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TOP NEWS

By Waheeda Harris
On the island of Taiwan, celebrations 
for the Lunar New Year are quickly fol-
lowed by another series of festivities: 
the annual Lantern Festival.  

This colourful celebration takes on 
different forms throughout Taiwan, 
held in each city as another way to 
bring light and joy to winter. Counties 
compete each year to gain the bid to 
host the Taiwan Lantern Festival, the 
biggest spectacle of lanterns; this year, 
the event was hosted by Yunlin County. 

Go east: It’s time for Taiwan & its festivals

Yanshui Beehive Fireworks Festival 
began in the late 19th century as a re-
sponse to a cholera outbreak. In order 
to ward off the disease and drive away 
evil spirits, locals paraded around the 
statue of Guan Yu, the Chinese God of 
War, and set off fireworks. 

In the modern day, participants 
dress in fireproof protective clothing 
and helmets to be able to be close 
to the fireworks, which are set off 
from decorated carts that resemble 
beehives. Locals believe being in the 
midst of the fireworks wards off evil 
spirits and brings good luck for the 
next year. Amid music and fireworks, 
they gather in the narrow streets to 
witness the celebrations, which after 
street displays, become a fireworks 
display in the skies. 

Less explosive but just as colour-
ful is the Pingxi Sky Lantern Festival. 
Started in the 1980s as a way of bring-
ing tourists to this county (it had relied 
on coal mining in its past), the annual 
event has become popular with Tai-

wanese as well Japanese, who come 
to the towns of Pingxi and Shifen, an 
hour from New Taipei City, to send 
lanterns to the heavens.

For less than Cdn$7, participants buy a 
5’x3’ lantern, painting their wishes for the 
new year on the four sides of the lantern. 
Fake paper money is attached to the in-
side frame, then doused with fuel and 
lit, creating hot air for the lantern to rise 
to the sky. With wishes for luck, health, 
wealth, happiness or marriage, lanterns 
are released by participants, carried off 
into the skies by wind currents.

A few travel tips: similar to Hong 
Kong, this island has its own cur-
rency (New Taiwan Dollar) and Ca-
nadians do not need a visa to visit if 
staying 90 days or less. EVA Airlines 
offers direct fights five times a week 
from Vancouver/YVR and Toronto/
YYZ to Taipei /TPE. English is widely 
spoken in Taiwan, and train and bus 
routes are budget friendly and easi-
ly allow transport around the island, 
which is similar in size to Belgium.

Locals believe being in 
the midst of the fireworks 
wards off evil spirits and 
brings good luck for the 
next year. Amid music and 
fireworks they gather to 
witness the celebrations.

Officially opened by President Ing-
wen Tsai, the Taiwan Lantern Festival 
kicked off nine days of music, dance 
and fireworks on Feb. 11. With a site 
spread across two football fields, the 
main festival showcased a mix of tra-
ditional and 21st-century lanterns. 
Characters from Pokemon, Japanese 
anime and Hello Kitty were brought 
to life in lanterns that were five to six 
feet high, while classic red and golden 
lanterns were arranged to illuminate 
walkways and to create a traditional 
Buddhist Temple. 

During the official opening ceremony, 
televised live across the island, the larg-
est lantern was unveiled: a multi-storey 
rooster to commemorate the Year of 
the Rooster. Early reports from the Tai-
wan Tourism Bureau reported 1.75 mil-
lion visitors came on the first day of the 
Taiwan Lantern Festival. 

As each Taiwanese city holds its own 
festival, there are two other festivals that 
are worth including in a lantern festival 
trip: the Yanshui Beehive Fireworks Fes-
tival and the Pingxi Sky Lantern Festival. 

Celebrated in Yanshui County near 
Tainan City in southwest Taiwan, the 

Pingxi Sky Lantern Festival
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