
 
 
 

Charlottetown Urban 

Dog Park 
APPLICATION FOR FUNDING 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  Table of Contents 
Expression of Interest ................................. 3 

The Problem .............................................. 3 

The Solution ............................................... 3 

Workplan ....................................................... 4 

Results ........................................................... 5 

Environment .............................................. 5 

Health.......................................................... 5 

Community ................................................ 5 

Partnerships ................................................. 7 

 
 



Expression of Interest 
The PEI Humane Society is seeking funds to develop a safe and 

dedicated off-leash dog park in downtown Charlottetown.   

The Problem 
Charlottetown has three dog parks within a half hour drive from the 

downtown core. Two of the parks, one located behind the PEI Humane 

Society’s headquarters and the other in the neighboring town of 

Stratford, offer small fenced-in areas. The third and most popular off-

leash park, Upton Farm, is a 57-hectare of green space outside of the 

city’s limits. All three parks are only accessible by major highways.  

In September 2016, it was announced that Upton Farm will undergo 

rezoning as an initiative to protect the native species and their habitat. 

Visitors of the park, who enjoy unrestricted, off-leash access to the 

park’s many trails, are now confined to less than one third of the space. 

This rezoning of Upton Farm has led to dogs and dog owners in 

Charlottetown being underserved.  

The Solution  
The PEI Humane Society is collaborating with the City of 

Charlottetown, Home Depot, and the Environmental Coalition of Prince 

Edward Island to develop a dog park in the city’s downtown core. 

Urban dog parks are positive public spaces that allow for the healthy 

socialization of dogs, an essential factor in obedience training, as well 

as offer an outdoor gathering space for their owners, which develops 

and strengthens community.  

For the project, the city is designating an unused lot located at the 

corner of Queen Street and Euston Street. In years past, the property 

served as a gas bar and mechanic shop. The city has committed to 

funding the removal of the property’s pavement, the project’s most 

costly expenditure. For the project’s second most costly expenditure, 

Home Depot has donated all required materials to build the fence 

around the park. All funds requested from TD Friends of the 

Environment Fund will go towards the remaining costs to transform, 

restore, and revitalize this lot as an urban dog park and green space.  



Workplan 
It is estimated that the work for each phase will take two weeks, 

however three weeks have been allotted to allow for inclement 

weather or unforeseen obstacles. Dates have been chosen to 

coordinate the launch of the project with Earth Day Weekend 2017.  

Phase One: Demolition April 21, 2017 

The property’s only building was destroyed in a fire in 2008. Since 

then, the lot has been vacant. The first, and most costly phase, is the 

removal of the existing parking lot. This phase will be funded by the 

City of Charlottetown.  

Phase Two: Construction  May 12, 2017 

Once the parking lot has been removed, construction of the urban 

dog park will begin. This phase includes: 

(Step 1) Spreading fresh topsoil 

(Step 2) Laying down sod 

(Step 3) Constructing fence 

▪ Pouring concrete for park entrances  

▪ Erecting special two-step entrance to park  

Charlottetown’s local Home Depot has 

graciously donated the fencing and gates 

for the park. Iron fencing has been chosen 

because of its strength and high aesthetic 

quality. The two-step gate entrance to the 

park is essential to ensure that dogs won’t 

have the opportunity to wander off the 

property and away from their owners. To 

further mitigate the project’s costs, all labor required will be 

completed by volunteers from the community.  

The final step for construction of the park is the installation of the 

outdoor trash bins (located inside each gate), picnic tables, dog 

waste bag dispenser, and signage. The two signs, located on the 

outside of the fence at each entrance, will display the park’s rules.  

Phase Three: Beautification June 2, 2017 

In partnership with the Environmental Coalition of Prince Edward 

Island, ten trees native to the province will be planted along the inside 

corner of the park (the furthest point from both entrances). The tree 

species will be chosen by ECO-PEI as to ensure they will be reliable, 

hardy, and well-adapted for urban conditions. The use of a temporary 

fence will ensure that trees are protected for the first year of the park. 

Further collaboration with ECO-PEI will ensure that the full potential of 

the urban green space is reached for many future generations to 

enjoy. This phase relies on volunteer labor as well.   

Phase Four: Opening to Public June 23, 2017 

The park will open to the public one week before the grand opening. 

Phase Four: Grand Opening June 30, 2017 

A celebration and grand opening ceremony will be organized for the 

park to honor the project’s generous donors and volunteers. 

Organized for the Friday before the Canada Day long weekend, a 

warm invitation will be extended for all community members to 

attend. There will be a barbeque for attendees and dog treats for their 

companions. Local media outlets will be invited to attend as well to 

report on the event. One final tree will be planted on the property 

during the event to celebrate Canada Day.  

Phase Five: Building Network of Supporters  Ongoing  

Ongoing initiatives will be made to develop the park’s network in the 

community and on its online social channels. A council of dedicated 

volunteers will be formed to monitor the park and to help organize 

future fundraising events that will aid the city with the cost of the park 

maintenance. The volunteer council will also develop and maintain 

the park’s social media channels, which will firmly establish the park’s 

active presence in the community. 



▪ Signs ▪ Trees ▪ Gates ▪ Dispensers  

▪ Trash cans ▪ Turf   ▪ Fences ▪ Picnic Tables  

Results  
Environment 
Not only will this project create a safe, off-leash place for dogs in 

downtown Charlottetown, the dog park will serve as an urban green 

space and improve the quality of air in the city for many generations to 

come. Furthermore, planting native tree species creates an opportunity 

to educate the community about Prince Edward Island’s rich Acadian 

Forest. The strategic location of the park will also encourage dog 

owners who frequently travel to parks outside of the city to stay 

downtown and thus reduce their carbon emissions.  

Health 
The dog park will inspire dog owners to get active outdoors, as the 

park’s convenient location will be accessible on foot. By encouraging 

physical activity, this project adds to the city’s other numerous 

initiatives to decrease obesity in the province, which remains higher 

than the national average.  

Community 
The dog park will be inclusive and barrier-free. Dog owners who have 

previously been excluded from accessing the three dog parks outside 

of the city, due to socio-economic constraints such as lack of 

transportation, will be able to visit the dog park with ease. In addition to 

animating the unused lot, the park will evoke thoughtful stewardship 

from the community. While the park will be maintained by the city, 

volunteers will organize family-friendly fundraising events, such as 

barbeques and block parties, each season to mitigate these costs. 

When posting photos of their dogs on their personal social media 

channels, owners will also be able to tag the park to have their photos 

shared on its official social media accounts. This will extend and 

strengthen the park’s community far beyond its physical gate. 

Each month, volunteers will inspect the park and arrange repairs for 

any damage or vandalism of the property. The park inspection 

checklist includes:   



Budget & Breakdown 
The budget estimations were derived from the following metrics:  
Area 
1000 square meters  
10763.9 square feet 

Perimeter 
128 meters 
420 feet 

 

Description   Cost Total Notes Amount Requested 
Demolition        
Pavement Removal (labor included) $3 per square foot $32,300 Cost covered by the city $0 
     
Construction      
5' Iron Fence $199.99 per eight feet $10,000 Donation from Home Depot $0 
Fresh Topsoil $22 per cubic yard  $4,070  $4,070 
Sod $3.01 per square meter $2,500  $2,500 
Concrete for Entrances $3 per square foot $1,400  $1,400 
Gate $134.99 each x 4  $540 Donation from Home Depot $0 
     
Beautification      
Sugar Maple Tree $160 each x 2 $320 Donation from ECO-PEI $0 
Red Oak Tree $320 $320 Donation from ECO-PEI $0 
White Ash Tree $120 each x 2  $240 Donation from ECO-PEI $0 
Cedar Tree $65 each x 3 $195 Donation from ECO-PEI $0 
White Birch Tree $28 each x 2 $56 Donation from ECO-PEI $0 
     
Miscellaneous      
Outdoor Trash Bin $632 each x 2  $1,264  $1,264 
Picnic Tables $129.99 each x 4 $520 Donation from Home Depot $0 
Dog Waste Bag Dispenser $399 each $399  $399 
Dog Park Signs $20 each x 2  $40  $40 
     
Labor     
Fencing  $1,440 Volunteer labor  $0 
Topsoil & Sod  $2,500 Volunteer labor $0 
Landscaping   $2,000 Volunteer labor $0 
     

Total dollar amount requested from TD Friends of the Environment  $9,673 



Partnerships 
The City of Charlottetown 
The City of Charlottetown is a flourishing community of over 34,562 

people located on the south shore of Prince Edward Island. 

Charlottetown is the capital city of Prince Edward Island, and is called 

the "Birthplace of Confederation" after the historic 1864 

Charlottetown Conference which led to Confederation. The city 

generous funded the removal of all pavement on the property 

designated for the project. This mitigated $32,300 of the project’s 

cost. 

The PEI Humane Society 
The PEI Humane Society is Prince Edward Island’s only shelter for 

homeless, injured, and lost companion animals. They are a not-for-

profit organization that assists over 1,600 companion animals each 

year with no operational funding from any level of government. In 

addition to commencing the plans for the park and applying for the 

project’s grant funding, the society is organizing the community 

volunteers to cover labor cost. This mitigated $5,940 of the project’s 

cost.  

The Home Depot 
Located at 60 Buchanan Drive, The Home Depot, Inc. is a home 

improvement supplies retailing company that sells tools, construction 

products, and services. Home Depot generously donated the park’s 

fence, gates, and picnic tables. This mitigated $11,060 of the project’s 

cost.  

ECO-PEI 
The Environmental Coalition of Prince Edward Island a community-

based action group formed in 1988. Their goal is to work in 

partnership to understand and improve the Island environment. Their 

work centers on education, advocacy and action. ECO-PEI generously 

selected and donated the native trees that will be planted in the park. 

This mitigated $1,131 of the project’s cost.  

ecopei 


