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TOP NEWS

By Waheeda Harris
PALM SPRINGS — For eastern Cana-
dians who love the desert, Air Canada 
Rouge offers a new winter escape:  three 
times a week service to Palm Springs, 
California on Wednesday, Saturday and 
Sunday. Launched in mid-December, 
Air Canada Rouge has also added three 
additional routes for this winter: Mon-
treal to Puerto Vallarta, Mexico and San 
Jose, Costa Rica and Toronto to Port of 
Spain, Trinidad.

With fanfare (and sweet treats) at 
both Toronto Pearson Airport and Palm 
Springs International Airport, Air Can-
ada Rouge’s new route was welcome 
news to the small resort town of the 
Coachella Valley as local tourism offi-
cials are excited to showcase their part 
of California to eastern Canadians. 

“Canada has always been a strong 
market for Palm Springs,” explained 
Mary Jo Ginther, Visit Palm Springs Di-
rector, “and we know that a direct flight 
from Air Canada Rouge will provide a 
great opportunity for the city and re-
gion.” With a population of 45,000, 
Palm Springs may not be a big city, but 
it has many benefits. 

Located two hours from Los Angeles 
and four hours from Las Vegas, Palm 

Hollywood stars have always flocked to 
Palm Springs, and now Air Canada Rouge 
passengers can too

Springs is well-known for its sunny weath-
er, local hot springs and abundance of 
agriculture including California dates and 
avocados as well as being the hot spot 
for Hollywood celebs of the past. 

Back in the 1950s and 1960s this des-
ert oasis became a hangout of A-list-
er movie stars and the Rat Pack, from 
Frank Sinatra, Sammy Davis Jr. and 
Dean Martin to Marilyn Monroe, Kim 
Novak and Ava Gardner. And with all 
those celebrities purchasing houses, the 
lasting legacy isn’t just the Palm Springs 
Walk of Stars found throughout the 
downtown, but the mid-century mod-
ern homes and buildings that have now 
become another reason to visit and led 
to the formation of Modernism Week, a 
week-long February festival devoted to 
the discussion and preservation of the 
city’s mid-century style. 

Visit Palm Springs recently launched a 
Visit Palm Springs mobile app, offering 
a wide variety of tourism information as 
well as way to create self-guided tours 
of local modernist architecture. Another 
option for visitors is Palm Springs Mod-
ern Tours, led by architecture historian 
Robert Imber, who mixes architecture, 
pop culture and choice tidbits of the 
well-known who lived here and those 
who have restored architectural gems. 

Desert Adventures Tours 
offers Jeep tours of the 
Coachella Valley, including 
one at night that allows 
participants to hike in 
slot canyons, learn about 
valley plants and wildlife, 
and stargaze.

Frey House II, Palm Springs

Palm Springs Art Museum
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