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Caladh Inn Weddings 
Here at the Caladh Inn we can help make your wedding day extra special. 
With a function room that can hold up to 160 guests, a fantastic range of 
elegant dinner options and the freedom to personalise the table and room 
decoration to suit your theme, we provide a service that’s hard to beat.  
With prices starting from £23.95 per guest (including your toast drink) 
we have something to suit every budget. For more information  
please call  Christina on 01851 702740, who will be  
happy to help make your wedding dreams a reality.  
 

£23.95prices per  
guest from

External Catering
In addition to offering our fantastic in house  
wedding packages, here at the Caladh Inn we 
also offer outside catering for those of you  
planning a wedding in a local hall, the town  
hall or a marquee. Choose from a selection of  
elegant menu options and relax knowing that  
all your catering needs will be taken care of. 
Prices start at just £24.95 per guest. For more  
information please call Christina on 01851 702740. 
 The Caladh Inn | 11 James Street | Stornoway | 01851 702740

By Katie Macleod

The USA is somewhere we think we know.  We grow up seeing 
its streets on TV and cinema screens, listening to its popular 

music, and reading about its culture.  When I moved to America 
to get married, I thought I knew what to expect – but I was 
in for a few surprises, and none more so than in the realm of 
weddings.

Differences became apparent early on, long before the big day 
itself.  A learning curve for me was the realisation that in the USA, 
the celebrations don’t stop – or even start! – with the wedding.  While 
we were only celebrating the wedding itself, in the USA there are 
often engagement parties, bachelor and bachelorette parties, bridal 
showers, rehearsal dinners, and fi nally, post-wedding brunches.  

As I soon discovered, a bridal shower is not to be confused with 
a hen party.  This is a more formal, daytime get-together with female 
family members and friends, where to the bride-to-be is “showered” 
with gifts and advice.  While time was too short for me to give it a 
try, Katie Anne Wojchik (née Maciver), from North Tolsta, enjoyed 
the experience when she moved to her husband Eric’s home state of 
Minnesota in 2014.  After celebrating with a traditional Lewis hen 
party at home, she joined in the US festivities too.  

“I had a bridal shower here with all of Eric’s female cousins and 
siblings, which was far more demure to say the least!” she says.  “The 
bridal shower is kind of strange, to receive gifts before the wedding 
and have to open them in front of people! It was fun too, but defi nitely 
a little uncomfortable!”

Fast forward to the day itself, and Scottish weddings tend to fi t a 
traditional mould, with personalisation coming in the form of fl owers, 
colour themes, and wedding dance decorations.  On this side of the 
pond, though, anything goes, and the results are often a lot of fun.

“We had been to a few weddings in the US before, and they tend to 
be more bespoke and personal than we have in Scotland,” says Katie 
Anne.  “A lot of weddings in the US are held outside, in public parks, or 
in old barns or historic sites, usually in a place that holds meaning for 
the couple.  Also, vows are often very personal and it is not uncommon 
to have a friend or relative as an offi ciant at the wedding.”

It’s all change for weddings, US-style

Despite the time constraints posed by the process of immigrating 
to the US from Lewis, Katie Anne and Eric still incorporated plenty 
of personal elements into their summer wedding by the Mississippi 

River in Minneapolis.  A friend who was ordained online offi ciated 
the ceremony, and their personal vows even included some lyrics 
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from Minnesota’s famous musical son, Prince.
“We ate in a 1940’s style supper club, which 

included whisky tasting and speeches, not too 
common in Midwest weddings,” adds Katie Anne.  
“Following the dinner, we all went bowling in 
our fi nery, which is probably a more Midwestern 
tradition; we often bowl following big events, as it 
is a way to get everyone together and have some 
fun.”

When my husband and I said “I do” in New 
York City in 2015, we also took a page out of 
the ‘bespoke’ book and melded traditions from 
Scotland and the States, keeping only the bits we 
wanted from each.  From the American side, there 
was a quirky venue - a renovated carriage house – 
and a personalised service; from Scotland, a piper, 
tablet favours from Luskentyre, and touches of 
Harris Tweed.

Another difference Scots tend to notice is the 
dress code – kilts, for example, tend to be in short 
supply.  “In the Midwest of America, weddings 
can be fairly casual, and you can even fi nd that 
guests arrive in jeans,” Katie Anne explains.  “We 
wanted our guests to do the more Scottish thing 
of getting all dolled up, so all the women wore 
fascinators in their hair, which is not common at 
all in the Midwest US for weddings.  Our women 
guests received a lot of positive compliments on 
their fascinators, and they enjoyed the chance to 
get dressed up.”

Eleanor Barca (née Mackenzie), originally from 
Point, married her American husband Andrew in 
Massachusetts, in an outdoor ceremony during 
the summer of 2014, and dress code questions 
arose for them, too.  Despite “being forewarned 
about the weight of a kilt in the summer heat of 
Massachusetts,” Eleanor’s father-in-law was set on 
wearing one; he opted for the rather fi tting Western 
Isles tartan, with the groom and best man sporting 
matching tartan bow ties.

It’s all change for 
weddings, US-style

Continued from page D3 As for bridesmaids’ dresses? Having been invited 
to be a bridesmaid in two American weddings now, 
I’ve learned that’s another adventure altogether.  
In the US bridesmaids pay their own way, in 
everything from dresses to hair and make-up, 
something almost unheard of in Scotland.  It’s easy 
to see why American weddings can sometimes 
feature six or seven bridesmaids, compared to the 
two or three more common in the UK.

Another trend that is yet to cross ‘the pond’ is 
the ‘First Look’, where the bride and groom meet 
before the wedding to have their photos taken, 
rather than wait until the ceremony to see each 
other.  While I was more traditional on that front, 
Eleanor embraced the opportunity.  “Andrew and 
I did them a few hours before the wedding and it 
was really good,” she remembers.  “It also meant 
we got all our couple photos done earlier, so we 
had more time to do family and the bridal party 
photos after the ceremony.” 

The infamous wedding speeches are also 
different in the two countries.  I was surprised to 
fi nd that at American weddings, the groom is not 
expected to give a toast.  While that’s one tradition 
I was a little disappointed with, I love that in the 
US, the women get to join in on the toasts as well, 
usually with a speech from the Chief Bridesmaid to 
match the one given by the Best Man.

When the speeches and dinner are over, on 
both sides of the Atlantic, the night usually ends 
with a bit of a party.  And in the USA, that means 
an open bar – a tradition which, as Katie Anne 
notes, “would be a pretty expensive prospect for a 
Scottish island wedding!”

But regardless of where the wedding takes 
place, or which traditions are kept and which 
ones discarded, differences are soon forgotten.  It’s 
not the cake or the kilt or the dresses that count: 
whether in Scotland or the States, it’s all about the 
marriage of the couple saying “I do.”
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