
BY JOY FANG

H
E RECENTLY forked
out $2 million to buy
four units on the second

floor of Pearls Centre.
So, Mr Ooi Kim Thong, man-

aging director of Nam Ho Trav-
el, was stunned to learn yester-
day that he and other shopown-
ers there would have to vacate
the mall in Eu Tong Sen Street
to make way for the $18-billion
Thomson Line, Singapore’s
sixth train line.

The 43-year-old strata build-
ing, which also houses the Yang-
tze cinema, will be acquired by
the Government to make way
for underground tunnelling
works at Outram Park Station.

Mr Ooi, 80, said the move
was “too sudden” and lamented
that the company’s regular cus-
tomers would not be able to find
it after it vacates the premises.

The agency has been located
at the centre for over 30 years
and has 10 units on three floors.
The four units purchased recent-
ly, measuring about 139 sq m in

total, were bought over from
Burger King in June last year.

Mr Ooi said: “It’s a headache.
Even if (the Government) asks us
how much we want to be com-
pensated, and pay us, it’s no use.”

He added that “it’s impossi-
ble to find a place to accommo-
date my business”, as his compa-
ny needs a big space.

Pearls Centre is on one of
four full lots of land that will be
acquired to build the train line.
The others include a site occu-
pied by a 54-year-old post office
along Upper Thomson Road
and two landed properties along
Stevens Road and Robin Close.

Five partial lots will be bought
over too – such as the entrance
and open area of Lighthouse
School, and the frontage of Great
World City – but it will not affect
the occupants’ operations.

The total land area to be ac-
quired is 12,977 sq m, or the size
of two football fields. The land
which Pearls Centre sits on occu-
pies about 41 per cent of it.

The acquisition was an-
nounced by the Land Transport
Authority (LTA) and the Singa-
pore Land Authority (SLA) yes-
terday at a media conference. It
will affect 199 shops and eater-
ies, as well as 44 residential
units, in Pearls Centre.

The centre will be torn down
and redeveloped into a mixed-
use development comprising res-
idential, retail and office units.

Mr Simon Ong, SLA’s deputy

chief executive, said the authori-
ty gazetted the land yesterday
and owners were served notices
that morning. Those in Pearls
Centre have two years to vacate
the premises, while the rest
have 18 months.

They will be compensated
the market value of their proper-
ty, and an additional sum for ex-
penses incurred from buying a
replacement property, such as
stamp duties, transportation
and legal costs.

A percentage of the compen-
sation can be paid out in ad-
vance to owners so they can buy
a replacement property earlier,
said Mr Ong.

The SLA will work with agen-
cies, such as the Housing Board,
to assess whether there are prop-
erties available for them to con-
tinue their business. The total
compensation is expected to be
in the hundreds of millions.

LTA chief executive Chew
Hock Yong said the Govern-
ment tried to minimise the ac-
quisition to build the line.

He said that the planning and
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STUNNED: Nam Ho Travel’s
Ooi Kim Thong, who recently
bought four extra units at the
centre, called the move sudden.

Pearls Centre to make way
for $18b Thomson Line
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30km long with 22 stations
Costs around $18 billion 
Expected daily ridership
of about 400,000
commuters
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MARKED FOR DEMOLITION: Pearls Centre in 
Eu Tong Sen Street will be demolished to make 
way for underground tunnelling works at Outram 
Park Station. (PHOTO: JAMIE KOH)
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