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One week after his inauguration as the 45th president of the THIS WEEK IN SPORTS

United States, Donald Trump signed an executive order that
indefinitely suspended admissions for Syrian refugees and
limited the flow of other refugees from six other countries into
the U.S.
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This is what the President has called “extreme vetting” of

immigrants.

Following that order, demonstrations erupted across the
country. Hundreds of people were detained at airports and
customs offices amid widespread confusion on how to interpret
the order.

On Jan. 29, VCU President Michael Rao released a statement
on President Trump’s executive order keeping visa and green

card holders of seven countries from entering the U.S.

“Many of you have understandably expressed concern and
anxiety about the impact of the U.S. Presidential Executive
Order that for the next 9o days bans visa and green card
holders of seven countries from entering the United States,”

Rao said.

The order prohibits citizens of Iraq, Iran, Sudan, Somalia,
Syria, Libya and Yemen from entering the U.S., even if they
hold dual citizenship with another non-US country or are
permanent residents with green cards. It also halts the

admission of all refugees to the U.S. for four months.

Despite the split support from university presidents for
President Trump and his actions, the question has to be asked:
How will this executive order impact college students in
Virginia and across the nation?

In a letter to the Virginia Tech community, President Timothy
Sands said the executive order may directly impact more than
100 students.

According to Suzanne Seurattan, director of news and media at
The College of William and Mary, the college has four students
from the seven countries listed in the executive order. One of
the four students is out of the country and unable to re-enter
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for the time being.

Rams take the
Atlantic 10 by
“We are in touch with that student and the others and we want storm
to do everything we can to assist them,” Seurattan told the © February 6,
Virginia Gazette. 2017
Mohammad Khan, President of the Muslim Student Flyers bring
Association at VCU, said a large population of VCU’s Rarrtnhs down to
ea
international students come from the Middle East and are here
legally on visas or green cards to study. O February 6,
2017

“They’ve spent four or five years here and this is happening and

they might not be able to graduate at VCU,” he added.
FROM THE OPINION

SECTION
There are 1,600 international students at VCU from more than
100 countries, according to the VCU International Admissions
office.
LETTER TO THE EDITOR

“We have joined with hundreds of other higher education
leaders to call for continued protections and access for our
students affected by the DACA program,” Rao said. “The

university is working broadly to examine how we can support

LTE: four things to
help you be an
informed advocate

our community members affected by this new executive order.”

Rao advised those from the restricted countries to avoid

nonessential travel outside the country for the time being.

During the 2015-16 school year, Iran sent more than 12,000
students to study at U.S. universities, according to the Institute

S 5 LETTER TO THE EDITOR
of International Education. This is far more than any other

country on President Trump’s list.

University presidents across the state shared similar L TE: Coach K
statements. University of Virginia President Teresa Sullivan
issued a school-wide statement 30 minutes before Trump

protesters gathered at the Rotunda on Jan. 29.
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“We are concerned about the larger effect this and related
actions may have on American universities, including U.Va., as
we seek to expose students to international experiences,”
Sullivan said.

The next day, James Madison University President Jonathan
Alger addressed students, faculty and staff on the matter.

| now pronounce

“We are a stronger and better university because of our global you, Church and
outreach and our commitment to access, inclusion and State
diversity. This commitment serves as one of our core qualities

at JMU,” Alger said.

Additional Virginia university presidents who released a
statement include Angel Cabrera (George Mason University),
Troy Paino (University of Mary Washington), John Broderick

(Old Dominion University), Ronald Crutcher (University of

Richmond), Taylor Reveley (The College of William and Mary)
and more. Putting Trump’s
executive order in

o ) ) _ perspective
A handful of university presidents across the state did not issue

statements, including Brian Hemphill of Radford University
and Makola Abdullah of Virginia State University.

Jerry Falwell, Jr., the president of Liberty University and an
evangelical leader, was among the university presidents who

did not issue a statement. In January 2016, amid student

protests, Falwell endorsed President Trump’s campaign, and
on Feb. 1, President Trump asked Falwell to lead a White

Trump’'s War on

House task force dedicated to changing higher education.

Facts
President Trump attended Liberty University and Radford
University for campaign rallies on Jan. 18, 2016 and Feb. 29,
2016, respectively. COMICS

Schools across the country have current students who are
worried they won’t be allowed back into the U.S. if they leave,
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prospective students who may not be allowed in at all and
faculty who are from the banned countries and fear they will be
denied re-entry if they try to visit sick family members or

relatives outside the country.

“Our commitment to our international students, faculty, staff
and patients is unwavering,” Rao said. “We will continue to do

everything within the law to support and advocate for the

international members of our community.”

NEWS EDITOR

Maura Mazurowski

Maura is a senior pursuing degrees in cinema
and mass communications. This is her second
year at the CT; prior to joining transferring to

VCU, Maura was the news editor for two years

at Virginia Tech’s student newspaper, the
Collegiate Times.
Twitter | Facebook | LinkedIn |

Portfolio | mazurom@commonwealthtimes.org
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IMMIGRATION BAN TIMELINE

SARAH KING
Executive Editor

Trump signs his executive order on immigration, entitled “Protecting the nation from foreign terrorist
entry into the United States.” The order bars all travelers from Iraq, Syria, Iran, Sudan, Libya, Yemen
and Somalia from entering the U.S. for 90 days. The U.S. refugee program is suspended for 120 days
and Syrian refugees are indefinitely blocked from entering the U.S.

Hameed Khalid Darweesh lands at John F. Kennedy airport in New York, traveling from Iraq.
Darweesh is a 53-year-old father of three and worked as an interpreter, engineer and contractor
for the U.S. government in Iraq for a decade. Customs Border Patrol agents detained Darweesh
for 19 hours. It is unclear how many others were also detained. The ACLU filed a lawsuit on
Darweesh’s behalf.

O Darweesh is released at JFK after being detained for 19 hours.

Protestors at JFK are joined by masses of people after documentary filmmaker Michael
Moore tweeted: “Everybody in NYC area-- head to JFK Terminal 4 NOW! Big anti-Trump
protest forming out of nowhere! Ppl mobilizing against Trump’s Muslim ban”

ﬁ Dale Ho The ACLU requests a nationwide temporary injunction on the ban.
dale_o_ho Dale Ho, the ACLU director of the Voting Rights project, tweets that
We won the request for a stay of deportations from Trump’s immigration order

has been granted by a New York federal judge.

e e DESCNRGEE ‘ , _
Obama-appointed Brooklyn judge Ann Donnelly issues a stay on the
5148 PM - 28 Jan 2017 N 4 ] .

ban, stating the government was “restrained from, in any manner and
O by any means, removing individuals,” affected by the order. Shortly

after, a U.S. District judge in Virginia blocks any action removing green

o) card holders detained at Dulles International Airport near D.C.
N
c o mmigration lawyers in Boston win a week-long restraining order against Trump’s executive action in a
g rare, two-judge ruling.
c" U.S. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Kentucky) does not reject Trump’s order, but states
s o the U.S. does not have a “religious test” for entry. Sens. John McCain (R-Arizona) and Lindsey Graham
(72} (R-South Carolina) condemn the ban.
. Donald J. Trump @ — o Trump tweets from his personal account in defense of the order.
Our country needs strong borders and extreme Chief of Staff Reince Priebus states on NBC News' “Meet the Press” that green card holders will be
vetting, NOW. Look what is happening all over unaffected moving forward -- a different narrative from what Dept. of Homeland Security officials said
Europe and, indeed, the world - a horrible mess! Saturday that the order would affect green-card holders and other legal visas. Another administration

official said Saturday that green-card holders would be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.

s 2103 DORE@EBOOD® S

Protests, mostly at airports, continue taking place around the country to include Chicago,
Dallas, Denver, Fairfax, Los Angeles, Newark, New York, San Diego, San Francisco and
Seattle. Lawyers urge immigrants from banned nations to return to the U.S. quickly
in light of the temporary halt.

Press Secretary Sean Spicer doubles down on the executive order and suggests green card
holders will also be scrutinized. Barack Obama issues a statement rejecting the notion
Trump issued the ban on the platform of legislation impl ted during his administration

Acting Attorney General, a roll-over from the Obama Administration, Sally Yates directs the Dept. of Justice to not
defend Trump's executive order, suggesting it is unconstitutional. Trump fires her and she is replaced.

Attorney General Mark Herring announces Virginia is taking legal action against Trump's
executive order. Herring called the order “unconstitutional and unlawful.” The case, Aziz
v. Trump, was filed Saturday by Tareq Agel Mohammed Aziz, Ammar Aqel Mohammed
Aziz, Agel Mohammed Aziz and John Does 1-60 as a civil action after the individuals were
detained at Dulles International Airport.

Speaker of the House Paul Ryan breaks his silence to criticize
Trump's order as “regrettable,” but defends the underlying policy.
Former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright says the ban cre-
ates a “religious preference” in the immigration system.

Tue., Jan. 31

The Department of Homeland Security said on Tuesday only 721 people with vi-
O sas had not been allowed to board airplanes to the U.S. in the first 72 hours after
the order went into effect.

The State Department revokes visas, barring immigrants from the listed countries from boarding planes,
despite federal court orders stating otherwise. New York, Massachusetts, Virginia, Minnesota and
Washington state all have sued the federal government regarding the order.

=
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A federal judge in Seattle issued a nationwide temporary stay against
Trump's executive order. Judge James Robart, a George W. Bush ap-
pointee, stopped implementation of the order while a case brought by
the states of Washington and Minnesota is heard. The White House
issued a statement Friday night saying the Justice Department will
appeal the action.

The State Department said earlier Friday that it had already revoked some
60,000 visas. The State Department then said “roughly 60,000 individuals’ visas
were provisionally revoked,” but a Justice Department attorney said in federal
court in Virginia that 100,000 visas were revoked as a result of the order.

A federal appeals court denied Trump's attempt to restore his travel ban

o N refugees and visa holders, creating confusion and chaos as persons
tried to board planes while it's legal once again for them to enter the
country.

The 9th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals asked those opposed to the ban to file their .

opposition to Trump's appeal by 3 a.m. EST Monday, and for the Justice Depart- [’
O ment, rep ing Trump’s admini , to reply by 6 p.m. Previously-approved

refugees and green-card holders are able enter the U.S. until further notice.

Sun., Feb. 5

e brfure o bimd

Infographic by Sarah King

http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2017/02/06/va-higher-ed-reacts-universities-respond-immigration-order/ 6/8


http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2016/11/01/holiday-spirit/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2016/11/01/politeness/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2016/09/19/slightly-off-scripture-gareth-bentall/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2016/09/19/outcho-gareth-bentall/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2016/09/19/no-offense-skye-ali/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2016/09/13/three-types-dogs/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2016/09/13/rambunctious-ian-crovella/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2016/09/13/51303/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2016/08/29/freedom-squandered-gareth-bentall/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2016/08/29/welcome-class-2020-megan-james/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2016/08/29/spending-wisely-skye-ali/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2016/08/22/welcome-back/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2016/08/22/back-to-school-2/

2/10/2017 Virginia universities respond to immigration order | The Commonwealth Times

IMMIGRATION MAURA MAZUROWSKI e

SARAH KING TRUMP

RELATED ARTICLES

Law Online Mock
enforceme responses: debaters
nt nation- Arizona’s talk state
wide show new politics in
support at immigratio governor's
vigil for n law election
fallen

trooper

BE THE FIRST TO COMMENT

Leave a Reply

Your email address will not be published.

Comment

Name *

Email *

http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2017/02/06/va-higher-ed-reacts-universities-respond-immigration-order/


http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/tag/immigration/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/tag/maura-mazurowski/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/tag/sarah-king/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/tag/trump/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2016/04/10/law-enforcement-nation-wide-show-support-at-vigil-for-fallen-trooper/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2016/04/10/law-enforcement-nation-wide-show-support-at-vigil-for-fallen-trooper/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2010/04/29/online-responses-arizonas-new-immigration-law/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2010/04/29/online-responses-arizonas-new-immigration-law/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2013/10/09/mock-debaters-talk-state-politics-in-governors-election/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2013/10/09/mock-debaters-talk-state-politics-in-governors-election/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2016/05/02/grasshoppers/

2/10/2017 Virginia universities respond to immigration order | The Commonwealth Times

Website

KEEP IN TOUCH REACH OUT TO THE CT

The CT strives for accuracy. If you
believe we have made an error,

please contact Sarah King.

Letters to the editor or editorial
content submissions are encouraged
by email to Eleanor Fialk.

© The Commonwealth Times

http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2017/02/06/va-higher-ed-reacts-universities-respond-immigration-order/

GET TO KNOW US

About

Staff

Jobs

8/8


http://wwww.twitter.com/thect
http://www.facebook.com/commonwealthtimes
http://www.instagram.com/thecommonwealthtimes
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2017/02/06/va-higher-ed-reacts-universities-respond-immigration-order/kingsa@commonwealthtimes.org
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/2017/02/06/va-higher-ed-reacts-universities-respond-immigration-order/fialke@commonwealthtimes.org
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/about-us/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/about-us/staff/
http://www.commonwealthtimes.org/about-us/jobs/

