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S
ALARIES remain largely
unchanged this year and
the trend is expected to

continue over the next year,
even as the economy continues
to show growth and unemploy-
ment remains low.

But here’s the good news:
Companies are rolling out more
non-monetary benefits, especial-
ly to attract and retain employ-
ees as the war for talent rages on.

This was what a recent sur-
vey by recruitment-service pro-
vider Kelly Services found.

It found that Singaporeans
prefer to negotiate non-mone-
tary benefits when taking up a
job.

The survey showed 75 per
cent of the 5,000 respondents
said they placed a greater impor-
tance on personal growth and
fulfilment than compensation
and benefits when choosing be-
tween jobs.

Human-resource profession-
als said that this is due to the
changing demands of the Singa-
pore workforce. While mone-
tary benefits remain important,
jobseekers are placing more em-

phasis on attaining more well-
rounded employment packages.

Mr Dhirendra Shantilal, the
senior vice-president for Asia Pa-
cific at Kelly Services, noted that
individuals today are more fo-
cused on finding a job which al-
lows them to have work-life bal-
ance and long-term career devel-
opment with a clear career path.

“We are seeing a shift in the
way that companies approach
compensation and benefits, with
many recognising that they must
find creative solutions that offer
more than just a competitive

remuneration scheme,” he said.
Mr Josh Goh, assistant direc-

tor of corporate services at The
GMP Group, observed that indi-
viduals are willing to switch jobs
even if their salaries remain stag-
nant, as long as there are better
non-monetary benefits.

“(Companies) try to differen-
tiate themselves by offering gen-
der-neutral family day-care
leave, or even through having
well-stocked pantries with gour-
met food.”

About 50 per cent of respond-
ents also found it important to
change jobs for career growth
and skill development.

Employment in Singapore
next year is still expected to be
on an uptrend, despite challeng-
es in the macro-economic envi-
ronment, the survey found.

Demand for capable and
well-trained talents is expected
to be strong, particularly in the
accounting, banking and fi-
nance, and engineering sectors.

In the accounting sector,
mid-level positions – like senior
accountants, auditors and credit
managers – will continue to be
in high demand, due to stricter
internal compliance controls.

For instance, financial ac-

countants with more than four
years of experience and who are
looking to switch companies
can expect a monthly salary of
between $4,000 and $7,000,
said Kelly Services.

Within the banking and fi-
nance sector, the insurance, as-
set-management and reinsur-
ance sub-sectors are experienc-
ing solid growth and are thus
looking to hire, said Kelly Ser-
vices.

Personal financial consult-
ants with two to three years of
experience can expect salaries of
between $2,200 and $3,200,
while actuarial insurance man-
agers with five to seven years’
training can expect salaries of
between $7,500 and $10,000.
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design approach adopted was to
try and follow the roads as they
are on state land. But as Singa-
pore is a dense city, it is “inevita-
ble” that some areas had to be ac-
quired, Mr Chew noted.

He said Pearls Centre was
picked as it is the best location
to integrate a new station with
an existing one, and that trans-
ferring between stations will be
convenient.

Last November, it was an-
nounced that Rochor Centre will
be acquired in order to facilitate
construction of the North-South
Expressway, which is slated to
be completed in 2020. That ac-
quisition will affect 567 Housing
Board flats in four blocks, and
187 shops and eateries.

my paper understands that
most of the affected people have
not moved yet. They will be able
to register for replacement flats
near Kallang Station this quarter.

Yesterday, Transport Minis-
ter Lui Tuck Yew shared details
about the Thomson Line after
visiting the Downtown Line’s Te-
lok Ayer Station site.

The Thomson Line will be
30km long, 3km longer than an-
nounced in 2008, he said. It will
have 22 stations – four more
than planned – stretching from
Woodlands North to Gardens
by the Bay.

Mr Lui said the new line “will
add greatly to the accessibility
and connectivity of our rail net-
work” and cut travelling times.

A Sin Ming resident travel-
ling to Republic Polytechnic in
Woodlands, for instance, would
find his commute time halved,
from 50min to 25min.

But the line’s four additional
stations means it will be ready
only from 2019, instead of from
2018 as earlier projected.

The first phase – between
Woodlands North and Wood-
lands South – will be completed
in 2019, followed by the second
phase between Springleaf and
Caldecott in 2020, and the final
phase between Mount Pleasant
and Gardens by the Bay in 2021.

Daily ridership of 400,000
commuters is expected for the
line.

The Transport Ministry has
also started planning for new
MRT lines, as part of a review of
the Land Transport Master
Plan. More will be shared when
the review is completed early
next year.

Many Pearls Centre shopown-
ers are upset that they must
move out.

Mr A. E. Lim, 68, who has
owned a traditional Chinese
medicine shop and an apart-
ment there for 26 years, said the
two-year period for him to move
out is too much of a rush.

“I’m at a loss, where to go? I
have to move house and wrap
up the business, which is not so
simple,” he said.

Ms Lau Lee Cheng, 58,
co-owner of a mobile-phone re-
tail shop for seven years, said
“the compensation would not be
worth it, because I have to start
from scratch”.

But some, like Mr C. Koh, 31,
are unperturbed. The amulet sell-
er said he is happy as he has not
been getting a lot of business. “It’s
just old people walking through,
who don’t buy anything,” he said.

Mr Richard Sng, a Yangtze
cinema attendant in his 20s,
said the cinema’s nightclub was
just renovated last December.

“Once the cinema is closed,
there will be no other places like
this for the elderly, who come
here to watch movies and pass
the time.”
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ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY
CHAN CHOONG HAN AND
MICHAEL ALLEN

ONE OF A KIND: Once the Yangtze cinema closes, there will be
no other places like it for the elderly, according to an attendant
at the cinema. (PHOTOS: JAMIE KOH)

Survey: Work benefits trump pay

Thomson
Line to be
fully open
by 2021
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Workforce: 职工总数 
zhí gōng zǒng shù

Remuneration: 酬金 chóu jīn

Pantries: 食品储藏室 
shí pǐn chǔ cáng shì

(Companies) try
to differentiate

themselves by
offering gender-
neutral family day-
care leave, or even
through having
well-stocked pantries
with gourmet food
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TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF
PART OF TPE FOR WORKS

THE section of Tampines
Expressway (TPE) between
Jalan Kayu and Punggol Way
will be closed temporarily to
traffic on Saturday from mid-
night until 5am.

The closure is to facilitate
works for the widening of the
TPE bridge, said the Housing
Board yesterday. Motorists are
advised to use alternative
routes.

CJ CHAN TO RETIRE ON NOV 6,
SUNDARESH MENON NEW CJ

CHIEF Justice Chan Sek Keong
will retire as a judge of the
Supreme Court on Nov 6, said a
statement from the Prime
Minister’s Office yesterday.

The President has appointed
Justice Sundaresh Menon, who
is a judge of appeal, as Chief
Justice with effect from that
date.

NZ ARMY CHIEF CALLS
ON DEFENCE MINISTER

THE Chief of Army of the New
Zealand Defence Force, Major-
General (MG) Timothy Keating,
called on Defence Minister Ng
Eng Hen at the Ministry of
Defence yesterday.

During his stay, MG Keating,
who is here on an introductory
visit until Saturday, will visit a
bilateral exercise codenamed
Kiwi Spirit, a command-post
exercise initiated between the
two armies in 1991.

UPSET: Shopowner Lau Lee
Cheng says she will have to
start from scratch.
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