
ACT ONE

1. INT. DUNPHY HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY

Claire is frantically running around the kitchen baking and
assembling an assortment of food.

Haley and Alex enter.

HALEY
Mom, you will never guess what
happened today.

CLAIRE
What?

ALEX
Haley, don’t-

HALEY
Alex didn’t make the speech and
debate team. It finally happened. I
knew it would eventually.

ALEX
Haley ran a stop sign!

CLAIRE
What? Haley is that true?

HALEY
You’re missing the point. Alex
didn’t make the speech and debate
team!

ALEX
She was talking on the phone.

Claire glares at Haley.

CLAIRE
Phone.

HALEY
You can’t take my phone!

Claire gives her "the look" and Haley hands it over.

CLAIRE
And keys.
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HALEY
Ughhhhh.

Haley storms out.

CLAIRE
Go do your homework!

HALEY
As if!

ALEX
Mom, you took her phone, you didn’t
change her personality. And didn’t
you hear what happened to me?

CLAIRE
Oh yeah, sorry about that honey.
Their loss.

ALEX
(sarcastically)

Thanks for the support, Mom.

Alex sits at the table and begins to do homework.

Luke and Phil run through the kitchen wearing Star Wars
costumes and wielding light sabers in battle. They make
light saber sound effects.

Luke backs away from Phil toward the counter.

PHIL
Surrender to the powers of evil!

LUKE
You can’t defeat the force!

They continue fighting.

PHIL
Luke, I am your father.

Phil and Luke are awestruck at the irony.

LUKE
(laughing)

Woah!

PHIL
(motioning to Alex)

And, you have a sister, Princess
Alex.
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Phil swings his light saber through the air toward Luke in a
side swiping motion. Luke ducks away from the path of the
light saber but Phil hits a tray filled with dozens of
cookies and knocks them onto the ground.

PHIL
(looking at Claire)

Uh-oh.

LUKE
(falling to his knees,
dramatically)

Noooooooooo!

CLAIRE
Phil!

Luke scrambles to pick up the cookies, Phil joins.

LUKE
Five Second Rule!

Both boys begin to stuff their mouths full of cookies.

CLAIRE
What are you doing?

LUKE
Mom, we have to eat them in five
seconds.

CLAIRE
No, that’s not how it works! Phil,
go get more at the store.

PHIL
Right now?

CLAIRE
Yes, now.

PHIL
But I was just about to defeat-

CLAIRE
Both of you. Out.

(calling after them)
And get the bakery ones so it looks
like I made them!

Phil and Luke exit the kitchen, light sabers dragging behind
them defeated.

CUT TO:
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2. CLAIRE INTERVIEW

CLAIRE
Last month, I lost PTA president to
Julie Stinson. Humiliating. So I
decided to run for school Nutrition
Coordinator. It was Gloria’s job
last year and she really raised the
bar. I have to be better. I
would’ve been, until Phil started
passing out these last week.

Claire holds up a t-shirt with her face on it stating "Vote
Claire Dunphy."

CLAIRE
I need to step it up.

CUT TO:

3. INT. PRITCHETT HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY

Gloria and Manny prepare appetizers for the PTA meeting.
There is loud Latin music blaring in the background as they
dance around the kitchen. Their backs are to us through the
whole sequence.

Gloria tastes the flan batter.

GLORIA
Manny, this needs more cinnamon.

MANNY
No, I put in exactly 2 teaspoons.
That’s what the recipe called for.

GLORIA
Trust me. Taste.

Gloria feeds Manny some batter off of the spoon.

Manny nods.

MANNY
You’re right. It could use a pinch.

Manny drops some cinnamon into the bowl and stirs.

Jay enters kitchen, both Gloria and Manny face away.

Gloria turns toward Jay, to reveal her frilly "Kiss the
Cook" apron.



5.

JAY
Don’t mind if I do.

Jay kisses Gloria.

GLORIA
Aye, Jay. So romantic.

When he pulls away, Manny is standing next to them, waiting
in the same apron to receive his kiss.

JAY
Manny, what are you doing?

MANNY
We’re putting the final touches on
our Flan de Leche.

JAY
Your what?

MANNY
Dessert for the PTA meeting today.

JAY
Take off the apron.

MANNY
I don’t want to get custard on my
Colombian calf’s hair belt.

Manny removes the apron to reveal a brown furry belt with a
large chunky silver buckle.

JAY
(to Gloria)

Are you kidding me?

GLORIA
He looks so handsome.

JAY
He looks like a shaved baby cow.

GLORIA
I love baby cows.

Manny looks pleased with himself.

JAY
Why are you doing this to me?
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GLORIA
What are you talking about? He is
doing chores. It is good for him.

JAY
Not these kind of chores.

(to Manny)
Come on, there’s more important
things you need to learn for the
future.

CUT TO:

4. JAY AND GLORIA INTERVIEW

JAY
Last week when I came home from
work, Manny was in the living room
comparing paint swatches to accent
pillows.

GLORIA
Aye, he’s brilliant with colors. He
picked out this dress for me. Said
it brought out my eyes.

JAY
He needs new chores.

Jay gives an unenthusiastic glare to the camera.

CUT TO:

5. INT. CAM AND MITCH’S DUPLEX - LIVING ROOM - DAY

Cam, wearing swim trunks, is on the phone.

CAM
Gloria, are we still on for the
pool today?

(Beat)
Great, Lily’s so excited!

Lily sits on the floor wearing floaties. She looks
displeased.

CAM (CONT.)
Muah!

Cam hangs up the phone. He stuffs towels, sunscreen, and
snacks in a Cher beach bag.
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Mitch enters wearing a frilly pink bath robe, he pours a cup
of coffee.

CAM
Put that in a to-go mug. We’re all
ready, do you have your swim trunks
on?

MITCH
Actually , I was thinking I might
sit this one out. You know how all
the bees around my Dad’s always
come after me.

CAM
No.

MITCH
What?

(cont’d)
I said no. Today we’re teaching her
to swim and you’re coming.

MITCH
Since when do you wear the pants?

Cam gives Mitch a look up and down in his bath robe.

Mitch notices the look and recedes.

MITCH
Fine, I’ll go get ready.

CUT TO:

6. INT. GROCERY STORE - DAY

Luke and Phil enter, on a mission. Phil begins to hustle
over to the cookie aisle when he realizes he left behind
Luke. He walks back over to see what the deal is.

PHIL
What’s going on buddy?

Luke is mesmerized by a motorized shopping cart. He takes a
step toward it and sits down in the chair.

LUKE
Dad.

Phil steps toward the other cart and just as an older woman
approaches it, he sits down, oblivious.
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PHIL
Race you to the cookies?

LUKE
You’re on!

Both Phil and Luke pull the throttle and are riding through
the aisles trying to reach the cookies.

They are swerving in and out of people.

LUKE
This is awesome!

PHIL
I know!

Luke pulls out in front of Phil. Turns a corner. Slams on
the breaks. Almost knocks over a pyramid of Snapples.

Phil turns the corner, stops too late. Knocks Luke’s cart
into the pyramid. The Snapples begin to fall.

They stare at the toppling pile of Snapples in awe.

A bottle breaks apart right in front of Luke’s feet. He
bends down to pick up the bottle cap and reads from it.

LUKE
Hey Dad, did you know it’s
impossible to tickle yourself?

PHIL
Really?

Both Phil and Luke begin to tickle themselves all over
unsuccessfully when a SECURITY GUARD approaches them.

He gives them both a look and motions for them to follow
him.

Both Phil and Luke exit, dejected.

CUT TO:

7. INT. HALEY AND ALEX’S ROOM - DAY

Haley flips through a magazine, Alex does homework. Alex’s
phone buzzes with a text message. Haley glares at Alex and
begins to furiously flip the pages. Alex reads the text.
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ALEX
It’s from Dad. He needs his wallet
at the store. He says not to tell
Mom.

HALEY
So?

ALEX
Can you drive me there?

HALEY
(bitter)

I don’t have a car.

ALEX
What if I got your keys back?

HALEY
I still wouldn’t help you.

ALEX
And your phone?

HALEY
How?

ALEX
I deserve to be on speech and
debate. I’ll get your phone back.

RESET TO:

8. INT. DUNPHY HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY

Alex enters the kitchen, Claire is cooking. Haley stands at
the entrance watching.

ALEX
Mom. I need to talk to you.

CLAIRE
What?

ALEX
It was unfair for you to take
Haley’s phone and car keys.

CLAIRE
How was it unfair?
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ALEX
Yes, she was on the phone. But, she
was on the phone with Dad.

CLAIRE
Maybe he didn’t know she was
driving. She should’ve hung up.

ALEX
She tried to. Dad was adamant about
talking to her. So really, this is
Dad’s fault. Even after she ran the
stop sign and he heard me scream,
he wouldn’t hang up.

CLAIRE
I can’t believe him. Give these
back to Haley.

Claire hands over Haley’s phone and car keys to Alex.

Alex exits.

CUT TO:

9. CLAIRE INTERVIEW

CLAIRE
I’m not dumb. I knew what the girls
were up to. But, I had my mind on
other things. I’ve been trying to
figure out why people seem to like
Gloria so much more than me and I
finally figured it out. She’s hot.
Just look at Haley and Alex. Which
one of them do you think has more
friends? Today, I’m gonna be hot.

(Beat)
Don’t ever tell Alex I said that.

CUT TO:

10. INT. DUNPHY HOUSE - HALLWAY - DAY

Haley and Alex walk toward the front door.

HALEY
Wow, I guess you don’t suck at
this.
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ALEX
I told you.

Alex hands over Haley’s stuff.

Haley grabs Phil’s wallet off the entryway table. She
pockets $20. Alex looks at her.

HALEY
Service fee.

Both girls exit through the front door.

CUT TO:

11. EXT. PRITCHETT HOUSE - DRIVEWAY - DAY

Jay struggles to open up a ladder.

Manny reaches over and unlocks the hinge easily.

Jay sets up both ladders against the roof.

JAY
Okay kid, let’s clean the gutters.
It’s important to take care of your
house. Your house is your kingdom.

Manny reaches for gloves out of the tool box.

JAY (CONT.)
You don’t need those.

MANNY
Well, you never know what you’re
gonna find inside your gutters,
Jay.

Jay and Manny climb the ladders.

JAY
Not at this house. We have gutter
covers. I haven’t had to clean them
since they were installed.

MANNY
How long ago was that?

JAY
14 years.

Jay lifts the cover off the gutter.
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MANNY
(concerned)

No, no Jay -

Jay screams and closes the gutter quickly.

JAY
What are those?

MANNY
Looked like an infestation of night
crawlers. It’s actually a very
common misconception to think that
you don’t need to clean your
gutters, Jay. The buildup of
moisture, rotting leaves and
bacteria under the cover is a
breeding ground for those little
guys.

Jay shakes his hands clean of the debris.

MANNY
So, what are we waiting for Jay?
Let’s clean ’em.

JAY
Let’s tackle this another day.
We’ve got other stuff to do.

MANNY
Okay, but the longer we leave it,
the more severe the infestation
will become.

Manny and Jay climb down the ladders.

Cam, Mitch and Lily walk up the driveway. Cam is in swim
trunks, Mitch in sweats. Lily squeaks as the floaties on her
arms rub together.

MITCH
What’s going on here?

MANNY
Jay’s passing down his fatherly
wisdom.

Mitch glares at Jay. Looks to Cam for support.

CAM
Well have fun you two.

Cam guides Mitch away.
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RESET TO:

12. EXT. PRITCHETT HOUSE - POOL - DAY

Cam and Lily blow bubbles. Mitch stands on the edge.

CAM
(bitterly to Mitch)

Isn’t this so much fun, Lily?

Cam gives Mitch a look. Mitch takes off his sweatpants to
reveal too small, outdated swim trunks. Cam stifles a laugh.

MITCH
(defensive)

What?

CAM
Nothing, I remember I had those in
8th grade too.

Mitch looks offended and begins to put on his sweats again.

CAM (CONT.)
Oh stop, I’m kidding. Come in.

Mitch reluctantly steps into the pool slowly. He pauses on
the first step.

CAM (CONT.)
What are you waiting for?

MITCH
Nothing, it’s cold.

CAM
It’s a heated pool.

MITCH
I’m not in the mood to swim.

GLORIA (O.S.)
Cam! Can you come in here?

Cam exits the pool with Lily and hands her to Mitch.

CAM
(to Gloria)

Coming!
(to Mitch)

Well, let’s hope those shorts put
you in the mood. When I come back
she better be doggie-paddling.
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Cam exits into the house.

CUT TO:

13. EXT. PRITCHETT HOUSE - DRIVEWAY - DAY

Jay and Manny are gathered under the hood of Jay’s car.

JAY
Every man should know how to change
the oil in his car.

MANNY
Don’t you always send your car out?

JAY
Well yes, but not because I don’t
know how to.

Jay pulls the dip stick out.

JAY (CONT.)
It’s important to change your oil
every 3,000 miles. No exceptions.

MANNY
Actually, Jay, most engines can run
for much longer nowadays. With the
advancements in oil purity, your
car could probably last anywhere
from 5,000-10,000 miles until the
next oil change.

JAY
Are you a car mechanic?

MANNY
No.

Jay pulls the dip stick out and examines it.

JAY
Then watch and learn.

(indicating to dip stick)
You can tell by this dark oil that
it needs to be changed.

MANNY
It’s only dark because of the
minute particles of soot.

Manny grabs a rag, wipes it off and measures it correctly.
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MANNY (CONT.)
See, Jay, you don’t need an oil
change yet.

Manny resets the oil container and closes the hood. Jay
looks shocked.

CUT TO:

14. EXT. PRITCHETT HOUSE - POOL - DAY

Lily and Mitch are sitting on the top step of the pool.
Mitch looks uncomfortable. Lily stands up and starts to swim
away.

MITCH
Lily, come back here.

LILY
Daddy, come swim with me.

MITCH
No, Lily. Daddy’s not swimming.

LILY
(indignant)

Lily’s swimming.

Lily doggie paddles toward the deep end, Mitch freaks out.

He stands up and walks along the edge to where Lily is, she
begins to struggle. He gets more frantic.

MITCH
Lily! Come here, Lily! Come to the
side! Swim to Daddy!

Lily stops kicking, on the verge of sinking. Mitch debates.

MITCH (CONT.)
Uhhh AHHHHH! Daddy’s coming!

Mitch jumps in the pool and struggles over to Lily.

Cam appears in the doorway, watches the scene.

Mitch grabs Lily and frantically flaps around the pool until
he realizes he can stand. They are stranded in the middle of
the pool.
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MITCH (CONT.)
Oh.

Cam walks over to the pool.

CAM
Is that what this is about?

MITCH
What? What are you talking about?

CAM
You can’t swim.

MITCH
No! I mean, I never learned okay.

CAM
Why didn’t you ever tell me? I
wouldn’t have made you do this.

MITCH
I was embarrassed.

CAM
Come over here you two.

MITCH
I’m stuck here.

CAM
The cowboy always has to save the
damsel in distress.

Cam rolls his eyes and jumps in.

CUT TO:

15. CAM AND MITCH INTERVIEW

MITCH
When I was little, my dad tried to
teach me how to swim. He didn’t
trust the local lifeguards and
their swimming lessons. It was just
me and him, Claire learned by
herself. But one of the first
days... he left me alone for a
minute and I slipped and didn’t
come up for air and... well, he
didn’t try teaching me again. He
said I could teach myself when I
was ready.
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Cam gives a look to the camera.

CAM
The power of self motivation.

16. EXT. PRITCHETT HOUSE - LAWN - DAY

Jay and Manny stand next to a lawn mower. Jay struggles to
turn it on.

Manny reaches over and lifts up a switch. It starts.

MANNY
The safety was on.

JAY
I know. So the last thing -

MANNY
Jay, I think I got this one. Why
don’t you go sit down? You’ve had a
long day of hard work.

Manny stands behind the lawn mower and begins to mow the
lawn with ease. Jay steps back and sits on a chaise lounge.

JAY
Don’t forget to-

MANNY
I know, get the edges.

Manny continues to mow the lawn.

CUT TO:

17. JAY INTERVIEW

JAY
Sometimes I don’t give the kid
enough credit. He did more man
chores today than I ever made
Mitchell do.

Jay has a realization and looks at the camera.

JAY (CONT.)
Which is why we’re doing this every
Saturday morning from now on.

CUT TO:
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18. EXT. PRITCHETT HOUSE - LAWN - DAY

Manny looks up from his work to see all the women inside
staring at him.

MANNY (CONT.)
Hey Jay? Why are all those women
staring at me?

Jay looks up and notices the women.

JAY
Every woman loves a hard worker.

Manny looks pleased with himself.

CUT TO:

19. INT. PRITCHETT HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY

Gloria and all of the PTA women are gathered eating snacks.

One WOMAN, through the window, sees Manny mowing the lawn.

WOMAN
Gloria, what is Manny doing?

GLORIA
Aye, Jay is helping prepare Manny
for his future.

All of the women look appalled.

CUT TO:

20. MANNY INTERVIEW

MANNY
You know, Jay worked me really hard
today. The most valuable lesson I
learned is how to win Jessica
Francini’s heart. I already called
her Mom and asked if she needed
free yard work done. I’m in.

Manny smiles at the camera.

CUT TO:
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21. INT. PRITHCHETT HOUSE - ENTRYWAY - DAY

SFX Doorbell.

Gloria opens the door. Claire is there inappropriately
dressed, fruit salad and sandwiches in her arms.

GLORIA (CONT.)
Aye Claire! You look like the
Grease-y woman.

Claire looks offended.

CLAIRE
What?

GLORIA
The blond lady from the end of the
movie.

CLAIRE
Oh, Olivia Newton John. Thanks.

Claire looks pleased with herself.

CLAIRE (CONT.)
Well, you always dress like this
and everyone seems to like you. I
thought it might work for me too.

GLORIA
(offended)

Is that why you think people like
me?

CLAIRE
That’s not what I meant Gloria.
Nevermind.

RESET TO:

22. INT. PRITCHETT HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY

Claire enters the kitchen followed by Gloria. All of the PTA
women notice her and stare. Claire holds her head high. They
are visibly whispering about her.

Claire puts the trays down and quickly adjusts her clothing
to seem less revealing.

She begins to prepare the food.

The women continue chatting.
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JULIE
Gloria, I just wish you would
accept another term. You were the
best at it.

GLORIA
Aye Julie, it was so fun, but I
can’t. It is someone else’s turn
now.

PTA WOMAN 1
But none of the nominees are as
good as you.

Claire gives a disdainful look to the woman.

Cam and Mitch enter with Lily in tow. They are still in
bathing suits and are dripping water on the ground. They
introduce themselves.

MITCH
Oh hi, I’m Mitch, Claire’s brother.

CAM
And I’m Cam, his boyfriend. And
this is our daughter Lily.

All of the PTA moms take notice of Mitch’s bathing suit and
are clearly judging the family.

Cam picks up a flauta and pops in his mouth.

CAM
Oh my goodness, this is delicious.
Did you make these Gloria?

GLORIA
Yes, I did. You like?

CAM
Best thing I’ve ever eaten.

Gloria looks proud.

Lily picks up a mini sandwich and pops it in her mouth.

She chews for a second and spits it on the floor.

MITCH
Lily!
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LILY
Gross.

Everyone looks at Claire to blame.

PTA WOMAN 1
Where are the cookies? Who was
supposed to bring cookies?

CLAIRE
Oh that was me. They’re still in
the oven baking. My husband Phil
should be bringing them by any
second.

SFX Doorbell

CLAIRE (CONT.)
In fact, that’s probably them right
now.

RESET TO:

23. INT. PRITCHETT HOUSE - ENTRYWAY - DAY

Claire walks to the front to answer the door. Phil, Luke,
Haley and Alex all run in with cookies in tow.

HALEY
Mom you look hot!

PHIL
We got em’.

CLAIRE
Took you long enough. Did you bring
a tray?

Luke hands over a tray. Claire grabs it quickly throws
cookies onto it and tosses the plastic wrapping out the
door.

RESET TO:

24. INT. PRITCHETT HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY

She runs the tray into the kitchen and places it on the
counter.

PTA WOMAN 3 picks up a cookie and takes a bite.
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PTA WOMAN 3
Do these have peanuts in them?

All of the PTA members give Claire a pitying look for that
error.

CLAIRE
(to Phil)

Did you get the ones with peanuts
in them?

PHIL
I didn’t mean to.

PTA WOMAN 3
Did you buy these? I thought you
made them.

CLAIRE
No, I mean -

JULIE STINSON
Ten percent of kids at South Beach
Middle School have peanut
allergies.

CLAIRE
That seems a bit high, Julie.

GLORIA
No, that is true, Claire.

PTA nods in agreement. Claire continues to rearrange the
food and drinks.

JULIE STINSON
Well, all of that aside, I think
it’s time for us to vote on our new
Luncheon Coordinator.

CLAIRE
Wait, no, not yet.

Claire quickly pulls Gloria out of the kitchen.

RESET TO:
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25. INT. PRITCHETT HOUSE - ENTRYWAY - DAY

CLAIRE (CONT.)
I need your help. They hate me, but
they love you. If you vote for me,
they will too.

GLORIA
I thought they only liked me for my
clothes and my looks.

CLAIRE
No, that was stupid. I’m sorry. I
really want to be involved with my
kid - our kids - that’s all I want.

GLORIA
Okay, I’ll help you.

RESET TO:

26. INT. PRITCHETT HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY

Claire and Gloria re-enter the kitchen.

Gloria steps up in front of everyone.

GLORIA
Everyone, I’d like to make an
announcement. I think that Claire
is the best candidate for this. I
will not accept an offer for this
job another year. Give the job to
Claire, she deserves it.

CLAIRE
What if we ran together? I vote we
share the position. Gloria has some
great ideas that I wouldn’t have
thought of myself.

GLORIA
And Claire is very dedicated to her
children.

Claire and Gloria smile at each other, appreciating the kind
words.

JULIE STINSON
Well, that’s very nice. But this
position only calls for one person,
not two.
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GLORIA
It is both of us or nothing.

Gloria links arms with Claire. Julie retreats and scribbles
on a piece of paper.

In the background, Phil and Luke are tossing yogurt covered
raisins into each others’ mouths. Haley and Alex smile at
Claire.

JULIE
Well, I guess we have winners then.
Everyone, Gloria and Claire are our
new Luncheon Coordinators for this
upcoming year.

Gloria and Claire smile at each other and hug. Phil runs up
and group hugs the both of them.

CUT TO:

27. PHIL AND CLAIRE INTERVIEW

CLAIRE
I guess I underestimated Gloria.
She actually has a lot of great
ideas once you start listening. I
think we’ll make a good team. As
long as she doesn’t try to step on
my toes.

PHIL
I’m so glad my two girls are
working together.

Claire gives Phil a look.

Phil raises two foam fingers in the air. One reads "CLAIRE"
and the other reads "GLORIA"

CUT TO:

28. TAG EXT. PRITCHETT HOUSE - POOL - DAY

Cam pulls Mitch and Lily around in the pool. Mitch and Lily
are fully clad in floaties.

CAM
Keep kicking! Kick, kick, kick!
Don’t forget to breath! Kick, kick,
kick!
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CUT TO BLACK.


