
“It’s home. As any islander knows, no matter
where you live, your true home is on the 

island,” says author Kevin MacNeil about returning 
to Lewis for Faclan, the Hebridean Book Festival at 
An Lanntair.

Kevin, a novelist, poet, screenwriter, tutor, and 
performer, will be giving the Royal Literary Fund 
talk on November 3rd as part of the North Atlantic 
Cabaret #1. “I’m delighted and humbled to say that 
my talk is sponsored by the Royal Literary Fund, an 
organization formed in 1790, which has an illustrious 
history, including helping out Robert Burns’ widow,” 
says Kevin. 

“I will broaden my talk to include ideas about how 
writing fi ts into wider society and how some of the 
skills writers develop (such as awareness and empathy) 
are important not just in trying to be a good writer but 
in endeavouring to be a good person.”

Kevin will also be talking about his most recent 
novel, the critically-acclaimed The Brilliant & Forever, a 
novel he describes as being “about how people’s inner 
lives are endlessly fascinating.” As Kevin explains, “the 
story is a humorous-but-serious one about a literary 
competition that’s like a cross between a music festival 
and The X Factor. It’s a novel that contains a short story 
collection within it, ostensibly featuring tales from 13 
different authors. It was a lot of fun to write.”

Featuring a group of friends – including a talking 
alpaca named Archie – who live on an island where 
everyone is a writer, The Brilliant & Forever is Kevin’s 
third novel. “I loved reading as a kid and I always 
wanted to be a writer, but I doubted the likes of me 

could ever do it – a very typical island mindset of 
the time!  But somehow I found the confi dence and I 
worked hard at practising the skills needed.”

His fi rst book, a collection of poetry titled Love 
and Zen in the Outer Hebrides, was published by 
Canongate Books in 2001, with his fi rst novel, The 
Stornoway Way, being released by Penguin in 2006.  
Kevin is also a writing tutor, teaching the craft of 
creative writing to aspiring writers around the world.  
“I love giving something back to literature, and helping 
others develop their writing skills. Literature is like life 
– you never stop learning.”

And it’s not only his literary skills Kevin is bringing
to Faclan, but his musical ones, too.  To mark the fi nale 
of the festival, Kevin will be partnering with local 
musicians Willie Campbell and Colin Macleod for the 
Faclan club night on November 5th.  

“We wrote an EP together under the name 
Akutagawa,” he explains. “I’m in awe of Willie’s 
and Colin’s musical talents. Writing and recording 
with them was fun and resulted in an EP we’re really 
chuffed with. We’re going to showcase those songs 
plus I daresay Willie and Colin can be persuaded to 
play a few songs from their incredible back catalogues, 
and maybe even some shiny new material.”

“Growing up on an island truly inspires you. This is 
why the islands have gifted the world so many great 
books,” says Kevin of this year’s theme of An Cuan Siar, 
the Western Ocean or North Atlantic.  Judging by the 
public and professional response to his latest offering, 
The Brilliant & Forever is one of those greats, too – and 
more than worthy of its slot on the Faclan schedule 
this winter.
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