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Born in Chicago to a Greek father 
and Mexican-American mother, Anna 
Paola grew up in Athens, where she fell in 
love with the vintage markets and o!beat 
boutiques of Monastiraki. Her love for 
quirky clothes soon evolved into a passion. 
Not satis"ed with the mainstream culture 
of the high street, she brought back 
suitcases of peculiar fabrics and exotic 
embroideries from her travels to Mexico, 
Morocco and India. A great lover of all 
things classic, she often wore her mother’s 
and grandmother’s vintage clothes from 
the 1950s, 60s and 70s. 
 Without knowing it, Anna Paola had been 
bitten by the fashion bug, but coming from 
a family with a medical background and no 
real interest in fashion, the idea of a career 
in the fashion industry felt like a distant 
dream. At the age of 17 she still had no idea 
who Mario Prada was. 
 Anna Paola studied psychology in the 
UK, where she got exposed to the British 
capital’s vibrant fashion atmosphere. It 
was a matter of time before she would 
confess to her mother that psychology was 
not her true calling in life. After serious 

introspection, she went on to study 
fashion design at the prestigious Istituto 
Marangoni in Milan and London. Her 
skill and innovation led her to work with 
Hussein Chalayan and the late Alexander 
McQueen. In May of 2010, armed with 

these experiences and a strong cultural 
background, she launched her own 
swimwear and beachwear brand, Paolita.
 Two signature collections form Paolita’s 
heart and soul. Floreana, named after 
a Galapagos island, evokes a feeling of 
exoticism with its bright colours and 
exotic prints. Voyage, made of a lighter, 
stretch-woven fabric with nautical stripes, 
is inspired by historical explorers who set 
o! on trips of discovery. “Explorers brought 
back knowledge, trade, art and spices from 
faraway lands,” she says. “Today, everyone 
wears paisley, but it originally came from 
India.” Not surprisingly, paisley is a recurring 
pattern among Paolita’s creations.
 Anna Paola makes women feel 
comfortable and pretty when they are at 
their most exposed by complementing their 
"gures with unique vintage undertones. 
For her 2011 Voyage collection, she explains 
that she got inspired by the pastel greens 
and creamy yellows of the original Great 
Gatsby poster. “Nautical themes have 
been done to death, and it is always nice 
to see what fresh ideas you can bring to 
the table.” BO
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Bright colours, vibrant 

Paolita’s

retro to celebrate 

When life 
is a beach

Belladonna from  
Paolita’s 2012 collection


