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The crews of vessels allegedly controlled by Dongwon Industries in the South Pacific
threw 50 gallons of oil at a time into the sea, in addition to habitually using the ocean as
a dumping ground for plastic and oil filled rags, according to court documents from the
law firm Moore & Company.

Such negligence was rampant during the vessels' five years of fishing in the exclusive
economic zone (EEZ) of the South Pacific -- a region that only company's controlled by
US citizens can have licences for -- alleges Moore & Company, which filed an
amendment claim against the company on Jan. 10.
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Environmental damages comprise upwards of $40 million of the $100m or more that
Moore is seeking from Dongwon in its case against the South Korean-owned company,
Blair Brogan, a lawyer on the case, told Undercurrent News. The other roughly $60m is
for damages from Dongwon’s illegal use of US tuna fishing licenses, as reported by
Undercurrent on Tuesday.

The story of Dongwon’s alleged illegal use of US fishing licenses – a scheme using US-
based LLCs and the US citizenship status of the nieces of Dongwon chairman Jae-chul
Kim – may be intriguing, but emails and voice mails cited in court documents paint an
equally dramatic picture of environmental law violations.

Court documents cite an email from Captain David Hill, who died when Majestic Blue
sank in 2010, stating that crew members  threw "fifty or so gallons of hydrolic oil and
oily rags" into the sea.

“They have also been throwing plastic in,” the email to his wife in May 2010 reads.

Under the Act to Prevent Pollution from Ships, a United States law created to comply
with the provisions of Marpol, intentionally and knowingly concealing or improperly
avoiding an obligation to pay or transmit money or property to the government through
reporting discharges of oil gets a fine of $25,000 per day.

In this instance, and many more chronicled by Moore in court documents, no such
report was filed.

Hill, in his email to his wife in May of 2010, writes the crew lied to him about the
incidents, and he and the observer agreed not to report “our little pollution incident” if
nothing more happened.

“I could be in real trouble already if it gets out that we spilled oil. I knew about it and did
not report it,” Hill wrote.

In emails from other captains, multiple reports surface of crew members polluting the
ocean, either through lack of attention to the vessels' bilge pump or simply by throwing
garbage overboard, and all such violations are subject to a fine of $25,000 per day,
Brogran said.
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During his first few weeks as captain of Majestic Breeze, John Jeskevicius was struck
by the lack of regard for environmental law, according to an email cited by Moore.

“In six weeks of fishing, it has become painfully obvious that the senior crew members
cannot be trusted to do the right thing with regards to US and international regulations
governing waste disposal,” Jeskevicius wrote in an email to Captain Jurgen Unterberg,
who had been put in place as manager of the LLC’s.

Jeskevicius, who was captain from November 2008 to January of 2009, emailed
Unterberg later saying, “Closer inspection of the garbage records revealed that no
entries were being made at sea. What further roused by suspicions was that there were
no indications of trash having been sent to a facility in Noro. Lo and behold, I
discovered that they were dumping everything in plastic bags, completely ignoring
Marpol Annex V.”

According to Marpol Annex V, garbage from ships can be just as deadly to marine life
as oil or chemicals. Plastic bottles, for instance, take 450 years to dissolve at sea.

Moore also alleges – based on an email from Jeskevicius to Unterberg – that in
December of 2008, bilge pumps were being operated with a non-functioning oily water
separator. Marpol provisions have requirements to prevent such leaking from occurring.

Jeskevicius was not the only captain to identify the waste disposal on the vessels as
illegal. So did captain Doug Pine, who was in command of the F/V Majestic Blue in Fall
of 2009.

On Aug. 30, “I observed an oily sheen and what appeared to be soap suds off the
starboard side of this vessel. I called the C/E to the site. He began squirting joy soap
on the water after speaking to one of his crew in the hold. I directed him to stop
applying the soap, as it is illegal to do so.”

Pine's concerns intensified until he filed his final captain’s log on Oct. 2, 2009, writing:

“I know in my heart that the Korean officers on my ship intended to violate the waste
management plan," he wrote. "I know this because on a few occasions, they did this
directly in my presence without the slightest hesitation….I personally have witnessed,
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on many occasions, the entire compliment of officers and unlicensed seamen of the
Majestic Blue violate Marpol and IOPP [International Oil Pollution Prevention] and CFRs
by dispensing of plastic waste at sea.”

Despite the significant attention drawn to Pine's incident, Dongwon failed to implement
meaningful change on the vessel, Moore states.

Dongwon could not be reached as of press time to respond to comments about their
environmental law violations, but when contacted by Undercurrent about the fishing
licenses of companies it allegedly controls in the South Pacific, Dongwon raised the
point that the US government itself has not raised any fraud claims against Dongwon.

“Although the United States has the right to intervene in the lawsuit if it believes the
lawsuit has merit, here it has expressly declined to intervene (or to participate) in the
action or to directly pursue the False Claims Act litigation against the company, even
though the government has investigated the allegations made in the lawsuit by the
Moore law firm,” continued the statement from the South Korean firm, sent to
 Undercurrent. 
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