
BBeesstt  kknnoowwnn  ffoorr the Inca citadel of Machu Picchu,
Peru is also worth a visit for its glorious beaches
and deserts. “Punta Sal Beach is a quiet beach in

northern Peru where the sun shines year-round and has warm
and clear waters that can be enjoyed at any time of day. Couples
looking for a romantic getaway can stay at any of the lodges in
the area, enjoy delicious seafood and admire the sunset. Machu
Picchu is one of the world’s seven natural wonders and ideal for
honeymooners and couples as it is a magical
site that used to be the capital of the Inca
Empire. Visitors can witness the beautiful
views and learn more about this magnificent
cultural heritage site,” says Laura Masvidal,
spokesperson, American Airlines. She also rec-
ommends visiting Mancora Beach, the white
sand desert and beautiful lagoon of La
Huacachina, and the exotic landscapes of
Tarapoto.

Embrace the primitive lure of the Chilean deserts and Peruvian heritage to have a
romantic and glorious South American getaway

❚❚ Ankita.Shreeram@timesgroup.com

The Wild, Wild West
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‘Stunning’ doesn’t begin to describe the vast South American continent—home to the
world’s largest rainforest, the impressive Andes Mountains, Patagonia’s glacial fjords and
some truly breathtaking waterfalls. If you and your partner are nature lovers, there is no

place better than South America for the adventures of a lifetime. 

PERU

Book the Inca
Trail for Machu
Picchu six
months in
advance to
avoid
disappointment.

TRAVEL TIP

BBee  iitt  tthhee Perito Moreno Glacier or the
Mendoza vineyards, Argentina is
replete with wonderful experiences

that are best shared with the love of your life. “Argentina fea-
tures some of the most beautiful and romantic hotels to be
found anywhere in the world. While Patagonia is highly rec-
ommended, we suggest you explore cities like Buenos Aires,
Puerto Iguazú, Bariloche, El Calafate, Mendoza and Ushuaia,
which offer some refreshing experiences like rappelling, wine
tasting, archery, glacier visit, experiencing the lake district of
Argentina, learning how to tango, viewing the Iguazú Falls,
enjoying bike riding tours, getting on board The End of the
World Train, Punta Tombo Penguin Tour and whale watching

from June to
December,” says
Rajeev D Kale,
President and
Country Head -
Leisure Travel,
MICE, Thomas Cook
(India) Ltd.

ARGENTINA

Utilise all
possible ways
to explore the
Iguazú Falls:
trails, boat and
helicopter.

TRAVEL TIP
BARILOCHE
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UUrruugguuaayy  mmaayy  nnoott be an obvious
choice for a romantic getaway, but
it’s actually a treasure trove of

Spanish art deco buildings and beautiful waterfront
promenades. Chaitanya Deshpande, manager, LXL Think,
LXL Ideas and his wife Harshada Deshpande, senior
research fellow, Insect Flight Lab, NCBS, found them-
selves in the capital city Montevideo for 10 days and
ended up falling in love with the warmth of the city. “One
of the prettiest features of Montevideo
is the old town, the Ciudad Vieja with
its little cobbled streets, lots of muse-
ums and gorgeous restaurants. It is
generally a very quiet and relaxing
place. Add to that the breeze from the
Río de la Plata and the extremely polite,
friendly people and you have a beautiful
holiday experience. A memory we will
always treasure is watching the Uruguayan national foot-
ball team beat Peru 1-0 at football’s landmark
stadium—the Estadio Centenario,” recounts Deshpande.

URUGUAY

Head to Punta
del Este for
The Hand, a
giant sculpture
of five fingers,
and Mansa
Beach.

TRAVEL TIP

Wedged between the Andes mountain ranges and the
Pacific Ocean, Chile is a country of spectacular peaks,
rivers and deserts. Mitushi Jain, senior regional user

experience designer, PropertyGuru, Singapore and her husband Archit
Choudhary, project leader, Boston Consulting Group, Singapore spent a
month traversing the length and breadth of South America last year.
“Valparaiso is a very charming and colourful port town with a lot of
character to it. We explored art galleries and coffee houses, where we
had some wonderful conversations. However, the
deserts of Atacama and Uyuni (Bolivia) were the best
part of our entire trip. Atacama is the highest desert in
the world and we had an amazing stargazing
experience snuggling underneath a blanket observing
the clearest sky on a cold night. The three-day road
trip to Uyuni without any access to water and limited
toilet access was a real test of our ability to support
each other,” shares Jain.

CHILE

Valparaiso is
best explored
on foot. Carry
sunblock and
stay hydrated
in Atacama.

TRAVEL TIP

VALPARAISO

CIUDAD VIEJA, MONTEVIDEO

PUNTA DEL ESTE
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