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Last August, 
16 of the world’s best 
climbers rallied on 
the bullet-hard sand-
stone of Summersville 
Lake, West Virginia, for 
America’s first deep-wa-
ter-soloing competition 
on real rock.

PsicoRoc was the 
culmination of an 
unusual partnership 
between the Army Corps 
of Engineers, which was 
happy to celebrate the 
50th Anniversary of the 
Summersville Dam, and 
the New River Alliance 
of Climbers (NRAC). 

Climbers could 
choose from the many 
established routes on 
the lake,, and were jud-
ged for route difficulty, 
style and gnarliness 
of falls. Sean McColl 
placed first out of nine 
men; Inge Perkins 
was first out of seven 
women. 

TOP: Three hundred million years ago, the Gauley River sliced through the 
Nuttall Sandstone, carving a gorge with cliffs up to 120 feet high. Fifty years 
ago, the Summersville Dam returned the river to the Nuttall, creating one of 
the world’s finest deep-water-soloing venues. 

RIGHT: Nina Williams gains the finishing holds after 50 feet of fingertips 
crack on Houseboy (5.12c). Both Williams (fourth place) and Inge Perkins 
(first place) topped out the route.  
 
ABOVE LEFT: Spectators brace for impact as Fayetteville local Zak Roper 
plunges from the anchors of Stumbling Dice (5.12c). Known for his aerial 
acrobatics on Summersville Lake, Roper teamed up with fellow local Lydia 
MacDonald to represent NRAC and its tight-knit community of supporters. 
 
LEFT: Daniel Woods recovers after a long fall into the deep blue. PsicoRoc 
was Woods’ first time at the New. “The stone is amazing,” he said. “It’s some 
of the best sandstone I’ve climbed on. Bullet-proof, no choss, perfect.”
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Sean McColl goes footloose on the pumpy 
Summersville classic Rat Race (5.12b). McColl 
reeled in first place for bagging the FA of a 55-foot 
5.13d variation on his final burn of the day.


