
{ marine science }

“From our perspective, all these partnerships will facilitate movement  
 of students going overseas and our receiving students from overseas,”  
 said Volety. “We hope the students will not only contribute to their  
 programs, but to cultural understanding. That’s even more important.”

MARINE SCIENCE  
AROUND THE GLOBE
International collaborations extend UNCW’s reach
by Caitlin Taylor ’18M

In order to tackle new problems in an increasingly 
globalized world, Aswani Volety, dean of the UNCW 
College of Arts and Sciences, knows that marine science 
must work alongside sociology, chemistry, biology and 
economics to create solutions to real-world problems. 
Over the past year, UNCW has been extending its  
international reach, working hard to make marine  
science one of the premier programs not just in  
the state, but in the country.

“Collectively we have the expertise,” said Volety.  
“I might be very good in one aspect but not so good in 
some other aspect, whereas somebody else is much better 
than I am and vice versa. Combining forces will give us 
the opportunity to solve the societal issues much better 
than working by ourselves.”

UNCW’s marine science programs already have relationships 
with a few international institutions and are well on 
their way to establishing more. This past summer,  

Volety and Marilyn Sheerer, provost and vice chancellor 
of academic affairs, traveled to L’Université de Bretagne  
Occidentale in France to formalize a UNCW partnership 
with a memorandum of understanding. Volety will travel 
with Chancellor Jose V. Sartarelli to China in October 
to work with the Institute of Oceanology at the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences. Other institutions on Volety’s radar 
are Griffith University in Australia, Nelson Mandela  
Metropolitan University in South Africa, the Institute  
of Oceanography in India and Tokyo University of  
Marine Science and Technology in Japan. 

The international collaborations with universities across 
the globe will enhance the type and quality of research 
being done at UNCW and increase the opportunities 
to engage in cross-cultural study abroad, Volety noted. 
He believes that every American student should study 
abroad if given the chance, as those experiences not  
only change minds and ideas but also lives. 
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