
IT IS ABOUT TIME! 30 years plus coming! And there is still so much work 
to be done to ensure that access isn’t just a word thrown around by Island 

politicians, as if it has been accomplished. Abortion services for Islanders can only 
be accessed in hospitals, medical abortion is still inaccessible, and traveling to the 
mainland for later term procedures remains a huge barrier. Specifically lower 
income and marginalized women are harmed by abortion policies on PEI.

— Becka Viau, artist, activist, and creater of the Sovereign Uterus

Reproductive 
Rights and 
Abortion 
Access on PEI

June 1986
Abortion access 
stops in province. 

January 1988
The Supreme Court of Canada 
decriminalizes abortion.

May 2013
“I have no idea what 
I would have done 
without that doctor.” 

May 2014
Debate over access 
to abortion in PEI 
intensifies.

June 2015
Abortion 
access made 
easier for PEI 
women in 
Moncton.  

October 2014
Leaked report says 
abortion service on PEI 
could have saved the 
province $37,000 a year. 

May 2015 
Harrowing experiences 
of medical abortions 
on Canada’s Prince 
Edward Island renews 
criticism.

May 2014
PEI abortion policy 
legally actionable, 
says law professor.

November 2014 
“It became incontrivertibly clear that 
political interference is the only reason 
PEI remains the only province in 
Canada to not offer in-province access 
to safe, legal abortion.” 

June 2015
Hundreds sign abortion 
access petition for PEI 
legislature. 

November 2015 
Abortion access in Canada 
needs to be equalized, says 
health minister, Jane Philpott. 

January 2016
Activists partner with lawyers 
and serve notice that they are 
going file a lawsuit against the 
province to provide “full and 
unrestricted access to publicly 
funded abortion services on 
the Island.”

December 2015 
49 PEI women access 
abortions in Moncton 
over five months.

January 2016
@iamkarats is created.

March 2016
Pro-choice activists rally on International Women’s Day.

June 2016
The Sovereign Uterus blog is created to 
share women’s stories about abortion.

September 2016
It is announced that the Women’s Wellness 
Centre will be built in the Summerside hospital.

March 2016
Four days before the end of the 90-
day notice period for the lawsuit, the 
premier of PEI announces that abortion 
and reproductive health services will be 
offered to women by the end of the year. 

January 31, 2017
The first abortion is performed on Prince 
Edward Island after almost 35 years.


