


 23
UNCW MAGAZINE

Holmes began his journey to stardom in the fall of 2000 as a 
freshman at UNCW majoring in theatre – and cheering on the 
UNCW basketball team as feathered mascot Sammy C. Hawk. 
Holmes cites his experiences at UNCW as one of the catalysts 
that sent him to graduate school at Northern Illinois University 
and, ultimately, kickstarted his career. After earning his master’s 
degree, Holmes and his fiancé had to decide where to root their 
family. The lure of typical film-driven places like New York City, 
Los Angeles and Chicago was strong, but Holmes knew the cost 
and the struggle of being a full-time actor in an expensive city 
would be hard on a new family. A mutual love of Wilmington 
brought the couple back to their alma mater. (His wife Lindsey 
Campbell graduated in 2005.)

“I’m still learning all the time,” Holmes said. “I’m 34 now, and 
I’ve been here at UNCW as either a student or a teacher for a 
little over 11 years. Wow. You do that math and that’s a third  
of my life.”

Even though Holmes did not plan on teaching, two of his 
theatre professors, Ed Wagenseller ’92 and Renée Vincent, 
asked him to teach a class at UNCW soon after his move to 

Wilmington. When that class ended, they offered him another 
and another, until Holmes became a regular lecturer. Teaching 
never appealed to Holmes the way acting did until he started 
working at UNCW, and now he says can’t imagine doing 
anything else to balance out his acting life. 

“I said I never planned on teaching, but without Ed and Renée, 
I have no idea what I would be doing right now. I love teaching. 
It fits perfectly with what I do. I’m a pretty lucky dude.”

Last year alone, Holmes worked on productions in five 
different states: North Carolina, Georgia, Maryland, South 
Carolina and Virginia. To make up for missed classes, Holmes 
sets up private meetings for small groups of his students, 
ensuring they get the focused attention they need from him  
as a teacher.

The biggest skill Holmes tries to instill into his students is 
perseverance. While he believes that some people are born for 
a role, Holmes knows that dedication and hard work are the 
driving forces behind successful actors.

“I had friends who had a lot more natural ability and talent 
than I did,” he acknowledged. “I think that’s part of what 
encouraged me to work so hard. There are always going to be 
people out there who are better than you – there will always 
be someone better, more gifted, can jump higher. But the thing 
is, very few are going to outwork me.”

Even now, Holmes is working on three different projects, but 
he’s very hush-hush about them. In a world of social media 
film projects have to protect their storylines from getting 
leaked, so the world will have to wait a while to learn about 
Holmes’s latest acting ventures.  

One thing is for certain. With his passion for teaching,  
acting and the UNCW institution, Holmes will continue to  
rise in the film industry, encouraging his students to follow  
his path.

Myke 
Holmes
from UNCW to the big 
screen and beyond

Coming off of his most recent appearance on TURN: Washington’s 
Spies, actor and UNCW theatre lecturer Myke Holmes ’04 doesn’t 
intend to take a break to refuel for his next venture. He stays 
fired up, constantly teaching and constantly working in the film 
industry. On top of a full lecturing schedule, Holmes has built an 
impressive acting résumé, appearing in shows like The Walking 
Dead, Under the Dome, One Tree Hill, Drop Dead Diva and House 
of Cards. He’s even made his way to the big screen in movies like 
Adrenaline, War Room and The Longest Ride.
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