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Conservancy Times is a bi-

annual publication of the 

Catalina Island Conservancy, 

a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization established in 

1972 to protect and restore 

Catalina Island for present 

and future generations to 

experience and enjoy.

One of California’s oldest 

land trusts, the Conservancy 

protects the magnificent 

natural and cultural heritage 

of Santa Catalina Island, 

stewarding over 42,000 acres 

of land and 62 miles of rugged 

shoreline.

Just over 20 miles from the 

mainland, Catalina Island is 

home to more than 60 plant 

and animal species found 

nowhere else in the world. 

The Conservancy operates 

the Airport in the Sky, Wrigley 

Memorial & Botanic Garden 

and two nature centers. It 

provides 50 miles of biking 

and nearly 150 miles of hiking 

opportunities within its road 

and trail system.

For more information, please 

visit CatalinaConservancy.org
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Please allow me this opportunity to introduce 
myself to those who haven’t already met 

me. As the Conservancy’s sixth president and 
CEO, I am honored to have the opportunity to 
serve in a leadership position in one of the state’s 
oldest, largest and most successful land trusts. I 
first joined the Conservancy in 2015 as its chief 
operating officer and was thrilled to be selected  
to become the president and CEO in June 2016. 

I am a lifelong resident of Southern California 
who has called Catalina home since I joined 
the Conservancy. This Island is a special place, 
and it is a privilege to be working with the 
Benefactor Members, Board, staff and donors to 
keep the Conservancy focused on the goals of its 
founders—to be a responsible steward of its lands 
through a balance of conservation, education and 
recreation.

So much has been accomplished since those 
founders had the foresight to establish the 
Conservancy in 1972 to fulfill this mission and 
then set aside 88% of the Island as open space. 
From creating educational programs that have 
served Island residents and visitors to recovering 
the population of the Catalina Island fox after 
canine distemper virus almost wiped it out, the 
Conservancy has established a strong foundation 
for the future.

The Conservancy is moving ahead with 
IMAGINE CATALINA, its long-term strategic 
vision and master plan, which imagines how the 
organization can evolve and advance its expertise, 
experience and resources to serve the Island and a 
greater good beyond its shores. Among the many 

initiatives envisioned in this master plan are ones 
that would connect people to the land through 
nature-based recreational opportunities.

This issue of Conservancy Times provides a 
guide to the Conservancy’s existing tours and 
opportunities to explore the over 42,000 acres of 
wildlands it stewards. It describes pilots’ and Island 
residents’ affection for the Conservancy-operated 
Airport in the Sky and gives readers a look into 
future hiking opportunities. The article on page 10 
describes one of IMAGINE CATALINA’s initiatives, 
Trekking Catalina, which will expand the Island’s 
trail system and provide linkages for campgrounds 
and other amenities for hiking on the Island.

The magazine also highlights exciting new 
research on Catalina into a native hummingbird, 
and the Conservancy’s new chief operating and 
chief development officers. This issue also extends 
an invitation to the 22nd Annual Catalina Island 
Conservancy Ball on April 1 in Avalon’s historic 
Casino Ballroom. Please join us for this very 
special evening of celebrating the Conservancy 
and supporting its future. 

Your generous donations of your time and 
resources have made this legacy of remarkable 
achievements possible. All of us at the 
Conservancy thank you for that support and look 
forward to continuing to work with you to make 
the next 45 years even more successful than the 
first 45 years.

Tony Budrovich 
President and CEO
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EXPLORING CATALINA
Find Your Wildlands Adventure From a quiet stroll on a deserted beach to an exciting trip aboard a Jeep Eco Tour, 

Catalina Island’s 42,000 acres of wildlands offer countless adventures for visitors and 
residents to experience and explore nature. 

Under the stewardship of the Catalina Island Conservancy, the wildlands offer more 
than 150 miles of hiking along a road and trail system, 50 miles of bike trails and  
62 miles of rugged shoreline. 

Established 45 years ago, the Conservancy is one of the state’s oldest and largest 
private land trusts. It is somewhat unique among land trusts because its mission 
includes nature-based recreation along with conservation and education. It is also 
unique in its offerings of public tours, transportation and other visitor services and 
programs that ensure the public has access to the land under its stewardship.

Access to the wildlands is available through Avalon, Two Harbors, the Conservancy- 
operated Airport in the Sky and Catalina’s many camps and coves. The Conservancy’s 
road and trail system inspires day-trippers and avid backpackers to discover 
Catalina’s natural wonders from the Nature Center in Avalon to campsites on  
the Island’s West End. 

The following pages highlight the many opportunities the Conservancy offers  
to experience and explore Catalina.
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CAMPING
Camping is a wonderful way to enjoy 
Catalina Island’s rugged beauty. Campers 
can enjoy a wide range of experiences—
from the seclusion of boat-in camp sites 
along Catalina Island’s shores, which can 
only be accessed by kayak or boat, to the 
tent cabins at Two Harbors campground.

Locations range from oceanfront Little 
Harbor campground, where campers can 
enjoy playing in the water, to Black Jack 
campground nestled among pine and 
eucalyptus trees in the Island’s interior.  
Mt. Orizaba, Santa Catalina Island’s highest 
peak, is a fairly short hike away.

Conservancy members enjoy a 50% 
discount on camping fees at Conservancy 
campgrounds. 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 

Booking information: 

310-510-TENT (8368)

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (winter)  
and 6:30 p.m. (summer) 

Groups of 20 or more:

310-510-2000 ext. 1246  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Book online at ReserveAmerica.com  
or call 877-778-1487 

To receive your Conservancy Member 
discount, please make your reservation 
by telephone and provide your member 
number to the booking agents. 

HIKING
Lisa Gelker has traveled extensively and says 
her favorite hikes are on Catalina because 
of its natural beauty—whether the skies are 
clear or fog envelops the surrounding hills. 
She also enjoys the convenience of finding 
a trail just five minutes from the home she’s 
owned in Avalon for more than 25 years. 

“Every trail is a new experience,” says the 
Long Beach real estate investor and long-
time Conservancy member.

Catalina offers trails ranging from the 
relatively short and easily accessible Garden 
to Sky Trail beginning in Wrigley Memorial 
& Botanic Garden to the arduous, multi-day 

37.2-mile Trans-Catalina Trail that spans the 
length of the Island.

Popular trails include the Airport Loop Trail, 
a 2.3-mile hike that starts at the airport 
and takes visitors to the Soapstone Quarry, 
where Catalina’s original inhabitants, the 
Tongva, mined soapstone for bowls. It 
also provides great views of Mt. Orizaba 
and Cottonwood Canyon. Other popular 
hikes are the Ben Weston Trail, a relatively 
flat hike through a canyon to Ben Weston 
Beach, and the Renton Mine Trail, which 
starts at Wrigley Memorial & Botanic 
Garden and travels 6.6 miles to the interior. 

Hiking maps are available for purchase 
at the Explore Store at the Conservancy 
House in Avalon. For your safety, hiking 
permits are required each time you hike in 
Catalina’s wildlands so you can be located 
in the event of an emergency. 

Hiking permits are free and can be 
obtained online from the Conservancy 
website or at the Conservancy Explore store 
in downtown Avalon, Wrigley Memorial 
& Botanic Garden, the Nature Center on 
Avalon Canyon Road, Airport in the Sky 
and Two Harbors Visitor Center. 

A BREAK FROM THE SUN

As you hike the many trails on Catalina, you 
will notice several new shade structures, 
which provide a point of respite during 
your trek. The Conservancy’s trails and 
facilities staff built and installed these 
structures, including one at Parson’s Landing 
and another along Airport Road, through 
generous contributions from the Elliott Family 
Foundation Fund.

For more information, please call: 
310-510-2595 ext. 100 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

JEEP ECO TOUR
Your adventure starts here! With access to over 160 miles of 
paved and unpaved roads, the Conservancy’s naturalist-led Jeep 
Eco Tours will drive you to parts of the Island no other outfitter 
can reach. 

These one-of-a-kind Jeep Eco Tours offer adventures amid the 
Island’s spectacular valleys, mountains and beaches. Learn more 
about Catalina’s rich history while exploring wildlands that most 
visitors never see. See some of its unique plants and wildlife. 
And, if you’re lucky, you may also spot the Island’s iconic bison, 
which were first brought to Catalina for a movie, or one of the 
tiny Catalina Island foxes, a subspecies of the Channel Islands 
fox found only on Catalina. 

The Conservancy offers two- and three-hour tours, as well as 
longer, customized tours. Up to six people can travel in a Jeep. 
Conservancy members at the Discoverer level and above receive 
a discount on Jeep Eco Tours. Ask the Conservancy’s Guest 
Services associate for details when confirming your reservation.

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 
Online bookings now available at CatalinaConservancy.org. 
Or call 310-510-2595 ext. 108 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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WILDLANDS 
EXPRESS
The Wildlands Express offers a convenient and 
inexpensive way to travel between Avalon 
and the Airport in the Sky for those seeking 
to experience and explore Catalina’s wildlands 
from the comfort of an air-conditioned 
passenger van. If you’re lucky, you may spot 
a Catalina Island fox along the road, a bald 
eagle soaring overhead or bison roaming 
the hills. The Wildlands Express also provides 
transportation to Two Harbors and Little 
Harbor. 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
Call 310-510-0143 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

BIKING
Biking Catalina is an exhilarating experience, but 
it’s not for the faint of heart. The Island’s terrain 
can be very hilly, requiring strong legs to ascend 
and strong brakes for the descents. Riders are 
rewarded with breathtaking views, opportunities 
to see wildlife along quiet back roads and a 
workout for the body and soul. 

You can bring your own bikes or rent bikes on 
the Island from several different local businesses. 
You may wish to reserve bikes in advance. For an 
easier ride, book a seat on the Wildlands Express 
shuttle in Avalon to the Airport in the Sky and 
bike back to town. It’s a 10-mile, mostly downhill 
ride to remember! 

For your safety, the Conservancy strongly 
recommends all-terrain bikes to tackle the dirt 
roads and trails in the wildlands. Helmets are 
required for all riders. 

A Freewheeler Bike Pass is also required. The 
passes are free with a Conservancy membership 
or they cost $35 for non-members. 

If you purchase the pass online, please bring 
your receipt with you to any of the Conservancy’s 
locations at the Conservancy House in Avalon, 
the Airport in the Sky or the Two Harbors Visitor 
Center where the staff will issue the placard for 
your bike.

For more information, please call: 
310-510-2595 ext. 100 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

NATURE CENTER  
AT AVALON
The Nature Center at Avalon Canyon is a 25-minute stroll from 
the center of town, or a quick ride in a golf cart, bike or Garibaldi 
electric bus. With self-guided exhibits, videos and hands-on activities 
for the kids, the Nature Center offers visitors an opportunity to 
learn more about Catalina’s history and the Conservancy’s work to 
protect and restore the Island. Visitors can discover the geology of 
the Channel Islands, how species arrive on islands, the concept of 
“biodiversity hotspots” and why Catalina is part of the biodiversity 
hotspot that stretches along the West Coast.

NO RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED, AND ADMISSION IS FREE.  
Donations are accepted.

For more information, please call: 
310-510-0954 ext. 226 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Exploring Catalina takes you from 
the mountains to the shore and 
everywhere in between. 
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NATURE CENTER  
AT THE AIRPORT IN THE SKY
The original Nature Center at the Airport in the Sky was funded in 1981 by 
a generous donation from the Offield Foundation to delight, entertain and 
educate visitors, many of whom have seen the Island from the air but not had 
a chance to explore it.

The Nature Center’s colorful and informative outdoor exhibit on the west side 
of the historic airport terminal provides a graphic presentation of the Island’s 
history from the earliest human settlements to modern times.

It also details the many challenges the Conservancy has overcome in 
protecting and restoring Catalina and its native species. The centerpiece of 
the exhibit is the 40-foot by 28-foot tile map of Catalina, which gives visitors 
a bird’s eye view of the Island’s hills, valleys and beaches. It’s an essential stop 
on any Airport visit.

NO RESERVATIONS ARE NEEDED, AND ADMISSION IS FREE. 

For more information, please call:  
310-510-0143 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (winter) and 7 p.m. (summer)

CONSERVANCY HOUSE  
125 Clarissa Ave. 
Avalon, CA  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
310-510-2595

NATURE CENTER 
Avalon Canyon 
1202 Avalon Canyon Road 
Avalon, CA  
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
310-510-0954 ext. 226

WRIGLEY MEMORIAL & 
BOTANIC GARDEN 
1402 Avalon Canyon Road 
Avalon, CA  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
310-510-2897 

ON THE ISLAND? 
STOP BY THESE LOCATIONS FOR MORE INFORMATION, RESERVATIONS AND PERMITS

WRIGLEY 
MEMORIAL & 
BOTANIC GARDEN
Visitors seeking a walk through nature and 
a commanding view of Avalon Bay can find 
both at the historic Wrigley Memorial & 
Botanic Garden. A 30-minute walk or a short 
ride from downtown Avalon, the Wrigley 
Memorial & Botanic Garden offers visitors 
a peaceful sanctuary and an opportunity to 
explore more than 35 acres of California’s and 
the Channel Islands’ endemic and rare plant 
species. It is the primary gateway to access 
one of the Island’s most popular hikes, the 
Garden to Sky Trail and the Garden to Sky 
Loop Trail.

The Wrigley Memorial honors the memory of 
William Wrigley Jr., founder of the Wrigley 
chewing gum company. He was interred 
for a short time at the Wrigley Memorial 
but is now laid to rest in Glendale, CA. The 
Wrigley family has played an instrumental 
role in Catalina’s history, bringing numerous 
improvements to the Island. 

The Memorial and the surrounding gardens 
were the creation of Wrigley’s wife, Ada, who 
supervised the planting of the original desert 
plant collection in 1935. Today, the garden 
places a special emphasis on California island 
endemic plants, which are plants found 
nowhere else in the world. Many of these 
plants are extremely rare, and some are on 
the Endangered Species list.

NO RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Ticket prices range from free to $7 for adults.

Conservancy members get free admission. 
Please bring membership card. 

For more information, please call: 
310-510-2897 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

AIRPORT IN THE SKY
The world-famous Airport in the Sky sits atop a 1,602-foot mountain, 
providing a popular destination for visitors from Avalon, hikers, pilots and 
their passengers. The Wildlands Express and Jeep Eco Tours bring guests to 
the airport, where they can enjoy lunch and the Airport’s renowned home-
baked “Killer Cookies.” 

The bison herds occasionally roam close enough to be seen from the airport. 
A Nature Center, with illustrated outdoor displays, describes the Conservancy’s 
conservation work and the Island’s history. Nearby, a short hike along the 
Airport Loop Trail takes visitors through a unique Soapstone Quarry used by 
the Tongva, the Native Americans that once inhabited the Island. 

Flying into the Airport in the Sky has been a popular way to visit the Island 
since the facility opened in 1946. The pilots gather at the airport for social 
fly-ins the second Saturday of every month. Landing fees are $25 per day, 
but members of the Conservancy’s Aero Club receive free unlimited landings. 
(Read more about the pilots’ experiences in the story on page 12.)

For more information, please call: 310-510-0143 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (winter) and 7 p.m. (summer)

AIRPORT IN THE SKY 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (winter)  
and 7 p.m. (summer) 
310-510-0143

Please note that all Conservancy offices and most tours 
are closed on Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

With the 
Conservancy’s 
stewardship, 
Catalina’s 
wildlands are 
available today 
and for future 
generations  
to explore  
and enjoy.

CONSERVANCY TIMES     S P R I N G  2 0 1 7 8 9

PH
O

TO
S:

 J
A

C
K

 B
A

LD
EL

LI
, M

A
TT

 M
C

C
LA

IN



Tr
ek

ki
ng

 C
at

al
in

a CREATING A WORLD-CLASS HIKING EXPERIENCE

Hikers often have to scrabble up steep, gravel-strewn paths to reach Lone Tree 

Point about eight miles above Avalon. On a clear day, their hard work is rewarded 

with spectacular views from Catalina’s rugged hillsides to the San Diego shoreline 

and beyond. 

Reaching such extraordinary vistas will soon be easier thanks to Trekking Catalina, 

the most extensive enhancement of the Catalina Island Conservancy’s hiking trail 

network since the 2009 opening of the 37.2-mile Trans-Catalina Trail. Crews are 

hard at work on improving Lone Tree Point Trail and many others as part of Trekking 

Catalina, a major expansion of the Island’s hiking opportunities. 

GROUNDBREAKING CELEBRATION

The Conservancy, its Board of Directors, 
program partners, supporters and staff 
celebrated the groundbreaking for Trekking 
Catalina and honored former Los Angeles 
County Fourth District Supervisor Don 
Knabe for his many contributions to the 
Conservancy and the Island late last year. 

Knabe and his staff have been 
champions of the Conservancy and 
Catalina, providing much-needed funding 
for numerous projects, including a $1.5 
million Proposition A—Los Angeles County 
Regional Parks and Open Space grant for 
Trekking Catalina. The Conservancy’s 
wildlands are part of LA County’s open 
space and natural areas.

“I have visited Catalina Island for 
decades, and I was thrilled to be able to 
help the Conservancy launch this major 
expansion of its hiking trails,” said Knabe. 
“The Conservancy has done an outstanding 
job of protecting and restoring the Island, 
while also ensuring the public could 
experience and explore California’s only 
accessible destination island. With Trekking 
Catalina, the Conservancy will create a 
world-class hiking experience on Catalina.”

IMPROVEMENT IN TRAILS

Tony Budrovich, the Conservancy’s 
president and CEO, thanked Knabe for 
his support and said Trekking Catalina is 
a substantial improvement to Catalina’s 
hiking trails.

MAJOR MILESTONE IN IMAGINE CATALINA

The Conservancy is installing sustainable restrooms that will meet the 
need for facilities to improve the hiking experience and help to protect 
the environment. In addition, the Conservancy is installing new signage 
to make it easier for hikers to find their way around the Island. 

Some of the trail expansion work is being performed by the 
Conservation Corps of Long Beach (CCLB) to fulfill Prop A youth 
employment goals. Through CCLB’s leadership, Avalon youth and the 
Student Conservation Association have also had the opportunity to work 
on the trail project so they can gain work experience in construction and 
conservation.

The groundbreaking for Trekking Catalina is another major 
milestone in IMAGINE CATALINA, the Conservancy’s long-range 
strategic vision and master plan. The groundbreaking came just four 
months after the Conservancy began construction of its new visitors’ 
center, The Trailhead, in Avalon, which is another major component  
of IMAGINE CATALINA.

“Trekking Catalina is a sustainable and environmentally 
sound way to expand hiking opportunities on the Island and to 
encourage people to see California as beautiful as it once was—
wild, open and free of development,” he said.

The Conservancy is committed to providing nature-based 
recreational activities on Catalina Island, and Trekking Catalina 
is expanding those opportunities by creating 26.7 miles of newly 
developed hiking trails on the Island. It is minimizing the impact 
on the land by upgrading and consolidating “social trails,” which 
are unofficial trails created by wildlife and the foot traffic of 
campers and other users over time. 

Breaking ground for the Trekking Catalina trail expansion project are, from 
left, Tony Budrovich, Conservancy president and CEO; Ann M. Muscat, PhD, 
former Conservancy president and CEO; Alison Wrigley Rusack, Conservancy 
benefactor member; former LA County Supervisor Don Knabe; John Cotton, 
former Conservancy board chair and IMAGINE CATALINA co-chair;  
Dan Knapp, Conservation Corps of Long Beach executive director and CEO; 
and Jane Beesley, district administrator for LA County Parks and Recreation 
and Open Space District.

Please help the Conservancy create this world-class 
hiking experience with your donation. 

Please contact Elizabeth Whitted-Dawson 
Development Manager, Institutional Giving 
562-437-8555 ext. 1238 or  
EDawson@CatalinaConservancy.org

“The Conservancy has done an outstanding job 
of protecting and restoring the Island, while 
also ensuring the public could experience 
and explore California’s only accessible 
destination island. With Trekking Catalina, the 
Conservancy will create a world-class hiking 
experience on Catalina.”
Former LA County Supervisor Don Knabe
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Don Knabe presents 
Conservancy President and CEO 
Tony Budrovich with a resolution 
honoring the Conservancy 
at the Trekking Catalina 
groundbreaking ceremony.
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AIRPORT IN THE SKY
A Favorite Destination for SoCal Pilots and Island Visitors

Garrett E. Reisman, PhD, is a former NASA astronaut who has traveled to the bottom 
of the sea and to outer space. But his favorite trip on terra firma is a flight aboard his 
own plane to the Catalina Island Conservancy’s Airport in the Sky.

“Catalina only takes about 15 minutes when you fly,” he said. “But when you land at the 
airport, you feel like you are in a different country. It is so relaxing and peaceful. It’s like a 
great antidote. You get the sense of leaving the world behind.”

Located atop a 1,602-foot mountaintop in the middle of the Island, the Airport in the 
Sky is a favorite destination for Southern California pilots. The general aviation airport has 
8,000 to 9,000 landings per year. Only about 15% of those are commercial flights delivering 
supplies, so the vast majority are private pilots.

POPULAR SPOT FOR RESIDENTS AND VISITORS 

The airport is also a popular destination for residents and visitors who arrive by boat. 
They can travel the approximately 10 miles from Avalon on a Jeep Eco Tour, the Wildlands 
Express, aboard other shuttles or by bike or on foot. The airport is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
in the winter and until 7 p.m. in the summer. 

It’s home to DC-3 Gifts and Grill, a restaurant and gift shop, where visitors can enjoy 
what’s described on the menu as Buffalo (Bison) Burgers, which come from mainland—not 
Island—bison herds. The burgers are so popular that Justin Bollum, airport operations 
manager, said pilots joke that they fly over for their “hundred dollar hamburgers” in 
reference to the price of the flight rather than the cost of the burgers.

“Many will also take advantage of the trails close by the airport to burn off some of those 
calories, especially if they get one of the restaurant’s famous ‘Killer Cookies,’” he said. 

HIKING AND CAMPING NEARBY

Reisman, who is now the director of space operations at SpaceX, said he and his wife, 
Simone Francis, who is also a pilot, and their 5-year-old son, Buster Reisman, enjoy hiking 
and camping at Black Jack and Two Harbors campgrounds. 

“Buster loves the tire swing at Black Jack campground,” Reisman said. “He will hike the 
full two miles out and back thinking about the tire swing and the ice cream at the airport.”

Reisman said he especially loves the historic feel of the airport. Originally 
commissioned by the Wrigley family in 1940, when they owned most of the Island, the 
airport was carved out of the surrounding landscape by leveling two mountain tops and 
filling in the remaining canyon to create the nearly 3,200-foot runway. Because of World War 
II, construction was halted, and the airfield, along with the rest of Catalina Island, was leased 
to the U.S. government during the war. 

HISTORIC LOCATION

The runway was covered with debris so that enemy aircraft would not be able to use it as 
a base. After the Island was returned to the Wrigley Family and the Santa Catalina Island 
Company, the runway was paved and the tower and terminal building completed. 

The Conservancy took over the airport’s ownership and operations after its formation  
in 1972. It continues to operate it as a general aviation airport. The Conservancy has repaired 
and improved the historic structures but much more remains to be done. 

“It’s really one of my favorite airports,” said Reisman. “The runway has potholes, but  
I love that the old terminal has such a sense of history.”

The Catalina Aero Club
One of the Conservancy’s most popular support groups is the Catalina Aero Club, which helps 
support the airport’s maintenance and improvements. Membership is $150 a year and entitles 
members to unlimited landings at the airport. Otherwise, the fee is $25 per landing. Other 
benefits include: 

 ▶ 20% off Wildlands Express shuttle service for members and their guests

 ▶ Invitations to social and special events at Airport in the Sky

 ▶ A free “Killer Cookie” with $10 entree food purchase at the Airport’s DC-3 Gifts and Grill

 ▶ One annual Freewheeler bike pass

 ▶ 50% off Conservancy campground fees

 ▶ Complimentary subscription to Conservancy Times and online e-newsletter

 ▶ Discounts at various Avalon merchants

To join the Aero Club, please visit any Conservancy office, the airport tower  
or CatalinaConservancy.org.

Garrett E. Reisman, PhD, a former NASA 
astronaut, with his wife, Simone Francis, and 
their son, Buster, says the Airport in the Sky is  
a favorite destination for his family.

Above, the airport’s deck for dining and viewing 
the scenery. Right, the airport’s runway.
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C O N S E R VA N C Y  C E L E B R AT I O N

Presented by Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc.
Presenting Partner

22nd ANNUAL 
CATALINA ISLAND CONSERVANCY BALL

AVALON CASINO BALLROOM, CATALINA ISLAND

SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 2017

DOORS OPEN AND HOSTED COCKTAILS 
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.

DINNER AND DANCING 
7 p.m. to 11 p.m.

SILENT AND LIVE AUCTIONS 

GENERAL TICKETS: $300 per person

SPONSORSHIPS BEGIN AT $1,500

For event details, to purchase tickets and sponsorships and to 
preview auction items, please visit CatalinaConservancy.org

Questions? Please call 562-437-8555 ext. 1239  
Or email Ball@CatalinaConservancy.org

R E S E R V E  Y O U R  S E A T  T O D A Y ! 

Taking Flight
At the 22nd Annual  
Catalina Island Conservancy Ball

This year’s Ball theme—Taking Flight—highlights 
the newest adventure for the Catalina Island 

Conservancy. With the successful launch of its 
IMAGINE CATALINA capital campaign, the 
Conservancy is building a strong foundation to 
secure the ecological health of the Island while 
enhancing the ability for current and future 
generations to enjoy its beauty and tranquility. 

The Ball will welcome new Conservancy President 
and CEO Tony Budrovich, who is poised to lead the 
Conservancy into the future by “taking flight” on 
a whirlwind of initiatives to better serve the Island. 
Additionally, the Ball will highlight the spectacular 
avian community that lives on and visits Catalina. 
These feathered friends play an important role in 
the Island’s ecology, serving as one of the main 
methods of introducing new species to Catalina. 

Please join this spectacular celebration by 
becoming a sponsor or purchasing a ticket. 
The Host Committee—comprised of a variety 
of Conservancy partners—is on board to help 
the Conservancy exceed its fundraising goal of 
$650,000. Your support of the Conservancy Ball 
will help make this possible. 

In addition to the Ball itself, sponsors will start 
the evening with the exclusive Pre-Ball Sponsor 
Reception at the beautiful Catherine’s Terrace at 
Descanso Beach Club. Then they can make their 
way to the Casino Ballroom for the dinner and 
silent auction, where they can bid on hundreds  
of auction items and dance their way through  
the night. 

This is the party of the year, and it is the 
Conservancy’s most important fundraiser. The 
Conservancy relies upon your support, so please 
become a sponsor or donate an item to our 
auction. See you there—FEATHERS OPTIONAL!

The annual Ball has raised more than $5.8 million over 
the past 21 years for the Conservancy’s conservation, 
education and recreation programs. 

 

Ball Checklist
 Purchase sponsorship  

 or tickets.

 Preview auction online  

 and watch favorites.

 Make boat    

 reservations. 

 Special 11:58 p.m.  

 return!

 Invite friends!!
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C O N S E R VA N C Y  R E S E A R C H

Studying Allen’s Hummingbirds
Seeking Increased Understanding of one of Catalina’s Native Species

David Rankin hid among the bushes, 
a string poised in his hand, awaiting 

his tiny but quick quarry. Within minutes, 
one of Catalina Island’s native birds, a 
sub-species of the Allen’s hummingbird 
(Selasphorus sasin sedentarius), zoomed 
in for a sip of sugar water from the 
hummingbird feeder.

Rankin dropped the screen, setting 
loose a net that quickly surrounded the 
bird. This trap makes it possible for Rankin 
to band his quarry and collect fecal 
samples to determine its diet.

“The hummingbirds seemingly appear 
out of nowhere and surround the feeder,” 
he said.

Rankin is collecting the samples 
for Christopher J. Clark, PhD, a biology 
professor at the University of California, 
Riverside (UCR), who specializes in 
hummingbirds, and Erin Wilson-Rankin, 
PhD, a UCR entomology professor 
specializing in trophic ecology and 
invasive species.

They launched the research project 
to increase their understanding of the 
Channel Islands Allen’s hummingbird. The 
tiny birds evolved on the Channel Islands 
to be slightly larger than their mainland 
counterparts, and they don’t migrate, 
which led researchers to question how 
they survive in the arid Channel Islands’ 
climates. 

HUMMINGBIRDS COLONIZED 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

In the past 50 years, Rankin said the 
Channel Islands Allen’s hummingbirds 
have colonized portions of Southern 
California, starting in the Palos Verdes 
Peninsula, where the plant life is similar 
to the Channel Islands, and expanding 
around the region. In expanding their 
range, Rankin said the Channel Islands 
subspecies flourished in the lush foliage  
of Southern Californians’ backyards.

That led researchers to question how 
the birds survived on the Channel Islands, 
where low rainfall totals produce far 
fewer flowering plants. Flowering plants 
are essential to hummingbirds’ survival. 
Rankin said hummingbirds consume more 
than their body weight in nectar on a daily 
basis because of the enormous energy they 
must expend to beat their wings at rates of 
up to 50 times per second. 

INSECTS PROVIDE FOOD

The researchers know the hummingbirds 
also eat insects, so they are seeking 
samples to understand which insects they 
eat, especially in the winter. Rankin said 
their initial findings indicate the birds 
are surviving on Catalina and Santa Cruz 
islands by finding non-native flowering 
plants, such as eucalyptus and tree tobacco, 
which bloom during times of the year 
when other flowering plants are not in 
bloom.

“Fall is the hard time for them when 
it hasn’t rained in six months or so, and 
all the flowers that bloomed in spring and 
summer are done,” said Rankin. “There is 
no fresh new growth because there is no 
rain. This is the time when we are curious 
as to how they are able to hang on.”

Hummingbirds consume more 
than their body weight in 
nectar daily to provide energy 
to power their flight.

Above and left, David Rankin conducting 
hummingbird research on Catalina.  
Below, an Anna’s hummingbird seeks nectar.

Above, the Channel Islands Allen’s hummingbird perches on a branch.  
Below, researcher David Rankin takes measurements as part of his hummingbird research.

Catalina’s Hummingbirds

Catalina Island is home to three 
hummingbirds: the Channel Islands 
Allen’s hummingbird (Selasphorus 
sasin sedentarius), the migratory Allen’s 
hummingbird (Selasphorus sasin sasin) 
and the Anna’s hummingbird (Calypte 
anna).

Anna’s hummingbird is a 
traditionally non-migratory bird and can 
be identified by its iridescent emerald 
plumage and sparkling pink throat. The 
Channel Islands Allen’s hummingbird has 
a slightly longer wing, tail and bill than 
its mainland counterpart, the migratory 
Allen’s hummingbird.

To identify the native or the 
migratory species, the male Allen’s 
hummingbirds have a green back and 
forehead and an iridescent orange-red 
throat patch. The female and immature 
Allen’s hummingbirds are similarly 
colored but lack the iridescent throat 
patch. Instead, they have a series of 
speckles on their throats. 

Because nectar is the primary 
and essential food source for these 
tiny birds, look for California fuchsia, 
monkeyflower or sages to find a 
hummingbird on Catalina.
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C O N S E R VA N C Y  N E W S S P E C I A L  E V E N T S

Leave your own lasting memory on Catalina

Remember the Conservancy  
in your estate plans.
Call 562-437-8555 ext. 1228

Sixth Annual Catalina: The Wild Side Art Show 
Featured 10 Renowned Plein Air Painters 

Art lovers gathered at the Newport 
Harbor Yacht Club for the Sixth 

Annual Catalina: The Wild Side Art Show, 
where they sipped wine and purchased 
works of art from 10 nationally recognized 
plein air artists who captured Catalina 
Island’s conservation, its wildlands and 
Avalon and Two Harbors in their paintings. 

The show featured newly created 
works depicting scenes from the Island 
painted in the plein air style, which is 
painting nature while in nature. The 
artists were Brian Blood, John Cosby, Don 
Demers, Kathleen Dunphy, Andy Evansen, 
Debra Huse, Laurie Kersey, Kim Lordier, 
Ron Rencher and Matt Smith.

“The artists created gorgeous portraits 
of the Island’s wildlands, and the purchase 

MANY THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

PRESENTING PARTNER

City National Bank

ARTIST PARTNER

Capital Group Companies

PALETTE PARTNERS

Bluewater Grill
Newport Harbor Yacht Club

of their works helps the Conservancy tell 
the story of its conservation work through 
the visual arts,” said Tony Budrovich, 
Conservancy president and CEO. 

Proceeds from the sales of the artwork 
benefit the Conservancy’s conservation, 
education and recreation programs. They 
also support the Conservancy’s permanent 
collection of plein air art that documents 
the organization’s conservation efforts and 
progress in habitat restoration. Many of 
the paintings acquired during previous 
shows are on display for the public in the 
Conservancy’s Nature Center in Avalon 
Canyon. 

Artists who participated in the show are, from left, Don Demers, John Cosby, Brian Blood, Laurie Kersey, 
Debra Huse, Kathleen Dunphy, Andy Evansen, Ron Rencher, Matt Smith and Kim Lordier.

Tim Kielpinski
New Chief Operating Officer 

Tim Kielpinski, an avid backpacker and 
lover of the outdoors, is the Catalina 

Island Conservancy’s new chief operating 
officer. He fills the position previously  
held by Tony Budrovich, who became  
the Conservancy’s president and CEO in 
June 2016.

Kielpinski had already hiked portions 
of the Pacific Crest and John Muir trails 
and summited Mount Whitney, the tallest 
mountain in the contiguous United States, 
before he moved to Catalina. On the Island, 
he said he’s found a little time to enjoy 
hiking and mountain biking in between 
all the obligations of overseeing the 
Conservancy’s operations. 

“Catalina is such a special place,” 
Kielpinski said. “It is so close to LA but a 
world away from the hustle and bustle of 
the city. I feel very fortunate to be here.”

Kielpinski is a West Point graduate 
and former Army captain who had 
managed facilities at both nonprofit and 
for-profit organizations before joining 
the Conservancy. From 2014 to 2016, he 
served as the assistant deputy director 
of operations at the California Science 
Center. He led a staff of about 80, oversaw 
its construction projects and managed 
all aspects of the science center’s campus, 
which hosts about 2.3 million guests  
per year.

Suzy Gardner is passionate about the 
outdoors. She grew up on the lakes 

around New Orleans, LA, and loves being 
in nature and near the water. 

So she was “incredibly excited” to have 
the opportunity to combine her passion 
for the outdoors with her professional 
fundraising skills as the Catalina Island 
Conservancy’s chief development officer. 
She joined the Conservancy in December, 
focusing on the ongoing capital campaign, 
the organization’s other fundraising efforts 
and its communications, marketing and 
membership programs. 

“I am so honored to be able to 
support the great work being done by the 
Conservancy team,” she said. “Protecting 
and restoring Catalina’s unique wildlands 
and wildlife is vital. So is educating today’s 
youth about the Island because they are  
the future for Catalina and for all the 
special places needing protection around 
the world.”

“We are thrilled to have a leader 
of Tim’s caliber join our team,” said 
Budrovich. “He has been a great addition 
to our leadership team, and he has 
already demonstrated his enthusiasm 
and commitment for fulfilling the 
Conservancy’s mission of protecting and 
restoring Catalina Island. He keeps it 
accessible for visitors and residents to enjoy 
nature-based recreation.”

Kielpinski began his career in the U.S. 
Army, where he served for nine years and 
rose to the rank of captain and company 
commander. His next job was working for 
two IT companies in Alabama. He moved 
to California in 2002 to become the owner 
and general manager of a retail garden 
center in Tehachapi before joining the 
California Science Center in 2014.

Gardner has more than 15 years 
of development experience and holds 
degrees in accounting and psychology, 
as well as a master’s degree in nonprofit 
management. She moved to California 
in January to serve as director of 
development and communications for 
Project Hope Alliance, helping to advance 
the mission of ending intergenerational 
homelessness in Orange County. 

“We are so pleased to have Suzy join 
our leadership team in this important 
role,” said Tony Budrovich, Conservancy 
president and CEO. “Her visionary 
leadership and extensive experience are 
helping the Conservancy to grow and 
thrive.”

Before moving to California, 
Gardner served as director of 
development and communications 
at Emergency Family Assistance 
Association in Boulder, CO, and as 
development director at Boulder Valley 

Women’s Health Center. 
She also served as development and 

major gifts officer at Rueckert-Hartman 
College for Health Professions at Regis 
University in Denver and as a development 
assistant at Mental Health Partners in 
Boulder. In addition, she assisted in 
the launch of new Colorado nonprofit, 
Collegiate Crossings, where she completed 
a term as board president. Prior to her 
nonprofit leadership, she had worked in  
the for-profit world as a certified 
purchasing manager.

Suzy Gardner New Chief Development Officer
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HONOR ROLL OF DONORS 
*Listing includes annual support from July 1, 2016 to Dec. 31, 2016, exclusive of auction items donated to or purchased at the Conservancy Ball and Catalina: The Wild Side 
Art Show. Excludes gifts made to the IMAGINE CATALINA campaign. Gifts listed in order of amount.

$250,000+

Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc.

Geoffrey Claflin and Alison 
Wrigley Rusack

Steve and Pat Chazen

$50,000–$249,999

Blanny Avalon Hagenah

Kenneth T. and Eileen L. Norris 
Foundation

James H. Ackerman Family and 
Evalyn M. Bauer Foundation

$25,000–$49,999 

Tesoro Southern California

Maria Pellegrini

Victoria and Dorn Dean

The Boone Foundation

A.G. Cox Charity Trust

John and Cindy Cotton

Coca-Cola Foundation

$10,000–$24,999

Friends of the Island Fox, Inc.

Randy and K.C. Boelsems

The Redsun Family Trust

Natural Resources Conservation 
Service

Earl B. Gilmore Foundation

G.T. and Shannon Frost

Frank and Joann Randall

Bob and Mai Breech

Doug and Judy Levi

Rick and Candace Emsiek

Erickson Family  
Charitable Foundation

Gardner Grout Foundation

US Bank

City National Bank

$5,000–$9,999

The Hexberg Family Foundation

Lynne Brickner and  
Gerald Gallard

Jerome and Anne Ryan

Hank and Diane Hilty

Nelson and Mimi Jones

Diane Wilkinson

Tricia and Will Hagenah

Misdee Wrigley and James M. 
Miller Charitable Foundation

Laura and Carlton Seaver

Howard Higholt

Richard and Marie Knowles

Johnny Carson Foundation

Stephen and Ann Hinchliffe

Capital Group Companies

David and Pat Lamb

Pat and Libby Werner

Roger and Sarah Chrisman

Shaun and Katy Tucker

Bluewater Grill

T.C. Collins and Associates, Inc.

The Cynthia and George 
Mitchell Foundation

$2,500–$4,999 

Thornton S. Glide, Jr. and 
Katrina D. Glide Foundation

Ann Muscat and Jack Baldelli

Bruce and Lisa Gelker

Bob and Beth Huston

Geraldine Knatz and  
John Mulvey

Trent and Linda Anderson

Douglas West and  
Irene Ziebarth

Bob Voit

Jack and Shirley Herron

Richard and Elizabeth Steele 
Fund

Gary and Sandi Hill

Tom and Gerda Sparks

John and Barbara Anglin

David and Kay Linden

Alex and Janet Boggs

Steve and Stephanie Hathaway

Jeann Frost

Ron and Cheryl Roberts

James and Diane Connelly

Mike and Gloria Sullivan

Catalina Express

Trader Joe’s

Philip and Maureen Ramer

Janice Rutherford Hinds

Pamela Turbeville

Todd and Tatiana James

Scott and Tammie Stuart

Richard Woodward

Jessica Hibbs

Jack and Yueh Mei Tucey

Steve High

$500–$2,499

Kleiner Cohen Foundation

Board of Supervisors— 
County of Los Angeles

Lee Harrison

Steve and Lauren Tabor

Balboa Yacht Club

Los Caballeros

J.K. and Robin Leason

San Diego Yacht Club

Morrie and Carol Kirk

W.M. Keck Foundation

Chris Spenker

Larry and Terry Grill

Las Caballeras

Ruben Rojas

Ben and Denise Carter

Nancy Dubois

John and Cindi Ganahl

Hudson and Michele Saffell

Patty Hathaway

Marian Cormie

Paul and Polly Stemler

Mike and Antonia Massie

Thomas and Renette Crone

Emily Vogler and Daniel Flynn

Julia Banning

Todd and Jean Walker

Mary Lou Jefferson

William and Kathleen Mudd

Steve and Becky Smith

Port of Long Beach

Michael and Linda Rivkin Fund at 
The San Diego Foundation

Howard and Jeanne Tuttle

Gillian Groves and  
Gerald Petersen

Dick and Alison Johnston

Luz Seastrom

Cyrus and Lori Smith

Laurie and John Romanak

Buzz Cuccia

Lawrence Dubois

Allison and Robert Price  
Family Foundation

Lester Smull

Mark and Cathy Bissell

Ecolab Foundation

David Lindquist and Karen Bohan

James Frank

Nathan Holthouser

Southern California Edison

United Way, Inc.

Wayne and Susan Nelson

Willis and Judith Longyear

Homer and Gloria Harvey

Thomas and Karen Linden

Geri and Richard Peckham

Wilson and Eleanor Edwards

Bob and Barbara Ellis

Brad Avery and Julie Clevenger

Jim Corcoran

Barry and Sharla Boehm

Robert and Patricia Sandberg

Otten Foundation

Gordon Barienbrock

Kim Megonigal

Juan Blanco

Ann Mullins

Skip and Deborah Hudson

Garen Smith

Rick Barrett

Elizabeth Madden

Henry E. and Consuelo S. Wenger 
Foundation, Inc.

In 2016, the Catalina Island Conservancy launched an 
exciting, new $17 million capital campaign: IMAGINE 
CATALINA. Developed over several years with a wide 
range of input, IMAGINE CATALINA is a long-range 
strategic vision for the Conservancy’s growth and 
evolution over the next 20 years. 

The first phase of IMAGINE CATALINA includes The 
Trailhead, the Conservancy’s new, prominently located 
visitor center depicted in the drawing above. The 
Trailhead will serve as Catalina’s “wildlands concierge” 
where visitors can get information on hiking, biking, 
camping and tours, as well as Catalina’s natural history, 
ecology and geology. 

Also included in Phase One is Trekking Catalina, the most 
extensive enhancement of the Island’s hiking trail network 
since the 2009 opening of the Trans-Catalina Trail, and 
the continued ecological restoration of the Island’s  
West End. 

Thanks to the generous support of donors listed on 
this page, work on these projects is already underway. 
However, an additional $2.6 million is needed by the end 
of 2017 to complete Phase One of IMAGINE CATALINA. 

Won’t you please join the Conservancy in creating a 
healthier future for Catalina by giving generously to 
IMAGINE CATALINA? Your support ensures a future 
in which Catalina Island remains a model for ecological 
health and public enjoyment.

For more information, please contact: 
Suzy Gardner 
Chief Development Officer 
562-437-8555 ext. 1228 
SGardner@CatalinaConservancy.org

IMAGINE CATALINA DONORS

PLEASE JOIN US IN ENVISIONING 

THE FUTURE FOR CATALINA
James H. Ackerman Family and  
Evalyn M. Bauer Foundation
David and Linda Adams
Annenberg Foundation
Anonymous
Philip and Shelley Belling
Board of Supervisors, County of  
Los Angeles
Bob and Mai Breech
James and Mary Buckingham
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Calder
Steve and Pat Chazen
Robert and Sharon Coors
John P. and Cindy Cotton
Crevier Family Foundation
The Croul Family Foundation
Roger and Sandy DeYoung
Andrew and Corinne Dossett
Rick and Candace Emsiek
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon T. Frost, Jr.
Blanny Avalon Hagenah
Patricia and Will Hagenah
Susan and Phil Hagenah  
In Memory of Helen and Phil Wrigley
John and Dana Hagenah
Shelli A. Herman  
In Honor of Ann Muscat, PhD
Jack and Shirley Herron
Howard Higholt
Hank and Diane Hilty
Ann and Steve Hinchliffe
James W. and Anne D. Johnson  
Family Foundation
Gary and Kellie Johnson

Dick and Alison Johnston
Nelson and Mimi Jones
Richard and Vicki Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Roy H. Jones
Geraldine Knatz and John Mulvey
David and Pat Lamb
Roger Lang
Drew and Jane Lanza
Los Angeles County Regional Park  
and Open Space District
Patrick and Mari McAlister
Tony and Claire Michaels
Misdee Wrigley and  
James Mather Miller
Ann Muscat and Jack Baldelli
Kenneth T. and Eileen L. Norris 
Foundation
Calen and Amber Offield
Maria Pellegrini
Stephen and Kathy Prough
Philip and Maureen Ramer
Renton Family
Mary Rooney
Alison Wrigley Rusack and  
Geoffrey Claflin Rusack
The Richard C. Seaver Charitable Trust
Steve and Becky Smith
Claire A. Stuart Charitable Trust
Mike and Gloria Sullivan
Jim and Vicki Warmington
Douglas M. West and Irene E. Ziebarth
Justin and Julie Wilson
Richard Woodward
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ANY OF THESE EVENTS, GO TO  
CATALINACONSERVANCY.ORG OR CALL 562-437-8555

CONSERVANCY CALENDAR

22nd Annual  
Conservancy Ball
April 1 
Join us for one of the biggest 
events of the year at the 
historic Avalon Casino Ballroom 
on Catalina Island. The 22nd 
Annual Conservancy Ball 
promises to be another exciting 
and elegant evening of dining, 
dancing and fun benefitting 
the Conservancy. For more 
information, please visit the 
Conservancy’s website or call 
562-437-8555 ext. 1239. To 
ensure you receive a formal 
invitation to the ball, please 
send your mailing address to 
Ball@CatalinaConservancy.
org.

BZ Jones Hike 
April 8
Join the Marineros support 
group for an exciting hike that 
will honor the legacy of one 
of the Conservancy’s most 
dedicated supporters and 
volunteers, the late Graham 
“BZ” Jones. The BZ Jones Hike 
is an annual, one-day trek that 

usually covers about 12 miles 
across the width of Catalina 
Island. Food and transportation 
are included in the registration 
price for the hike. 

Explore the Channel Islands
Summer/Fall 
Join the Conservancy for a 
boat trip to one of the Channel 
Islands and a hike. This annual 
tour gives participants a rare 
chance to learn more about 
the other islands. Lunch will be 
provided. Keep an eye out for 
additional details and a date.

Los Caballeros Catalina Ride
September 20–24
Members of Los Caballeros, 
accomplished horsemen 
who are also members of 
the Conservancy’s Catalina 
Caballeros support group, 
will enjoy their 68th Annual 
Catalina Trek. For more 
information, please visit 
LosCaballeros.org.

Seventh Annual Catalina: 
The Wild Side Art Show 
October 22
A passion for Catalina Island 
and plein air art come together 
in one extraordinary afternoon. 
The show features nationally 
acclaimed plein air artists, who 
will display their interpretations 
of Catalina’s rugged wildlands 
and scenic beauty. Proceeds 
from the sale of these unique 
paintings support the growth 
of a permanent collection 
of plein air artwork that 
documents the Island’s wild 
side and the Conservancy’s 
restoration efforts. 

Catalina Eco-Marathon
November 18
Billed as the “hardest race  
you will ever love,” the Eco 
Marathon offers runners the 
option of either a 13.1-mile  
or 26.2-mile course. Both 
courses feature rugged and 
breathtaking trails with 
spectacular views of the Pacific 
Ocean and the Island’s wildlife. 
For more information, please 
visit RunCatalina.com.


