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CELEBRITY CONSPIRACY THEORIES? |

FFrom pretend babies to faking
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their own deaths

— the wilder the

story, the more we want it to be true

aveyou heardthe
oneabout Craig
Davidbeingaclone?
Attheendoflast
year, the singer was
forced toanswerabizarre rumour
thatthe real Craig David had died
afterhissecond album, and he
was astuntdouble. And that’s not
the only mad conspiracytheory
doingtherounds. There’'sthe
one about Beyoncélocking Sia
inabasement. And the one about
Louis Tomlinson’s babybeing fake
(oh,and Beyoncéhad apretend
pregnancy whilewe’re atit).

Singer Katy Perryistragic child
star JonBenet Ramsey, and
Michael Jacksonisstill alive
(and probably livingsomewhere
with Tupacand Elvis Presley).
Theinternetseemstobe awash
witharticles thathave headlines
like, “Were Sandy and Danny
from Greasereally DEAD THE
WHOLETIME?” and “This
new theory about Toy Story will
BLOW YOURMIND.” But where
thehell do these things come from,
why doweshare them — and why,
afterenough late-nightclicking, }
dowe starttobelieve them?
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WANT
MORE?

SEEING AS YOU LOVE THEM
SO MUCH, HERE ARE MORE
OUTLANDISH THEORIES...

Wehad afewideas,butwe
thoughtitwasbettertoaskan
expert. Enter Karen Douglas,
Professorof Social Psychology
atthe University of Kent,
whotold usthatitall comes
downto ourobsessionwith
celebritiesbeingsuperhuman.
“Thesesorts of stories put
forward unusual and thought-
provoking explanations for
majorevents thattypicallyhave
muchmore mundane ones,”
sheexplains. “For example,
Princess Diana’sdeath being
justaterribleaccidentdoesn’t
seemlikeanadequate explanation
forsuchasignificantoccurrence.” B
Basically, then, the God-like | B
status we give celebs makes i
usthinknothing ‘normal’ |
could happentothem. Like, |
forinstance, dying, having L
ababy, orwritinganamazing ‘I
book thateveryoneloves —didyou
know people think JK Rowling
isn’tareal personand Harry
Potter waswrittenby ateam? MILEY CYRUS
DIEDIN 2010
Herbody was
foundinthe desert
andthenew Miley is
areplacement. This
alsoapparently
happenedto Paul
McCartney, BTW.

Butcouldthereverse also
betrue - thatalotof stuff
thatgoes onwith celebrities
issoincredible that, say,
atheoryabout OJ Simpson
being Khloé Kardashian’s
realdaddoesn’tseem
thatmad. Thinkaboutit:
there were rumours

for months about

Khloé’sstepdad conspiracies do
Bruce Jenner happen,” says
transitioning, Karen. “Knowing
andthentheworld thiscaninfluence
wasintroduced ourbelief inother

theories —if thatone
waspossible, then
theseothersare,
too. The celebrity
worldisinteresting
and weird things often
happen, which may fuel
ourbelief that conspiracies
areoccurring, evenwhen
theyrenot.”
Celebsthemselves could
unwittinglybe adding
fueltothefire. These days,
autobiographies andsocial
mediaallowstarstosetthe
recordstraightorgiveusthe

to Caitlyn. Why,
then, would other
seemingly outlandish
whispersnecessarily
befake? It’slittle wonder,
forexample, thatthereare
gazillions of rumoursabout
thesexuality of various
celebritieswhenit’sbeen
revealed that Hollywood sstars
of the’50sand’60s - and even
boyband members of the’90s
and noughties - were actively
encouraged tostayinthe closet.
“Oneof thereasonsthese
theoriesarepopularisbecause '
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real truth, meaning moreand
more celebsareliftingthe curtain
separatingthem fromusand
revealingsnippets of what’s
behind. “Knowingsomesalacious
details - butnothavingthe whole
picture - makes the celebworld
ripe for conspiracies,” says Karen.
“Whenwehaveonlyalittle
bitofanideaaboutwhat’s
goingon, itfeelsuncomfortable.
People wantanswers when
issuesareimportanttothem,
and conspiracy theories can
provide them.”

Andwhatis the pointof being
aconspiracy theoryifnoone
isgoingtoshareyou? While
we've always hadisolated people
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Thisone’s pretty

bethathot.

whobelieveinArea5l,aliensand
big,bad governments, therise of
socialmediameansit’s easierthan
evertomakeawildstoryspread.
Formonths, darker corners
of the One Direction fanbase
were postingonline about
Louis Tomlinson’sbabybeing
asurrogate (orjustatotal fake)
because no one could know
thereal truth: thathe wasin
arelationshipwithbandmate
Harry Styles. Howdid that
snowball outtotherestofus
so quickly? Well, the nextstage
of thatparticularstoryisthat
itwasnoticed by sensation
specialists Buzzfeed. They
compileditintoanarticle,
which quickly gathered almost
2millionviews. Thisbrought

WORE A FAKE
BUMONWILLS

WEDDING DAY

self-explanatory,and
wecanonlyassumeit’s
based ontheideathat
noonewhoisrelated
totheroyalscould
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KHLOE'S DAD IS
NOT HERDAD
As we learned for American
Crime Story,Robert
Kardashian was OJ
Simpson’s defence lawyer.
But what you might not
know isawholelot of people
think mum Krisand OJ gotit
onand produced Khloé.
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THE CELEB
ILLUMINATI
Basically, all celebs, but
especially Jay Zand
Beyoncé, arepartofthe
llluminati-anelite
organisation of leaders
who are tasked with
ensuring the survival
of humans. Uh-oh.

thebelief toawider audience of

people, who shareditwith their

friends and the cycle continued.
Astudyreleasedin January

lastyearexplored thebehaviour

of Facebook users from 2010

t0 2014, and looked athowthey

whenitbacksup our ownbeliefs.
The samestudy found thatefforts
on Facebooktodebunkatheory
aretypicallyignored, meaning
logichaslonggone outthe window.
Of course, there couldbe
anotherreasonweshare

‘Everyone wants to be the

first with the gossip’

spread thiskind of material.
Oneofthethings they found
isthatwe’re more likely to group
withlike-minded peopleonline,
and thatwhen we're amongthese
like-minded friends, even
baseless conspiracies spread
morerapidly. Inshort, webelieve
whatourmatessay, especially

conspiracies, no matter how
mad they mightbe, andit’s
simplythatweallwanttobethe
firstwith the gossip. Everyone
lovestosay, “Have you heard
about...”andbe metwithan
excitable, “No000000”, right?
Andwhenitcomesto conspiracy
theories, it’s exactly the same.
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NICOLAS CAGE
AND KEANU
REEVES ARE

IMMORTAL

VAMPIRES
Thereare somany
pictures dedicated
tothis, that we're
full-on converts.

Look,don’tthese

old-timey photos

lookjust like them?

Andnoway are

they doctored...

“Someresearchershave suggested
thatpartof theappealisthat
theyallowpeopletofeel thatthey
areinpossession of information
thatotherpeople don’thave,
which creates afeeling of power
and control,” says Karen.

So, mostof usmightnot really
believe that Demi Lovato has
asecrettwin, that Justin Bieber
isareptile, orthat Keanu Reeves
and Nicolas Cage are actually
vampires who have been alive for
hundreds of years without ageing
(although thatone couldbetrue...),
butit’sfuntotell everyone,
especiallyif they’re hearingit for
thefirsttime. And, wow, wasitfun
when we told awhole pub Megan
Foxhasbeenreplacedbyarobot...
Il RHIANNONEVANS
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