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FACTS MATTER 
 
My fellow Canadians. 
 
Two months ago, I stood at this podium to announce government approval for the Kinder 
Morgan Pipeline.  
 
I said to all Canadians: if I thought this project was unsafe for the BC coast, I would reject it.  
 
And now I do think that proposal is unsafe.  
 
This decision was based in fact.  
 
Because facts are important.  
 
It’s the focus of science to discover facts. 
 
It’s the focus of good, and right, government to use facts to the best of our abilities to make the 
best decisions and make the best policy for our citizens.  
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When new fact come to light, when our understanding of a situation changes, it is also the 
responsibility of good and right government to accept these facts and examine our decisions that 
have been based upon them.  
 
It is this system of knowledge, the scientific method, that all the modern technological and 
scientific wonders around us are based on. It is the system our government and social system are 
based on. 
 
It is why facts – and truth for that matter – are important. 
 
New scientific evidence has come to light that has shown the safety measures in place to product 
the environment in-case of a spill to be inadequate. 
 
Not the pipeline itself, but to product that would be transported through it: Diluted Bitumen. 
 
The Kinder Morgan Pipeline would twine with the existing pipeline from Edmonton, Alberta to 
Burnaby, BC. The pipeline would increase the capacity of the existing system from 300,000 
barrels of oil to 890,000 barrels of oil per day  
 
Also, the proposal calls for an additional 348 “Aframax” sized tankers to visit Burnaby Bay to 
export the Canadian energy resources to international markets beyond the United States. 
 
And the case, the facts, for approval of the pipeline remains the same: 
 

• there isn’t a country in the world that would find billions of barrels of oil and leave it in the 
ground while there is a market for it. 
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• The project will create  

• 15,000 new trade jobs;  

• 37,000 new direct and indirect jobs; and  

• generate 49.8 billion dollars in revenue for the government at all levels. 
 

• We would require that Kinder Morgan meet or exceed all 157 of the binding conditions set 
out by the National Energy Board. 

 

• We also know that a high-tech pipeline remains the best and safest way to get petroleum 
products to market. This is fact. The pipeline remains the best and safest way to export our 
energy resources.  

 
In the large sense, the export of Canadian energy resources is key to our national strategy. The 
billions made from the sale of these products will be used towards our long term transition to a 
clean energy economy.  
 
We are phasing out coal powered electricity in Canada by 2030 and expanding clean energy 
sources.  
 
This transition to clean energy, which we all know is coming, will take investment. We will need 
to pay for this transition through good jobs and strong growth - jobs and growth that projects 
like the Kinder Morgan pipeline will create.  
 
So, the facts upon which approval was based remains the same - but for one item.  
 
The product that would be transported through the pipeline: Diluted Bitumen. 
 
Bitumen is the substance which is mined from the Alberta Oil Sands. It is very different than 
conventional oil as it is mixed with sand.  
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In order to be transported through pipelines, the bitumen must be mixed with powerful chemical 
solvents. The result is Diluted Bitumen, which contains about 30% solvent. 
 
The makeup of the solvent is considered a trade secret and is not revealed to the public or 
government. The solvent is known to contain highly volatile substances. 
 
For one, this is unacceptable to government. 
 
Recently, a scientific paper written by scientists from Canadian and American universities was 
submitted to the government. The paper examines the effect of bitumen on marine 
environments. 
 
The paper reviewed thousands of scientific papers on oil and the environment, and this peer-
reviewed paper found little published research on how bitumen affects marine organisms or how 
these organisms would be affected by a spill response. 
 
I have found that in the case of ocean spill: 
 

• there are glaring holes in our understanding how the marine environment would react - of 
particular importance given that 348 “Afromax” will be visiting our shores -  

 

• there are glaring holes in our understanding of how to contain and clean a potential diluted 
bitumen spill and  

 

• there are glaring holes in our understanding of the reaction of the bitumen solvents in a 
marine environment. 

 
This makes a compressive spill plan impossible. 
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This is unacceptable.  
 
I have said it before and I will say it again: as a grandson of British Colombia, this is a personal 
issue for me. I spend much of my childhood on the green and sparkling shores of BC, I lived and 
work for years in British Colombia. I, like all Canadians, know that the spectacular coasts, and 
the fantastic animal diversity, are a jewel of Canada.  
 
A jewel that must be protected.  
 
I am announcing today that the Kinder Morgan pipeline approval is suspended until such time 
as the effect of diluted bitumen on marine environments can be understood.  
 

• Understood to the governments satisfaction.  
 
In the name of transparency and environmental justice, Kinder Morgan will be required to make 
public their trade secret formula for diluted bitumen - it will be the price of doing business.  
 
Approval for pipeline will be reinstated once a compressive spill plan can be presented to the 
government. 
 
The pipeline will not be terminated.  
 
Because the case for the pipeline remains the same: 
 
The export of Canadian energy resources is key to our national strategy.  
 
We will, export our Natural Energy Resource, when the time is right; when it is safe. 
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We will, determine when it is safe through fact.  
Because this government,  
your government,  
will always make decisions for Canada  
that are based on facts 
and based, on truth. 
 
Thank you. 
 
We will now take questions. 


