
WHILE many teenagers tend to
spend most of their weekends
hanging out with friends, Delvin
Ang, 16, made a different call.

The Secondary 4 student at
Changkat Changi Secondary
School gamely took up his fa-
ther’s offer to pair up for the Ma-
julah Moment at this year’s pa-
rade.

The segment involved the old-
er generation handing the na-
tional flag to a younger group.

As part of the country’s cele-
bration of 45 years of National
Service, this year’s segment sig-
nified the passing on of the com-
mitment to ensure the nation’s
safety from one generation to
the next.

For Delvin, taking part in the
Majulah Moment also meant
that he got to spend more time
with his dad, Major (NS) Jeffery
Ang, 45. Formerly an air liaison
officer with the Republic of Sin-

gapore Air Force (RSAF) until
1999, Maj Ang is a captain with
Singapore Airlines and flies of-
ten.

“I don’t see my dad often be-
cause of his work, so I thought
we could bond more if I took
part (in the NDP),” said Delvin,
who is a First Sergeant in his
school’s National Cadet Corps
(Air).

With his father’s encourage-
ment, Delvin joined the Nation-
al Cadet Corps (Air) as he want-
ed to gain insight into the expec-
tations and requirements of be-
ing an RSAF pilot.

He wishes to become an
RSAF pilot in the future.

Although the duo said that
their relationship has always
been great, Maj Ang felt that
both of them had learnt more
about each other during this pe-
riod.

For example, Delvin found

out more about his father’s role
in the military.

While he knew that Maj Ang
was previously an RSAF air liai-
son officer, he did not complete-
ly comprehend the full scope of
his father’s work.

The rehearsals “helped to
improve our understanding of
each other”, revealed his father.

In fact, the duo found this
year’s parade experience so en-
riching that they said they
would not hesitate to take part
in the annual event again.

Maj Ang said: “NDP is a very
symbolic event. If we can take
part together, we will definitely
do it again.”

IN THE past few months he
spent at parade rehearsals with
his mother, Mr Haikel Moham-
ed, 24, got to see a different side
to her.

He spotted Madam Murni
Omar’s vivacious side when she
was with her peers at rehearsals.

“It’s an eye-opener. It’s not
something I see every day,” said
Mr Haikel, who takes on free-
lance jobs.

“I saw how crazy she could be
with her friends, and now we
can be crazy together,” he
quipped, as his 49-year-old
mother laughed.

Mother and son marched in
the Mercy Relief contingent
this year. It was the first time
that both took part in the pa-
rade.

Madam Murni decided to
join the marching contingent
when her son, a Mercy Relief vol-
unteer, invited her to join him.

She said that the desire to ex-
perience “something new” was
what attracted her to partici-
pate.

Mr Haikel said that while
they have always enjoyed an ex-
tremely close relationship, he ap-
preciated the exclusive time he
spent with her on rehearsal days
over weekends.

“The NDP made us even clos-
er because we had one dedicat-
ed day a week to spend with
each other,” he said.

Mr Haikel has two siblings,
an older brother, who is 25, and
a younger sister, aged 20, and
hopes to get the entire family to
participate in a parade one day.

He recommends all families
to take part in the parade as it
helps build harmony and unity.

A cheerful Mr Haikel said:
“It’s more fun that way. The
more, the merrier.”

BY TONG JIA HAN

T HE word “responsible”
is not the first adjective
Madam Tay Bee Gek

would normally use to
characterise her two children.

But, in the midst of
rehearsing for this year’s
National Day Parade, the
51-year-old account executive
of a food-and-beverage
company happily discovered
otherwise.

This is the first time all
three – she and daughter Lim
Qian Hao, 20, and son Hui
Qing, 19 – were involved in the
mass-display performance.
She was glad to see that they
showed utmost commitment
and initiative.

“I was surprised to see that
they took practices so seriously,
and even reminded each other
to turn up for every rehearsal,”
she said in Mandarin.

The twice-weekly practices
over the past few months also
fostered a closer bond among
them, as they chatted during
long bus rides to rehearsal
venues and guided one another
through dance steps.

The sentiment was also
echoed by other parent-child
pairings in the parade.

Major (NS) Jeffery Ang, 45,
a Singapore Airlines pilot,
said the parade experience
deepened his relationship with
his 16-year-old son, Delvin
Ang.

Maj (NS) Ang, a former
Republic of Singapore Air
Force air liaison officer, and
Delvin were part of the
parade’s Majulah Moment
segment.

For Madam Murni Omar,
49, a production operator,
going for rehearsals meant she
could spend uninterrupted
time with her son, Mr Haikel
Mohamed, 24.

Mr Haikel, who takes on
freelance jobs, and his mother
marched in the Mercy Relief
contingent.

Asked about the opportunity
to march alongside his mum,
the young man said: “ I feel
honoured to be able to share
this experience with her.”
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DIFFERENT SIDE TO MUM: Mr Haikel Mohamed invited
Madam Murni Omar to join him in the Mercy Relief contingent.

ENRICHING EVENT: Major (NS) Jeffery Ang and son Delvin
were in the Majulah Moment segment. (PHOTO: JAMIE KOH)

FAMILY BONDING: Madam Tay Bee Gek and two of her children, daughter Qian Hao and son Hui Qing, performed in Soka’s
fire-themed mass dance in the National Day Parade yesterday. (PHOTOS: JAMIE KOH)

MAKING NDP MEMORIES WITH MUM AND DAD

THIS year marked Madam Tay
Bee Gek’s seventh time being in
a mass-display performance at a
National Day Parade, but the
51-year-old account executive at
a food-and-beverage company is
far from jaded.

Oozing enthusiasm, the Sin-

gapore Soka Association mem-

ber gushed: “Every experience is

memorable, and it makes my

life seem young and vibrant.”

This year’s parade, however,

was extra special – this is the
first time she performed with
two of her children in Soka’s
fire-themed mass dance.

While her polytechnic-gradu-
ate daughter, Miss Lim Qian
Hao, 20, had performed at the
parade once before, this year
marked her son’s first parade
performance. Her younger
daughter, aged 14, was not in

the parade.
While the family confessed

that they sometimes felt lazy
and had to drag themselves to a
rehearsal, they said that their
hard work was worth it.

Miss Lim said: “To some, per-
forming together as a family
may be nothing. But for us, it
was a very encouraging experi-
ence that helped us bond.”

Madam Murni Omar, 49,
and son Haikel Mohamed, 24

BY MICHAEL ALLEN

I
N THE first week after I
touched down at Changi Air-
port on July 11, I saw flags

everywhere and thought Singa-
poreans must be the most patri-
otic people in the world.

As I staggered towards the
sports centre in Bedok in a
jet-lagged haze for a swim, I was
surprised to see a whole street
lined with giant Singapore flags.

Later, someone told me that
National Day was approaching.

I have to say that the whole
spectacle is quite bemusing for a
Brit like me.

In the United Kingdom, out-
side of celebrations like the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee –
where Oxford Street was fes-
tooned with rows of Union
Jacks – it’s more likely you’ll see
an English flag, a Welsh flag or
a Scottish flag hoisted outside
someone’s house, in support of
the respective national football
teams.

My Singaporean colleagues
were surprised to hear that we
have no such thing as a National
Day in the UK. Until I was con-
fronted with Singapore’s Nation-

al Day, it had never really con-
cerned me that we lacked a “Brit-
ish National Day”.

An aspect of the National
Day Parade (NDP) which struck
me was the military segment.
There aren’t hang-ups over the
display of military arsenal here
but, in the UK, you’re unlikely
to see the British army parading
its big guns due to its controver-
sial involvement in Afghanistan
and Iraq.

Another thing that intrigues
me is that every Singaporean re-
cites the national pledge every
morning in school, all the way

from kindergarten to junior col-
lege. Brits don’t have one.

The sight of thousands of peo-
ple reciting the Pledge at the
NDP isn’t something I could
fathom happening in the UK. I
can’t imagine reciting a British
pledge with my compatriots.

I find it quite curious, too,
the idea of having a new Nation-
al Day song every year.

Conversely, I can confess
without shame to not being able
to recite the lyrics of the nation-
al anthem God Save The Queen
past the opening lines, and I
think you’d struggle to find

many Brits (besides professional
footballers) who can.

Whether you put it down to
the UK’s post-colonial guilt or
the fact that our main national-
ist party – the British National
Party – is essentially a platform
for racial hatred and xenopho-
bia, I do find that many Brits
are decidedly reserved about out-
ward displays of patriotism.

Some of our tabloids say that
the country should be more pa-
triotic, but I don’t think that we
are any less loyal to our country
than Singaporeans just because
we don’t celebrate Britain once

a year. The pride expressed in
the country’s sporting achieve-
ments during the ongoing Olym-
pics is a testament to this.

Still, as an outsider watching
on TV how Singaporeans cele-
brate their National Day and
sing their hearts out, I can see
why it can be refreshing to ex-
press your love for your country,
and not be shy about it.

michaela@sph.com.sg

The writer is from Norwich,
England, and is an intern at my
paper.

Madam Tay Bee Gek, 51, with children
Lim Qian Hao, 20, and Lim Hui Qing, 19

PATRIOTISM ON DISPLAY: Children decked out in the national colours raring for the National Day Parade festivities to begin yes-
terday; and Olivia Ong and Natanya Huiya Tan belting out Love At First Light, this year’s NDP theme song. (PHOTOS: JAMIE KOH)

Major (NS) Jeffery Ang, 45,
and son Delvin, 16

VIEWPOINT

NDP makes me reflect on what it means to be British

HELPDESK
National Day Parade:  国庆庆典 
guó qìng qìng diǎn

Contingent: 队伍 duì wǔ

Rehearsals: 排练 pái liàn

Symbolic: 象征性 xiàng zhēng xìng
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