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Acclaimed north London actor Michelle Dockery on 
making the transition between Downton Abbey’s Lady 
Mary and Good Behaviour’s gun-toting Letty Dobesh
Interview LUCY ALLEN  |  Words RACHEL MANTOCK

›

A character that will forever be in the hearts 
of Downton Abbey fans, Lady Mary was 
always going to be a hard one to top, so 
Michelle Dockery wisely didn’t even try. 

Instead, she took on a role so vastly different from 
the character of Lady Mary that viewers fell in love 
with her on screen all over again, for all the 
opposite reasons. An ex convict and con artist who 
struggles with addiction, Good Behaviour’s Letty 
Dobesh is a far cry from anything even remotely 
similar to Lady Mary. The trailer sees Letty and 
friends rapping along to Run The Jewels’ cheeky 
and sexually explicit Love Again, and she picks up 
her love interest with the clever words, ‘I can’t 
promise to be witty and engaging, but I will get the 
next round’. Despite Lady Mary and Letty’s 
differences however, Dockery still feels there are 
parallels to be drawn between them both. 

‘They are two very different characters, so it was 
very freeing to play someone new,’ she explains. 
‘There are similarities between these two women, 
despite their striking differences. Letty is a very 
colourful and complex character, much like Lady 
Mary was. I’ll always have a place in my heart for 
that character. I think that you kind of take your 
characters with you as you go along in your career, 
she is someone I loved playing. Letty on the other 
hand is an extraordinary character, so raw and 
fascinating to play. I loved every minute of filming 
the first series in North Carolina.’

With the Emmy winning Downton Abbey being 
set in the 20s and Turner Network Television’s 
Good Behaviour being set in the modern day, the 
two dramas are not just characters apart but worlds 
apart. Letty Dobesh’s back story is a compelling 
one; she’s someone whose life is always one wrong 
turn, one bad decision away from implosion, which 
is actually just how she likes it. She’s intent on 
regaining custody of her biracial son Jacob, who is 
currently under the protection of her mother. With a 
restraining order in place, she starts out with no 
contact at all, which simultaneously fuels her 
addiction struggle and gives her the courage to try 
and nip it in the bud. 

In the first series she’s fresh out of prison and just 
trying to stay afloat, though it’s not long before she 
becomes caught up in a complicated web of love, 
sex and crime. While robbing a hotel, she overhears 
someone hiring a hit man and sets out to derail the 
job which sends her on a wild collision course with 
the charming killer, entangling them in a dangerous 
and seductive relationship. The TV drama is based 
on the novella series by Blake Crouch.

To begin with, Letty is not a likeable character, 
something that the north London actor relishes. She 
says: ‘Those types of characters are the best to play. 
They don’t need to be likeable for you to like them 
in that sense. Some of the best characters are those 
that don’t always behave well. The relationship 
between Letty and Javier [played by Juan Diego 



and still at it, it was fascinating’. 
After taking a look at the Good Behaviour script, 

the star says it was like nothing she 
had ever read before and that ‘as 
much as it’s dark, it can also be light 
and extremely funny’.

A one woman machine that can’t 
be slowed down, Dockery is usually 
filming multiple projects at once. She 

worked alongside Jim Broadbent and Charlotte 
Rampling in The Sense of an Ending, a film based 
on the novel by Julian Barnes, set to be released next 
month. The extraordinary actor has also secured the 
lead role in the much anticipated Netflix series 
Godless, which is set for global release this year too. 

With rumours of Downton Abbey making the leap 
to the big screen quickly gaining momentum, 
Dockery says she’s very open to stepping back into 
Lady Mary’s shoes for a film. She explains: ‘I miss 
the cast, my friends. We’re all off doing different 
things all over the world.’

Dockery is a frequent global jet setter now, which 
is part of what she loves about her career, explaining 
that she ‘ends up in places and with people I would 
never expect to meet, and that’s what is so lovely 
about the journey as an actor’.

After tragically losing her husband John Dineen 
to a rare cancer last year, her resilience and work 
ethic has astounded us all, and just like Letty, she’s 
sensational, but for all the right reasons. 

Good Behaviour Season 1 is available on Amazon Video now
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Botto] is so interesting, it’s a messed up, very 
unconventional love story. They both recognise so 
much in one another. In some ways it’s like a 
meeting of minds.’

Of getting into the complex role, she adds: ‘The 
way I see it, Letty finds it hard to exist as normal 
people do. She gets bored very easily, so dressing up 
and becoming another person as part of a scam she’s 
running is actually an addiction for her. It’s the high of 
following other people and pretending to be someone 
else to escape the pain 
of who she really is. 
That is the fun of this 
all, playing characters 
within a character, 
along with all these 
different accents. I have 
four different wigs, and they all have different names!’

Dockery thinks her southern accent is pretty 
good, stating that it’s much easier for a British actor 
to pull off than the standard American accent. While 
researching the crime side of things, she came 
across Netflix documentary The Life and Crimes of 
Doris Payne, to do with ‘a thief who is 86 years old 

It’s the high of pretending to 
be someone else to escape the 

pain of who she really is

Letty soon becomes caught 
up in a murder plot

Dockery may be taking 
on the role of Lady 
Mary once again for 
the Downton film

Dockery’s character Letty 
Dobesh struggles with addiction 
throughout the first series

Dockery (middle) with 
her fellow Downton 
Abbey cast members


