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Thank you, Michelle for that kind introduction. I’m honoured to be with you today 
for your commencement from one of the finest schools in the world. Dean Hughes, 
faculty, parents and most especially, graduates, thank you so much for inviting 
me. It gives me immense pleasure to be a part of this collaborative effort in the 
endless pursuit of human development.  

People often say to me, “Anna, I want your job,” and I say to them, “Get your own 
damn job.” These days everyone with their social media, and music videos think 
that they can be designer, a photographer or a model. But it’s not the way things 
work. People have to focus on skills and learn the craft. It’s the details that matter 
and build a brand. London School of Fashion has been helping our industry 
tremendously over years. It is you, each and every one of you present here, that 
our industry needs and deserves. 

 I always say that you either know fashion or you don’t. When a child goes up to 
their parents and says, “I want to go fashion school,” it means something. It means 
that he or she recognized that one important detail; the importance of dressing 
well, the beauty of fabrics, or perhaps the strong voice of a well shot photograph. 
They know fashion and they want to pursue it, and that means something. They 
have envisioned a future for themselves, doing what they love to do. And I did 
that.  

I grew up in a different time. Things were different, especially for women. But I 
knew what I wanted to do, and I was lucky enough to have my parents’ support in 
it. Some of you might know or not know but I dropped out of high school to start 
work. And I have been working ever since. Now, while that is not something I 
recommend, absolutely not! The message here is that I did what I had to do to 
achieve what I truly wanted. And your story, each and every one of you here, is no 
different from mine. Times have changed. There are better resources and facilities 
out there to provide proper training for every field and industry. You all made a 
decision and took a step forward in the direction of your dreams when you decided 
to come here. You did what you had to do. And today you’re all here. You made it.  

The industry we’re in doesn’t make life easier, I’ll give you that. Which is why a 
genuine passion for it is essential. I’m driven by what I do and so are you. You 
worked hard to be here. You were committed to doing what you chose and love and 
that dedication has brought you here. And that is what I adore. People who 



represent the best at what they do; that is exactly what our industry needs right 
now. And I’m happy, and proud to witness, and be a part of this achievement.  

My hope for each of you is that you never stop believing in yourself. You all 
followed your instincts when you decided to come here. God knows no parent will 
ever decide for their child to go to fashion school. Medical school, law school, oh 
yes, absolutely! But never fashion school, which is why I know that each and every 
one of you is here because you believed in your passion and had the courage to 
pursue it. Never give that up. It is important to listen to advice, analyze it and 
respect it, but in the end you have to work out of instinct and feeling. From my 
experience, I can tell you that people work better when they have the freedom to 
think and trust themselves. You all have learned how to do that. Never let go of it. 

I have been blamed for “not paying attention” and “not listening” countless number 
of times. I have been blamed for not following market research. I have been 
blamed for being a perfectionist in a time where people see beauty in 
imperfections. I don’t deny it. I know it’s not ideal but I prefer taking responsibility 
for my work because it is important to me. My work should reflect me. It should 
reflect who I am. It should be a creation of my thoughts and my creativity. And so 
should yours.  

Take risks. If madly pursuing that one thing you want so badly is a risk, take it. Do 
it. It is better than the alternative. And make no mistake, there will be failures. 
Behind every perceived success is a significant failure. But the lesson here is to 
learn from it. To quote Paulo Coelho, one of my favourite authors, 

 “I stood for a long time by the roller coaster and I noticed that most people get on 
it in search of excitement, but that once it starts, they are terrified and want the 
cars to stop.” 

Don’t be terrified. Do not want it to stop. This was your dream, this is what you 
wanted. Don’t let any twists and turns, however sharp or high or steep they may 
be, stop you. You all had a vision when you started. Let me tell you that it is a 
wonderful feeling to have that turn into reality. That feeling is worth all the fears, 
the pain, and obstacles you have to go through. Don’t stop till you get there. You 
have already sort of achieved that. You envisioned being a student here, learning, 
growing, and I’m certain that there were challenges. But you got here and doesn’t 
it feel great? I feel great! I feel the passion that vibrates within the walls of this 
hall. Everyone present here is fueled by it and is working to turn that vision into 
reality. It is what helps us celebrate the good and survive the bad. 

Graduates, parents, faculty, and everyone else involved in this journey, today is a 
day of celebration for us all. We did something that mattered to us. We achieved 
something we had been working towards. I’m honoured and excited to witness the 



beginning of yet another generation driven by the dream and a passion that knows 
no bounds. Be fearless, be vogue. Thank you and congratulations! 

 

  

 

 


