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They are coquettish ingénues and cutting-edge soplisticates, sullry

sereen sirens and trendy tomboys

and alwavys, undeniably chir.

Imitate the best elements of French style as worn by some of the

nation's most captivating icons and

vou, too, will have peaple asking

what gives you that jje ne sais quoi.’

French women possess a stylish allure
long admired and imitated to no end,
bt never fully unraveled To be French
and fashicnable is less about adhering
1o a prescribed formula than giving off
a certain enigmatic aura—an air of ef-
fortlessness, innocence, or hyper
charged sexuality, all fed through an
ungquestionably chic filker

Whatever the cultural—or rmy-
thological—cause, the country has
generated a parade of fashion icons
over the years, from sartorial subver
sive Coco Chanel to Brgitte Bardot

with her come-hither cat eyes, among
others. Such women represent the
many shades of French style; and while
it may be impossible to fully “crack”
their nonchalant approach to all things
la mode, there are certainly fricks one
can learn from these apparel idols.
Whether you count an avani-garde
like Carine Roiffeld or bohemian char
mer like Vanessa Paradis as your go-
to style goddess, we'll help you stu-
dy—and steal—elements of their way
of dress. fou know what they say
about imitation, after all.
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SOPHISTICATES

‘ In contrast to their nsqué counterparts, French sophisticates adopt a

ignature lock Magnetic cros
rt combinations

FRENCH WOMEN

showy, vet no
ver star Marion Cotillard opts for femini-
v day and glamorous floor-length numbers by
E —such as crisp button d
. i

g—with on-trend separates for an au courant spin on ¢
and Catherine Deneuve, ever the refined bombshell, proves that perfectly talored shift
dresses and trenches are perennially en vogue. Smart accessories with a bit of punch, like
an animal skin satchel or dazzling chain necklacs, add a nicely flashy toudh to such stream-
lined ensembles.

Marion Cotil lard
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\VWANT GARDES
France 1= known for producing many a
prescient tastemaker over the vears.
These intrepid indraduals have led influ-
ential fashion movemerts and birthed
asting, culture-shiftng trends. Gutsily
challenging the quotidian, their ingenurty
has helped propel style forward, inspiring
subsequent generations of creatves to
do the same.

History counts Gabrielle “Coco”™ Chanel
among this arcle of savants, her revo-
utionary sportswear liberating women
from the confines of corssts. Left Bank
bohemian Loulou de la Falaise (of Briish
and French hertage) followed surt, brin-
ging wiorldly influences to haute couture
rurways durng the 70s and brashly ad-
orning herself in self-designed accesso-
nes. And, of course, theres Carine Roit-
feld, whose irreverent, sexually-charged
approach to fashion illustrates that wvisi-
onary styling can turn the ordinary into
something cutting edge. Howewver diver-
se, what unites such industry idols is their
commiment to innovation and orignali-
ty above all elss.
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Frangoise Hardy

MINIMALISTS

French stfe 15 synonymous with simplicrty: t = unfussy
and seemingly innats to members of this fashionable
gene pool. The combination of a tissue-thin white v-
neck, worn-in denim, and biker beots, for instance,
looks immeasurably duc on women ke Charlotte
Gainsbourg, who wears the uniform with classy pa-
nache. Gansbourg predecessor and fellow chanteuse
Francoise Hardy was fond of an equally pared down
look, demonstrating that the nght measure of andro-
gyny could coze suliriness, too. Think Breton-striped
tops, polo necks with mod minis, and the occasional
hit of furto top it all off. Dressing with a similar sense
of ease s the oft-photographed former model Vanes-
sag Poradis. The designer favorie reaches for ethereal
gowns and tough footwear and throws sharp blazers
over featherlight frocks—a skillful blend of contrasts,
Carefree and unassuming, these women manage to
keep the public rapt in awe of their voguish ways.

“anessa Paradis
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FRENCH WOMEN

Charlotte




