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Centro Hispano’s MI CASA Annual Field Day

Water scarcity in Mabanga, Kenya, is more of an issue of  
equal distribution than it is low water availability. For my 
research, I spent time at water access points to observe water 
abstraction behaviors [taking water from a ground source]. 
The girl in the photo had arrived at the spring with the 
wheelbarrow and jerry can, which was novel, as most carry  
the jerry cans on their heads. It became apparent that she 
needed the wheelbarrow because she wasn’t strong enough to 
carry it herself. So I helped her carry it to the wheelbarrow so 
she could bring it home. Typical water collectors are the women 
and children of the household, even though those containers 
weigh about 40 pounds.” Alyssa Le

Centro Hispano Celebrates a Decade of Success 
Ten years ago, faculty members saw the coming wave of Hispanic and Latino children 
in public schools. In preparation, professors Denise DePuccio, Denis Carter and Antonio 
Puente (among others) created Centro Hispano to promote the culture and champion 
the education of the Hispanic and Latino community. 

Ten years later, Centro Hispano is flourishing. Edelmira Segovia ’98, ’12 Ph.D., a  
two-time UNCW graduate, is Centro’s director, and she is beginning to see her former 
elementary and middle school mentees at Centro Hispano again – but this time as 
college students. This kind of full-circle effect happens often, she noted, as UNCW is 
the only university in the UNC system with a center dedicated 
specifically for Hispanic and Latino college students. 
Recently recognized by the White House as a Bright Spot in Hispanic Education, Centro 
helps Hispanic and Latino youth envision themselves as college graduates through 
mentoring programs and community engagement.

“They’re doing great,” said Segovia of the students active in Centro. “They support each 
other, like – ‘I go, you go, let’s lift each other up. Let’s go together.’ ” – Caitlin Taylor ’18M

Alyssa Le ’17, a graduate student in 
geography and geology, has a passion to 
improve water resource management 
throughout the world, and attending 
UNCW has created a wellspring of 
opportunities for her. During trips to  
both Uganda and Kenya to increase 
villagers’ access to community water 
sources, Le found that water scarcity 
affects nearly everyone, regardless of 
economic status.

Though her focus has been in eastern 
Africa, recent U.S. water crises like 
the one in Flint, MI, have caused her 
to recognize the need for sustainable 
water resource management in her 
own country.

“To me, clean water is a basic human 
right,” said Le. “This realization has only 
fueled my desire to continue working 
hard to improve water access for as 
many people as possible.” 

– Caitlin Taylor ’18M

Water for the World


