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stone and glass floors and endless 
seating areas to gaze at the Caribbean 
Sea. Two butlers are assigned to each 
villa, seeing to guests’ needs around 
the clock, whether for food, drink, 
tours or transportation.

From the villa entrance, the view of the 
sea beckons guests to immediately walk 
past the galley kitchen through the door 
to the deck, which on one side features a 
glass floor beside a circular hanging bed, 
a hammock for two over the sea and a 
view of the surrounding sandbar – but 
not the neighbours, thanks to the plan-
ning of the villas in a curved formation. 
“I wanted to ensure everyone had their 
privacy in these villas,” said Stewart with 
a smile “…so if you want to walk around 
naked, you can.”

The kitchen can be closed off from the 
main suite with a sliding door, which en-
ables the Sandals Butler to deliver and 
replenish extensive food and drink ame-
nities without disturbing guests. 

A central touchpad allows guests to 
change the lighting to suit the mood 
throughout the villa, while also high-
lighting the sea below, as seen through 
another glass floor that runs the length 
of the king size bed and a club chair 
seating area overlooking the deck. To 
the left is a long wood desk with an 
oversized flat screen TV above. At the 
opposite side, there’s another desk as 

Like any good competitor, Sandals Resorts is not resting 
on its existing property offers – there are so many new 
options in the Sandals Resort universe:

l Sandals Montego Bay will be finishing renovations 
to its property, updating suites and renovating its lobby 
which will now be larger and allow guests to immediately 
see the view of the Caribbean Sea upon arrival. The hotel 
lobby bar was recently redone and is now open. Renova-
tions are expected to be finished in December.

l Sandals Royal Bahamian reopened in October after 
closing for two months, renovating the pool deck, adding 
spa cabanas, updating restaurants and adding two Rolls-
Royce vehicles for transporting guests. 

l Sandals Royal Caribbean will be adding 150 more 
suites to its property on land, as the Sandals Resorts has 
purchased land adjacent to the hotel to expand.

l Sandals Barbados is currently in expansion mode, 
adding 222 more rooms, a new spa, three pools and five 

restaurants, hopefully to be completed by November 
2017, an investment of US$150 million 

l Sandals Resorts has been invited by the Government 
of Trinidad and Tobago to discuss the possibility of build-
ing Sandals and Beaches Resorts on the westward side of 
Tobago.

l Beaches Turks & Caicos has expanded its dining op-
tions with 22 restaurants featuring 19 different interna-
tional cuisines. Sandals Emerald Bay will now add two 
more restaurants to have nine dining options on property. 

l Sandals Grande St. Lucian offers an over the water 
chapel with glass floor aisle and at Sandals South Coast 
(formerly Sandals Whitehouse Resort) in Jamaica, an over 
the water aisle in the wedding chapel is now open.

The second generation of the Sandals Resorts app will 
be launched this month, allowing guests to contact butler 
staff in advance of a trip and to book spa appointments, 
dinner reservations and local excursions.

So many innovations, so little time: more news, upgrades at 
Sandals Resorts 

well as the entrance to the expansive 
bathroom with walk-in closet, sink and 
storage area, and free-standing tub 
and spacious shower area, both with 
views of the deck and sea. 

And the villas are definitely Jamaican: 
each one features a House of Marley 
audio system sourced from another 

well-known Jamaican family.
The other side of the deck features 

a comfortable seating area, two out-
door shower areas, a plunge pool and 
steps which lead to a lower lounge area 
to soak up the sun and another set of 
steps leading directly into the sea. Since 
the villas are above a sandbar, guests 
can easily walk in the shallow waters 
and spot schools of fish in the crystal 
clear waters. Each villa is as eco-friendly 
as possible, with materials and finishes 
that will not impact the surrounding 
ocean. The villas are also engineered to 

withstand a Category 5 hurricane. 
With a total budget of US$9 million, 

each villa’s budget was approximately 
$1.6 million. Stewart estimates they’re 
the most expensive rooms in the re-
gion built to date. 

While guests started checking into 
the Over-the-Water Villas for the first 
time in November 2016, for clients now 
dreaming of a vacation in one of these 
elegant abodes, their timing needs to 
be flexible, as the first availability is in 
2018. As Stewart explained, even his sis-
ter can’t get a night’s stay with reserva-
tions confirmed for the next 18 months. 

Not surprisingly, given the rave re-
views for the first five Over-the-Water 
Villas, more over-the-water accommo-
dation is on the way. This spring there 
will be 12 new 1,000-square-foot Over-
the-Water Bungalows opening at San-
dals Royal Caribbean. From a bird’s 
eye view, the dozen bungalows are 
being constructed in the shape of a 
heart. Plans are now being confirmed 
for three other Sandals properties in 
Jamaica to feature the in-demand over-
the-water accommodation and the next 
lucky property will be Sandals St. Lucia. 

With all the expansions and chang-
es, said Stewart, “Sandals Resorts 
is not competing with anyone, as 
much as we’re competing against  
ourselves.”

“I wanted to ensure 
everyone had their privacy 
in these villas,” said 
Stewart with a smile “…so 
if you want to walk around 
naked, you can.”
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