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Take a closer look at Beaches® Resorts 
and see why we were voted the World’s 
Leading All-Inclusive Family Resort Brand 
at the World Travel Awards 18 years in a row.

All land and water sports with unlimited scuba diving 
for certifi ed divers • Sesame Street

®  
characters • 

Spectacular waterparks with slides & surf simulator • 
5-Star Global Gourmet™ dining at up to 21 restaurants 
per resort • Unlimited premium spirits at up to 14 
bars and lounges • Accredited nannies all day 
for all ages and all accommodations • And more!

a lway s  i n c l u d e d 
a lway s  u n l i m i t e d

 Amenities vary by resort. Beaches® is a registered trademark. 
Unique Vacations, Inc. is an affi liate of Unique Travel Corp., 

the worldwide representative of Beaches Resorts.

BEACHES.COM • 1-800-545-8283

by Sandals R e s o r t s
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YOU MAY NEVER MAKE IT BACK HOME
THE SAME.

BOOK NOW AND
GET YOUR 4TH NIGHT FREE
FOR TRAVEL NOW – AUGUST
AT PARTICIPATING HOTELS

GoToBermuda.ca

By Waheeda Harris
As AmaPrima leaves port in Budapest, 
we pass the beautifully lit Parliament 
of Budapest, one of the eye-catching 
sights of this eastern European city. It’s 
a fitting send-off to explore four coun-
tries of Mitteleuropa along the Danube 
River with AmaWaterways. 

Founded in 2002 by Rudy Schrein-
er, Kristin Karst and their late part-
ner Jimmy Murphy, AmaWaterways 
has focused on more choice, comfort 
and quality in the growing river cruise 
market, says AmaWaterways VP of 
Strategic Alliances Brenda Kyllo. “It’s 
important for us to stand out among 
competition, like offering a wider 
range of excursions and focusing on 
food and wine.” 

AmaWaterways’ river cruises are 
only sold through travel agents, with 
Schreiner and Karst focused on sharing 
as much information on what makes 
their river cruises distinct.

The cruise line has climbed to the 
top of critics’ picks, with Douglas Ward 
choosing all AmaWaterways ships for 
his top 10 in ‘Berlitz Guide to River 
Cruising in Europe 2016-2017.’  Sch-
reiner and Karst routinely spend time 
onboard their ships to monitor passen-
ger commentary and set the trends, 
like the Chef’s Table, first introduced in 

Sailing down the Danube 
with AmaWaterways

2012 on the AmaCerto. Chef’s Table is 
an intimate dining room for 24 with a 
separate menu, offered at no addition-
al charge to passengers. 

This river cruise company was the 
first to include bicycles onboard, offer 
three styles of excursions (gentle, reg-
ular, active), design cabins with balco-
nies and French doors and focus on 
having local culture onboard ranging 
from cuisine and wines in the dining 
room and entertainment in the lounge 
each evening. AmaWaterways’ ships, 
on average, have a maximum 164 pas-
sengers, compared to their competi-
tion with 190. 

For passengers, it’s a different ex-
perience to river cruise than ocean 
cruise. “It takes a day or two for our 
passengers to go from being strang-
ers to friends,” explains Balazs Kiss, 
cruise manager for AmaPrima. Hav-
ing spent 11 years working in river 
cruising and the past six with AmaWa-
terways, Kiss has seen firsthand how 
the rhythm of a cruise encourages 
friendships and repeat trips. “Many 
passengers return to do the same 
itinerary, choosing different excur-
sions on their second or third trip and 
wanting to spend more time on the 
ship,” he adds. 

The vistas of green fields and the 
wide expanse of the Danube River 

from Hungary through Slovakia gives 
way to medieval villages, castles, ca-
nals and big cities in Austria and Ger-
many. In each city or town, there is a 
general walking tour and bicycle tour 
on offer, but there is also decidedly dif-
ferent options, like the Hidden Secrets 
of Vienna, where the group is shown a 
13th-century gothic chapel located two 
storeys below busy Stephensplatz. 

Cuisine onboard reflects the chang-
ing destinations such as goulash in 
Hungary, apricots and sachertorte 
in Austria and a beer and sausage 
party mid-morning as the ship sailed 
towards Regensburg, Germany. Af-
ternoon tea is a daily treat, where the 
chefs prepared tea sandwiches and 
sweet treats like poppyseed and choc-
olate cake. They also filled a cookie jar 
with a new kind each day, a hard habit 
to break when one knows there will be 
another four-course dinner on offer. 
For late risers, the ship’s lounge offers 
pastries after the breakfast serving 
and at 10:30 p.m., snacks for the late 
night revellers. 

One mid-morning is taken up with 
a lecture on the history of the Danube 
Main Canal and the feats of engineer-
ing that are the numerous locks along 
the route. Another day there’s an ap-
ple streudel class, where participants 
learn secrets from a chef who proudly 
learned from his Mum. 

courts where the post-World War II 
trials were held. A popular option has 
been the wine cruises, which started 
with five and has since grown to in-
clude 44. In 2017, AmaWaterways will 
include wine cruises that feature Amer-
ican and Canadian winemakers and ex-
perts as wine hosts. 

As Kiss explained, strangers indeed 
do become friends. Over the course 
of the cruise, we jostled like kids at 
the onboard ice cream party and 
gathered on the observatory deck to 
spot history along the banks of the 
Danube. This makes it hard to choose 
between time spent with new friends 
or relaxing in the well-designed cab-
ins, featuring Apple flatscreens with 
European TV channels, movies, music 
and Internet access. 

In the end, we’re all pampered by 
the AmaWaterways way to travel, and 
the daily dose of local culture, tasty cui-
sine, friendly hospitality and endless 
options makes for a memorable way to 
explore eastern Europe. 

For more go to amawaterways.ca

"Many passengers return 
to do the same itinerary, 
choosing different 
excursions on their  
second or third trip and 
wanting to spend more 
time on the ship." 

Parliament of Budapest

Balancing big cities with small towns 
offers a different experience of river 
cruise touring with so many options 
available: in the village of Durnstein 
or Nuremberg, passengers can learn 
about the passion for ‘marille’, the 
Austrian variety of apricot, or visit the 
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