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U
PPER-PRIMARY pupils
at Woodlands Primary
School usually turn up

for English class without their
textbooks, and with good rea-
son.

For instance, they may read
about and be prompted to dis-
cuss topics such as Singapore’s
MRT system or leatherback tur-
tles, using a variety of texts –
from fictional stories to informa-
tional reports, such as those in
newspapers.

The result? More interactive
lessons where pupils are more
vocal and confident in express-
ing themselves in English, said
Madam Ang Hui Lee, the
school’s head of department for
English Language.

Woodlands Primary was one
of 30 schools which piloted the
Strategies for English Language
Learning and Reading (Stellar)
programme back in 2006.

The programme was initially
rolled out for the lower-primary
level at all primary schools

in 2010.
Yesterday, the Ministry of Ed-

ucation (MOE) announced that
Stellar will also be implemented
nationwide for upper-primary
pupils, starting at the Primary 4
level, from next year. This
comes after a 2009 pilot with
24 schools.

The Stellar programme focus-
es on “21st-century competen-
cies”, which enable pupils to
communicate more effectively
and confidently, said MOE.

Under the programme, Eng-
lish is taught through stories
and texts which appeal to chil-
dren, with explicit grammar in-
struction.

Pupils are also given opportu-
nities to speak extensively and
to share their views with teach-
ers and peers.

To develop their writing abili-
ties, pupils will also have to
write with a specific purpose
and audience in mind.

With the changes, pupils will
also sit a revised Primary School
Leaving Examination (PSLE)

CONTINUED ON HOME A3

English-syllabus
makeover for
upper primary

BY MEIDYATAMA
SURYODININGRAT

THE JAKARTA POST/
ASIA NEWS NETWORK

T
WO months ago, it was
Central Asia. A month lat-
er, it was Africa. Now,

she is on a whistle-stop tour of
South-east Asia and East Asia,
preceded by a brief stopover in
the Cook Islands for the Pacific
Islands Forum summit.

With the zealousness of an
absent lover wooing a neglected
beau, US Secretary of State Hil-
lary Clinton has been consistent
in promulgating her President’s
much-touted pivot towards Asia.

However, as we in Asia fully
understand, it is not the mes-
sage. It’s the tone it is delivered
in.

In the months following Mr
Barack Obama’s pivot announce-

ment, no one can doubt that the
United States is back – back in
Asia, that is – politically, mili-
tarily and economically.

Yet, rather than evincing a
fervour for Asia, the nation’s “re-
turn” has been marked with a
preoccupation with China.

Mrs Clinton’s messages have
all had the same tone, whether
explicit or implicit: Dissuading
other countries of the rise of Bei-
jing’s influence.

Speaking in Mongolia, Chi-
na’s rising democratic neigh-
bour, two months ago, Mrs Clin-
ton said that governments “can’t
have economic liberalisation
without political liberalisation
eventually”.

As if referring to China’s slow-
ing economy, Mrs Clinton said:
“Clamping down on political ex-
pression or maintaining a tight
grip on what people read, say or
see can create an illusion of secu-
rity. But illusions fade – because
people’s yearning for liberty
don’t.”

In Senegal a month later, Mrs
Clinton tried to tout the tag-
line that the US was committed
to “a model of sustainable part-
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NAVIGATOR

SNUB FOR HILLARY: Muslim women praying during a protest
against the visit of Mrs Hillary Clinton outside the United
States Embassy in Jakarta yesterday. (PHOTO: AP)
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Paper 1 (Continuous writing):

Instead of two questions with
fixed scenarios to write on, one
topic is offered, which can be
approached in several ways.
Pupils can also write using
different styles and formats learnt.

Paper 2 (Language use and
comprehension): New visual
text-comprehension section with
multiple-choice questions based,
for example, on a poster.

Paper 3 (Listening compre-
hension): More questions with
graphic representation.

Paper 4 (Oral communication):
Existing picture discussion re-
placed with conversation about
a visual, such as a poster.

FOUNDATION ENGLISH
Paper 1: Pupils given flexibility

to write their own endings in their
compositions.

Paper 2: Pictures may be
featured together with compre-
hension passages, to help pupils
understand the texts better.

Papers 3 and 4: Changes
similar to English Language
papers.

CHANGES TO PSLE ENGLISH Become a fan
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com/MyPaperSG
and get daily highlights

SPEAKING UP: A new English programme will be introduced
to upper-primary pupils from next year, with a more interactive
classroom setting. (PHOTO: THE STRAITS TIMES)
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