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GARDENING

The Lodi area received some desperately needed rain this season, but the
drought is still on. About 60 percent of California is experiencing severe
drought, according to the State Water Resources Control Board, and conser-
vation is still a top priority statewide.

Many Lodi residents are working to save water in their gardens, but draw
the line at giving up their spring and summer flowers. Good news: Many suc-
culents and cacti combine beautiful blooms with drought hardiness. Many
are visually striking even when they’re not in bloom.

Local Master Gardeners, cactus lovers and succulent fans have offered
some tips for growing these dry weather plants, as well as finding the ones
with the prettiest blooms.

Building a succulent garden

There are several things to consider when building a succulent garden (or
growing succulents in pots).

1. Soil
“Succulents grow in a

well-aerated potting mix
that allows penetration
and drains easily,” said
Sheila Beauchamp, a
member of the San
Joaquin Master
Gardeners. She’s been
growing succulents for
more than 20 years, and
now teaches a class on
the plants through Delta
College’s Stockton
Institute for Continued
Learning.

Succulent and cactus
soils are sold commercially,
and can be amended with
one third to one half
pumice, perlite or coarse-
grained sand, she said.

Additionally, some local
nurseries sell special suc-
culent mixes, including
Poots House of Cactus in
Ripon. The special mix
contains a time-released
fertilizer, nursery owner
Roelyn Poots said.

A clay-based soil, such
as that found in San

Joaquin County, should also have organic material like compost, coconut
husks or manure worked into the top several inches, Beauchamp said.

2. Water
Succulents and cacti thrive on much less water than many other types of

plants. In fact, in places that receive more than 30 inches of rain per year,
most succulents don’t need any additional water, Beauchamp said.

In the Lodi area, the average rainfall is just shy of 18 inches per year, so addi-
tional water is likely to be needed during the dry months, Beauchamp said.

Still, most succulents only need to be watered every two to three weeks,
Poots said. Some will need more water if they’re actively growing and it’s very
hot, Beauchamp said; others will do fine with less.

The best way to tell if it’s time to water?
Poots said to take a pencil, and push it down into the soil away about 1.5

inches away from the plant. When you pull the pencil back out, if it’s clean, it’s
ready for water. If if comes out with any soil stuck to the pencil, wait a few
days and try again.

“A good rule to remember is, when in doubt, don’t,” Beauchamp said.

3. Sun
An important thing to consider when deciding on succulents is where you

plan to put them.
“The one most important factor to take into consideration when purchasing

and taking home your plants is that succulents have to be in morning sun only,
while cacti can take the full, all-day, hot sun,” Poots said.

A south exposure is great for cacti; other succulents do well with eastern
exposure, she said.

It’s best to check the needs of a specific plant, however.
While too much sun can damage many succulents, so can too little.
“Succulents are not for dark corners,” Beauchamp said. Without enough

light, their leaves will lose color and their growth may become spindly, leaving
them looking unattractive. They will also become weak, making them more
susceptible to problems like rot and fungal growth.
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Weigum’s Lodi Nursery
401 N. Ham Lane, Lodi
(209) 369-6288
Small but diverse selection of succulents and cacti, along with landscap-
ing plants and more.

Hollandutch Nursery
11677 N. Davis Road, Lodi
(209) 465-4542
A large number of succulent and cacti choices among a huge collection of
plants.

Delta Tree Farms
12900 N. Sacramento Road, Lodi
(209) 334-4545
www.deltatreefarms.com
Carries a large variety of succulents, though most of the plants are
young.

Poots House of Cactus
17229 Highway 120, Ripon
(209) 599-7241
www.pootscactusnursery.com
More than 300 types of cacti and succulents, both young and mature
plants, with about 200,000 on-site.

Big-box stores with garden sections, including Walmart, Lowe’s Home
Improvement and the Home Depot, commonly sell cacti and succulents.

WHERE TO FIND CACTI AND SUCCULENTS

COURTESY OF SAN JOAQUIN 
MASTER GARDENER DON AGUILLARD

Lining the bottom of a planting bed with
cardboard can help prevent weeds from grow-
ing up among succulents and cacti. Be sure to
top with a well-draining soil mix.

Succulents offer stunning blooms in dry conditions



COURTESY OF JACOPO WERTHER/
WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Echeveria agavoides ‘Red Edge’

This small succulent grows in a rosette shape
and, thanks to cultivation of hybrids, can be found in
shades of green, red, gold or brown. “It looks good
all year round,” Roelyn Poots said. When it does
flower, long stalks produce delicate blooms in
orange, pink and yellow.

COURTESY OF RICHARD ALAN/PIXABAY

Trichocereus

Trichocereus cacti are among the best sellers at
Poots House of Cactus in Ripon, owner Roelyn Poots
said. They bloom well, and mature plants of about
20 years can produce anywhere from 60 to 350
blooms at one time. “It’s a plant that will bloom for
sure three months out of the year,” she said — April
through June, and sometimes more. “It’s one of our
best bloomers.”

• All cacti are succulents, but not all succulents are cacti. While some
people may have allergies to succulents that produce latex or an aversion
to wicked spines, almost everyone can find a safe plant to love in the
succulent family.

• Most cacti are pet-safe (provided they don’t chew on the spines), but
some succulents, such as the Euphorbia species, are toxic to cats and
dogs. Check the ASPCA’s database of plants at www.aspca.org/pet-
care/animal-poison-control/toxic-and-non-toxic-plants to see whether
it’s safe for your furry family members to nibble your plants.

QUICK TIPS
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COURTESY OF FOREST & KIM STARR/
WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Echinocactus grusonii

Golden barrel cacti (Echinocactus grusonii) pro-
duce a crown of small, golden blooms, but that’s not
why they’re one of Roelyn Poots’ personal favorites.
“They’re just so magnificent,” she said. “They’re
round, they’re yellow-spined. They’re gorgeous and
don’t need a flower to be beautiful.” The species is
one of the most popular in cultivation.

COURTESY OF RUPERT KITTINGER-SEREINIG/PIXABAY

Sempervivum species

Roelyn Poots couldn’t choose a favorite type of
Sempervivum, because the species has such diversi-
ty, she said. There are plain green plants, some with
red tips, some with white fur. Others look like flow-
ers themselves, she said. Because they’re winter
growers, they do very well in San Joaquin County’s
climate and are cold-hardy, she added. Many
Sempervivum species produce small, daisy-like
blooms on long stalks, in a variety of colors.

COURTESY OF MARK A. WILSON/WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Echinopsis eyriesii

One of the most common cacti in cultivation,
Echinopsis eyriesii offers up huge pink or white
blooms. It is sometimes called an Easter lily cactus
because of its blooms, or a hedgehog cactus
because of its small, round shape. It also produces
many offsets that can be left on the parent plant or
removed and propogated into a new plant.

COURTESY OF HECTONICHUS/WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Erigeron karvinskianus (Santa Barbara Daisy)

Santa Barbara daisies (Erigeron karvinskianus)
are not not succulents. However, this low-water
plant is extremely hardy, with delicate pink and
white blooms that bees and butterflies love. “This
thing is a weed, but it requires little water, blooms
all the time, and attracts pollinators,” says Master
Gardener Curt Juran.


