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Kirivong 3 Phnom Penh Crown 2

P
HNOM Penh Crown were 
knocked off their undefeated 
throne by an imperious sec-
ond-half double salvo from 

Kirivong Sok Sen Chey’s league lead-
ing striker Julius Ononiwu in their 3-2 
Metfone C-League defeat at Olympic 
Stadium yesterday.

“Julius is very good and always 
tries his best to win for the team,” 
said Kirivong assistant coach, Phan 
Chanphath, who was delighted to 
end Crown’s undefeated streak. “Our 
next game is equally important versus 
Naga Corp [who are also undefeated], 
and we’ll try to win that too.”

Along with the Nigerian’s two goals, 
Chaing Kong Yann’s 30th minute 
opener after being set up by his strike 
partner was enough to get the crucial 
three points for Kirivong, who now 
move to within two points of the Su-
per 4 whilst Crown remain two points 
behind league-leading Naga.

Following Chaing’s strike, Kirivong 
where penned back by Crown, who’s 
own Nigerian striker Uche Prince Jus-
tine also has his sights set on the top-
scorers chart. On today’s performance 
however, which featured a number of 
missed chances by the forward, he will 
find it hard to catch his compatriot. 

More successful yesterday as provid-
er than predator, Justine was crucial in 
the goals for Cambodia national team 
starlet Keo Sokngon, who scored twice 
from the penalty spot either side of 
half time to give Crown the lead.

It looked likely that 18-year-old Keo 
Sokngon would complete his hat trick, 
but missed a golden chance in the 80th 
minute after being set up again by 

Justine; a mistake that was punished 
emphatically by Ononiwu. Receiving 
a short corner on the left-hand side of 
the penalty box, the Nigerian looked 
up and curled a beautiful dipping 25 
yarder past despairing Crown goal-
keeper Peng Bunchhay into the top 
right corner. Two minutes later, with 
Crown players spell-bound, the striker 
repeated his magic, weaving his wave 
through three defenders inside the 
penalty box, before picking his spot in 
the bottom right hand corner.

Wat Phnom 3 Chhma Khmao 3

Wat Phnom missed a golden chance 
to put some distance between them-
selves and the relegation dog-fight, 
after an error-strewn back-and-forth 
game against bottom team Chhma 
Khmao ended in a 3-3 draw in yester-
day’s second fixture.

Three times the lead changed hands 
as defensive mix-ups first allowed Wat 
Phnom striker Leang Sok Samnang in 
the 25th minute to beat a malfunction-
ing Black Cats’ offside trap - the line-
man’s flag was overruled by the referee 
- and then within a minute an equally 
static Wat Phnom backline let captain 
Sok Kolamara through to equalise. 

Wat Phnom then retook the lead in 
the 38th minute as Ry Phearoun fin-
ished neatly under the goalkeeper. 

The second half brought a glimmer 
of hope for the provincial team, as first 
a 75th minute penalty by Men Piseth 
and then three minutes later a header 
by Buth Chanra inconceivably gave 
the club, with one win to their name 
all-season, a chance of victory. 

However, reality and Leang Sok Sam-
nang struck again, as yet another poor 
mistake in the Black Cats’ box saw the 
ball ricochet off a defender and di-

rected into the net  through a diving 
header from the Wat Phnom striker. 

“It was a game of mistakes; both by 
the defenders and the strikers. I’m not 
happy, I wanted to win and we were let 
down by bad errors,” said Wat Phnom 
assistant coach Cheang Yath.

Chhma Khmao assistant coach, Sok 
Vantha, was equally frustrated by the 
game. “It was really 50-50. I am just 
frustrated we couldn’t find the oppor-
tunity to score the winner.” 

The result meant his team remained 
rock bottom of the Metfone C-League 

on 4 points, 7 away from safety, while 
yesterday’s opponents and fellow-
strugglers Wat Phnom hover one 
place above the drop zone, and now 
face next weekend’s crucial clash with 
Prek Pra Keila, who are just 3 points 
behind.
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Sport
Prince left pauper as Crown dethroned

Kiriivong Sok Sen Chey Julius Ononiwu is hoisted into the air by teammate Un Sopheak after scoring his second goal in as many 
mintues against Phnom Penh Crown during their Metfone C-League match at Olympic Stadium yesterday. SRENG MENG SRUN

Chhma Khmao’s Khom Pisith shields the ball from Wat Phnom’s Leang Soksamnang 
durig their league clash yesterday at Olympic Stadium. SRENG MENG SRUN

Hem Simay faces an agonising wait
Build Bright United (BBU) goalkeeper Hem Simay is stretchered off the field in agony after dislocating his shoulder during 
Saturday’s Metfone C-League match against National Defence Ministry at Olympic Stadium. The University backed side were 
rocked yesterday with the news that their top rated stopper will be out for the rest of the domestic season. BBU Secretary 
Bunpich Mony said the injury would take a month-and-a-half to heal, a time period that strecthes past the conclusion of the 
Super 4 playoffs on August 22. The club official warned that Hem Simay would need to be careful during future matches to 
avoid a painful recurrence of the injury. Lim Tol, Chief Committee doctor of the Cambodian Football Federation also noted 
the danger of a repeat dislocation “if there are any collisions on the same point,” but asserted that the keeper should expect 
to recover quickly through regular shoulder exercises. Pitchside medics helped push Hem Simay’s shoulder joint back into 
place, before he was carted off to the club to begin treatment Saturday. 23-year-old Hem Simay has played for BBU for six 
years, collecting the best goalkeeper award in the 2009 Samdech Hun Sen Cup competition. He returned to the first team in 
May, after sitting out for a whole year due to a broken wrist suffered in training. Hem Simay had his shoulder dislocated first 
during the 2007 Universities Cup. STORY BY SUN MESA, PHOTO BY SRENG MENG SRUN


