
by purchasing 15,500 acres in Texas for just $300; over the 
next three decades until his death in 1885, he purchased 
an average of more than 15,000 acres every year until King 
Ranch spread over more than half a million acres.

The cattle industry is the business most often associated 
with King Ranch, and its vast land holdings fit the stereo-
typical image of a Texas ranch raising cattle for the meat in-
dustry. But the oil industry contributed equally, if not more, 
to the success of King Ranch—racing historian Edward L. 
Bowen notes in his book Legacies of the Turf, Vol. 2 that oil 
“drove a good portion of the expansion, which eventually 
saw King Ranch roaming over 11 million acres…with vast 
parcels in South America, Australia and Africa.”

When Richard King passed away in 1885, control of the 
ranch was given to Robert Kleberg II, who worked hard to 
improve the cattle aspects of the ranch. Kleberg, who had 
married King’s youngest daughter, Alice, in turn, passed 
the reins of the ranch to his son Robert Kleberg Jr., who 
would soon take King Ranch in a new direction—into the 
world of Thoroughbred horse racing.

Of course, the younger Kleberg did not neglect the other 
aspects of the ranch. In fact, he contributed a great deal to 
King Ranch, using his knowledge of genetics to create a 
new breed of cattle, the Santa Gertrudis, which was well 
suited to the hot weather in Texas. He also worked to im-
prove the Quarter Horses that were used on the ranch, and 
it was in 1934—while looking for horses to improve the 
ranch stock—that he happened across a Thoroughbred by 
the name of Chicaro. 

As a racehorse, Chicaro had been unremarkable; he won 
just one of his 18 starts, although he did finish third in the 
Pimlico Fall Serial Weight for Age No. 3 Stakes. But his 
pedigree was noteworthy—a son of the Spearmint stallion 
*Chicle out of the Peter Pan mare Wendy, he had been bred 
by the famous breeder and owner Harry Payne Whitney—
and Kleberg was impressed by Chicaro’s appearance, so he 
wound up buying the stallion.

It was this purchase that started King Ranch on the road 
to success in horse racing, and Kleberg—intrigued by the 
Thoroughbred breed—soon traveled to Kentucky with 
plans to acquire more quality Thoroughbreds. At that time, 
the prominent breeder Morton Schwartz was in the process 
of dispersing his breeding stock, and Kleberg seized the op-
portunity to purchase the quality mares of an established 
and successful breeder. It was from this auction that the 
foundation of King Ranch’s success was laid, starting in mo-
tion a decades-long involvement in horse racing that would 
be among the most remarkable in the history of the sport.

Through the years, King Ranch was involved with doz-
ens of talented racehorses, many of which were bred by 
Kleberg in the name of King Ranch. Through the years, 
horses bred or raced by King Ranch would win six Triple 
Crown races and nine championships; incredibly, more 
than 100 horses bred by King Ranch would become stakes 
winners, a massive accomplishment matched by relatively 
few breeders. But King Ranch—never afraid to embrace 
quality horses from other breeders—also enjoyed success 
from the groundwork laid by others. One notable exam-
ple came when Kleberg had the opportunity to purchase 
a number of horses from the dispersal of Colonel E.R. 
Bradley’s horses in 1946—King Ranch was rewarded with 
two champions. In turn, there were occasions when other 
owners reaped the rewards from seeds that King Ranch had 
sewn. It would require too many words to describe all of 
the talented horses associated with King Ranch, but here 
are a dozen of the most notable.

Assault 
(1943, Bold Venture—Igual, by Equipoise)

Whenever horse racing fans think of King Ranch, the 
horse that comes most readily to mind is undoubtedly  
Assault. A son of the King Ranch stallion Bold Venture, 
Assault almost didn’t live to reach the races after injuring 
his hoof as a foal, but dedicated care from the King Ranch 
staff helped Assault recover. His damaged hoof remained 

Assault, with jockey Warren Mehrtens and Helen “Helenita” 
Kleberg, won 18 of 42 career starts and banked more than 
$675,000.

nce upon a time, a long time ago, a wide-spread-
ing landscape of livestock and ranchland known 

as the King Ranch was forged. It was here, on thousands 
and thousands of acres in Texas, that a new and highly suc-
cessful breed of cattle was developed, and it was here that 
some of the greatest Thoroughbreds in the history of horse 
racing were born.

It may have the sound of a storybook fable, but then, the 
most remarkable of true stories often do.

King Ranch was founded in 1853 by Richard King, who 
had served in the Mexican War transporting troops and 
supplies along the Rio Grande and thus become familiar 
with the landscape in Texas. According to the book Assault 
by Eva Jolene Boyd, King laid the foundation for his ranch 
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by purchasing 15,500 acres in Texas for just $300; over the 
next three decades until his death in 1885, he purchased 
an average of more than 15,000 acres every year until King 
Ranch spread over more than half a million acres.

The cattle industry is the business most often associated 
with King Ranch, and its vast land holdings fit the stereo-
typical image of a Texas ranch raising cattle for the meat in-
dustry. But the oil industry contributed equally, if not more, 
to the success of King Ranch—racing historian Edward L. 
Bowen notes in his book Legacies of the Turf, Vol. 2 that oil 
“drove a good portion of the expansion, which eventually 
saw King Ranch roaming over 11 million acres…with vast 
parcels in South America, Australia and Africa.”

When Richard King passed away in 1885, control of the 
ranch was given to Robert Kleberg II, who worked hard to 
improve the cattle aspects of the ranch. Kleberg, who had 
married King’s youngest daughter, Alice, in turn, passed 
the reins of the ranch to his son Robert Kleberg Jr., who 
would soon take King Ranch in a new direction—into the 
world of Thoroughbred horse racing.

Of course, the younger Kleberg did not neglect the other 
aspects of the ranch. In fact, he contributed a great deal to 
King Ranch, using his knowledge of genetics to create a 
new breed of cattle, the Santa Gertrudis, which was well 
suited to the hot weather in Texas. He also worked to im-
prove the Quarter Horses that were used on the ranch, and 
it was in 1934—while looking for horses to improve the 
ranch stock—that he happened across a Thoroughbred by 
the name of Chicaro. 

As a racehorse, Chicaro had been unremarkable; he won 
just one of his 18 starts, although he did finish third in the 
Pimlico Fall Serial Weight for Age No. 3 Stakes. But his 
pedigree was noteworthy—a son of the Spearmint stallion 
*Chicle out of the Peter Pan mare Wendy, he had been bred 
by the famous breeder and owner Harry Payne Whitney—
and Kleberg was impressed by Chicaro’s appearance, so he 
wound up buying the stallion.

It was this purchase that started King Ranch on the road 
to success in horse racing, and Kleberg—intrigued by the 
Thoroughbred breed—soon traveled to Kentucky with 
plans to acquire more quality Thoroughbreds. At that time, 
the prominent breeder Morton Schwartz was in the process 
of dispersing his breeding stock, and Kleberg seized the op-
portunity to purchase the quality mares of an established 
and successful breeder. It was from this auction that the 
foundation of King Ranch’s success was laid, starting in mo-
tion a decades-long involvement in horse racing that would 
be among the most remarkable in the history of the sport.

Through the years, King Ranch was involved with doz-
ens of talented racehorses, many of which were bred by 
Kleberg in the name of King Ranch. Through the years, 
horses bred or raced by King Ranch would win six Triple 
Crown races and nine championships; incredibly, more 
than 100 horses bred by King Ranch would become stakes 
winners, a massive accomplishment matched by relatively 
few breeders. But King Ranch—never afraid to embrace 
quality horses from other breeders—also enjoyed success 
from the groundwork laid by others. One notable exam-
ple came when Kleberg had the opportunity to purchase 
a number of horses from the dispersal of Colonel E.R. 
Bradley’s horses in 1946—King Ranch was rewarded with 
two champions. In turn, there were occasions when other 
owners reaped the rewards from seeds that King Ranch had 
sewn. It would require too many words to describe all of 
the talented horses associated with King Ranch, but here 
are a dozen of the most notable.

Assault 
(1943, Bold Venture—Igual, by Equipoise)

Whenever horse racing fans think of King Ranch, the 
horse that comes most readily to mind is undoubtedly  
Assault. A son of the King Ranch stallion Bold Venture, 
Assault almost didn’t live to reach the races after injuring 
his hoof as a foal, but dedicated care from the King Ranch 
staff helped Assault recover. His damaged hoof remained 

Assault, with jockey Warren Mehrtens and Helen “Helenita” 
Kleberg, won 18 of 42 career starts and banked more than 
$675,000.

nce upon a time, a long time ago, a wide-spread-
ing landscape of livestock and ranchland known 

as the King Ranch was forged. It was here, on thousands 
and thousands of acres in Texas, that a new and highly suc-
cessful breed of cattle was developed, and it was here that 
some of the greatest Thoroughbreds in the history of horse 
racing were born.

It may have the sound of a storybook fable, but then, the 
most remarkable of true stories often do.

King Ranch was founded in 1853 by Richard King, who 
had served in the Mexican War transporting troops and 
supplies along the Rio Grande and thus become familiar 
with the landscape in Texas. According to the book Assault 
by Eva Jolene Boyd, King laid the foundation for his ranch 
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Ciencia 
(1936, *Cohort—Science, by Star Master)

Although she’s been all but forgotten today, Ciencia 
achieved a historic landmark for King Ranch, becoming 
its first homebred to win a stakes race. A brown filly sired 
by the imported stallion Cohort, Ciencia became a stakes 
winner by securing victory in the Autumn Day Stakes as a 
2-year-old in 1938. The following year, she made history in 
the Santa Anita Derby, defeating 13 rivals before a crowd of 
nearly 46,000 people to become the first filly to win Cali-
fornia’s biggest race for 3-year-olds.

Ciencia ended her career with a record of six wins from 
22 starts, and like But Why Not, she proved to be a no-
table broodmare. Her son Curandero, born in 1946, would 
count wins in the Equipoise Mile and Washington Park 
Handicap among his 15 career victories.

Dawn Play
(1934, Clock Tower—Gun Play, by Man o’ War)

King Ranch’s first champion was the filly Dawn Play, 
one of the horses that Kleberg had purchased from the dis-
persal of Morton Schwartz’s breeding stock. As a 2-year-
old, Dawn Play ran nine times and was victorious only 
once, but she did finish second in the Matron Stakes and 
Selima Stakes, losing the latter by just a nose. The follow-
ing year, she made the most of her brief five-race campaign, 
winning the Acorn Stakes and Coaching Club American 
Oaks against fillies and defeating a talented field of colts in 
the rich American Derby. For her achievements, she was 
recognized as the champion 3-year-old filly of 1937.

Gallant Bloom 
(1966, *Gallant Man—Multiflora, by Beau Max)

The last great champion campaigned by King Ranch 
was Gallant Bloom, a remarkably talented filly who won 
major stakes races at two, three and four. As a juvenile 
trained by Texas-born Hall of Famer Max Hirsch, the same 
man who conditioned Assault, Gallant Bloom overcame a 
trio of dismal defeats during the summer to conclude the 
season with wins in the Matron and Gardenia stakes to be-
come the champion 2-year-old filly of 1968. After Hirsch 
passed away, Gallant Bloom was transferred to the care of 
Hirsch’s son William “Buddy” Hirsch, also a member of 
racing’s Hall of Fame, and went unbeaten in eight starts 
in 1969—including easy wins against older mares in the 

Matchmaker and Spinster stakes—to repeat as champion 
of her division.

Gallant Bloom raced briefly in 1970, winning the Santa 
Maria and Santa Margarita handicaps before two losses 
brought her career to a close. As a broodmare, her most 
successful foal was Medano, a son of Graustark who won 
nine of his 39 starts, the majority of them being allowance 
and claiming races.

High Gun 
(1951, *Heliopolis—Rocket Gun, by Brazado)

In the history of horse racing, there have been relatively 
few horses as versatile as High Gun. Purchased by King 
Ranch as a yearling, High Gun had enough speed to win 
the Peter Pan Handicap at 1 1⁄8 miles and enough stamina 
to win the Belmont Stakes at 1 1⁄2 miles, then later stretched 
the boundaries of his distance abilities to win the two-mile 
Jockey Club Gold Cup and the one-mile Metropolitan 
Handicap. During the course of his career, he also won the 
Brooklyn Handicap, the Manhattan Handicap, the Dwyer 
Stakes and two renewals of the Sysonby Stakes and earned 
champion 3-year-old and champion older horse honors.

Middleground 
(1947, Bold Venture—Verguenza, by Chicaro)

King Ranch’s sec-
ond Kentucky Derby 
winner was Middle-
ground, who arrived 
on the scene four years 
after Assault. In terms 
of pedigree, Middle-
ground was the result 
of breeding a Chicaro 
mare to Bold Ven-
ture, meaning that 
Middleground had 
the blood of both of 
King Ranch’s founda-
tion stallions flowing 
through his veins.

Unlike Assault, 
Middleground was 
a very successful 
2-year-old, winning 
four of his five starts 

Texas-bred Middleground, with 
Helen “Helenita” Kleberg, after 
winning the 1950 Belmont Stakes 
under jockey William Boland.

weaker than his others, and he 
developed a habit of favoring 
it when he walked, but mi-
raculously, it didn’t hinder his 
ability to run. And oh, could 
he run!

Assault got off to a slow 
start as a 2-year-old in 1945, 
but while he lost more races 
than he won, a victory in the 
Flash Stakes and a respect-
able fourth-place effort in the 

Cowdin Stakes in New York 
hinted at what was to come. As a 

3-year-old, Assault opened the year 
with wins in the Experimental Free 

Handicap and Wood Memorial (then 
run at Jamaica Race Course in New York). 

Following a fourth-place finish in the Derby 
Trial Stakes, Assault upset the Kentucky Derby at 

Churchill Downs by a record eight lengths. He had to work 
much harder in the Preakness at Pimlico Race Course, 
when a four-length lead in the homestretch dwindled to a 
neck at the wire, but he returned to his dominating ways 
in New York’s Belmont Stakes, winning by three lengths to 
sweep the Triple Crown.

Assault added to his glorious reputation by winning five 
major stakes in 1947 and was retired to King Ranch with 
high expectations as a stallion, but he proved to be mostly 
infertile and was put back in training. Against the odds, he 
achieved success in his comeback, winning the prestigious 
Brooklyn Handicap at Aqueduct in 1949 before being re-
tired for good the following year.

Bold Venture 
(1933, *St. Germans—Possible, by Ultimus)

Bold Venture wasn’t bred by King Ranch, nor did he 
race in the King Ranch colors, but he would eventually 
become the foundation stallion of King Ranch’s breed-
ing operation. Owned during his racing years by Morton 
Schwartz, Bold Venture was an unremarkable 2-year-old 
in 1935 but improved dramatically the following year to 
upset the Kentucky Derby at odds of 20-1. He proved his 
win was no fluke by winning the Preakness as well, but an 
injury derailed his chance at winning the Triple Crown 
and he was retired to stud with a record of six wins from 
11 starts.

A few years later, Kleberg arranged to purchase Bold 
Venture and move the stallion to King Ranch, and over the 
next few years Bold Venture would have an incredible im-
pact on King Ranch’s breeding program. Three members of 
Bold Venture’s 1943 crop would win stakes races for King 
Ranch, with the most notable being Assault, and Bold Ven-
ture would later sire 1950 Kentucky Derby and Belmont 
Stakes winner Middleground as well. In an interesting bit 
of trivia, Bold Venture remains the only Kentucky Derby 
winner to sire two Kentucky Derby winners, and they were 
both Texas-breds.

But Why Not  
(1944, Blue Larkspur—Be Like Mom, by *Sickle)

But Why Now wasn’t bred by King Ranch, but she was 
purchased by King Ranch from the Bradley dispersal in 
1946 following her 2-year-old season and went on to be-
come a champion for her new owner. Racing against the 
best colts and fillies in the country, But Why Not proved 
to be superior to almost all of them, winning the Pimlico 
Oaks, Acorn Stakes, Arlington Matron Handicap, Alabama 
Stakes, Beldame Stakes and even the Arlington Classic 
against colts. She failed to replicate that strong form later 
on, winning only three of her final 32 races, but she went 
on to be a successful broodmare. 

Her best foal was How Now, a tough-as-nails veteran 
that made 86 starts from 1955 to 1961 while winning 11 
stakes races, including two renewals each of the Del Mar, 
San Francisco and Bing Crosby handicaps in California.

Chicaro  
(1923, *Chicle—Wendy, by Peter Pan)

The horse that started it all for King Ranch turned out 
to be fairly unremarkable as a sire of Thoroughbreds, as 
only two of his foals won stakes races, but Chicaro would 
eventually prove his worth by siring Verguenza. Born in 
1940, Verguenza didn’t race and—like her sire—didn’t 
produce many notable runners, but she struck gold as 
the dam of Middleground, who won the 1949 Hopeful 
Stakes and later added the Kentucky Derby and Belmont 
Stakes to his résumé.

Chicaro also helped Kleberg achieve his goal of improv-
ing the King Ranch Quarter Horses. Chicaro proved to be 
a highly influential sire of Quarter Horses, and to this day, 
he is remembered as one of the foundation stallions of the 
modern American Quarter Horse breed.
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Ciencia 
(1936, *Cohort—Science, by Star Master)

Although she’s been all but forgotten today, Ciencia 
achieved a historic landmark for King Ranch, becoming 
its first homebred to win a stakes race. A brown filly sired 
by the imported stallion Cohort, Ciencia became a stakes 
winner by securing victory in the Autumn Day Stakes as a 
2-year-old in 1938. The following year, she made history in 
the Santa Anita Derby, defeating 13 rivals before a crowd of 
nearly 46,000 people to become the first filly to win Cali-
fornia’s biggest race for 3-year-olds.

Ciencia ended her career with a record of six wins from 
22 starts, and like But Why Not, she proved to be a no-
table broodmare. Her son Curandero, born in 1946, would 
count wins in the Equipoise Mile and Washington Park 
Handicap among his 15 career victories.

Dawn Play
(1934, Clock Tower—Gun Play, by Man o’ War)

King Ranch’s first champion was the filly Dawn Play, 
one of the horses that Kleberg had purchased from the dis-
persal of Morton Schwartz’s breeding stock. As a 2-year-
old, Dawn Play ran nine times and was victorious only 
once, but she did finish second in the Matron Stakes and 
Selima Stakes, losing the latter by just a nose. The follow-
ing year, she made the most of her brief five-race campaign, 
winning the Acorn Stakes and Coaching Club American 
Oaks against fillies and defeating a talented field of colts in 
the rich American Derby. For her achievements, she was 
recognized as the champion 3-year-old filly of 1937.

Gallant Bloom 
(1966, *Gallant Man—Multiflora, by Beau Max)

The last great champion campaigned by King Ranch 
was Gallant Bloom, a remarkably talented filly who won 
major stakes races at two, three and four. As a juvenile 
trained by Texas-born Hall of Famer Max Hirsch, the same 
man who conditioned Assault, Gallant Bloom overcame a 
trio of dismal defeats during the summer to conclude the 
season with wins in the Matron and Gardenia stakes to be-
come the champion 2-year-old filly of 1968. After Hirsch 
passed away, Gallant Bloom was transferred to the care of 
Hirsch’s son William “Buddy” Hirsch, also a member of 
racing’s Hall of Fame, and went unbeaten in eight starts 
in 1969—including easy wins against older mares in the 

Matchmaker and Spinster stakes—to repeat as champion 
of her division.

Gallant Bloom raced briefly in 1970, winning the Santa 
Maria and Santa Margarita handicaps before two losses 
brought her career to a close. As a broodmare, her most 
successful foal was Medano, a son of Graustark who won 
nine of his 39 starts, the majority of them being allowance 
and claiming races.

High Gun 
(1951, *Heliopolis—Rocket Gun, by Brazado)

In the history of horse racing, there have been relatively 
few horses as versatile as High Gun. Purchased by King 
Ranch as a yearling, High Gun had enough speed to win 
the Peter Pan Handicap at 1 1⁄8 miles and enough stamina 
to win the Belmont Stakes at 1 1⁄2 miles, then later stretched 
the boundaries of his distance abilities to win the two-mile 
Jockey Club Gold Cup and the one-mile Metropolitan 
Handicap. During the course of his career, he also won the 
Brooklyn Handicap, the Manhattan Handicap, the Dwyer 
Stakes and two renewals of the Sysonby Stakes and earned 
champion 3-year-old and champion older horse honors.

Middleground 
(1947, Bold Venture—Verguenza, by Chicaro)

King Ranch’s sec-
ond Kentucky Derby 
winner was Middle-
ground, who arrived 
on the scene four years 
after Assault. In terms 
of pedigree, Middle-
ground was the result 
of breeding a Chicaro 
mare to Bold Ven-
ture, meaning that 
Middleground had 
the blood of both of 
King Ranch’s founda-
tion stallions flowing 
through his veins.

Unlike Assault, 
Middleground was 
a very successful 
2-year-old, winning 
four of his five starts 

Texas-bred Middleground, with 
Helen “Helenita” Kleberg, after 
winning the 1950 Belmont Stakes 
under jockey William Boland.

weaker than his others, and he 
developed a habit of favoring 
it when he walked, but mi-
raculously, it didn’t hinder his 
ability to run. And oh, could 
he run!

Assault got off to a slow 
start as a 2-year-old in 1945, 
but while he lost more races 
than he won, a victory in the 
Flash Stakes and a respect-
able fourth-place effort in the 

Cowdin Stakes in New York 
hinted at what was to come. As a 

3-year-old, Assault opened the year 
with wins in the Experimental Free 

Handicap and Wood Memorial (then 
run at Jamaica Race Course in New York). 

Following a fourth-place finish in the Derby 
Trial Stakes, Assault upset the Kentucky Derby at 

Churchill Downs by a record eight lengths. He had to work 
much harder in the Preakness at Pimlico Race Course, 
when a four-length lead in the homestretch dwindled to a 
neck at the wire, but he returned to his dominating ways 
in New York’s Belmont Stakes, winning by three lengths to 
sweep the Triple Crown.

Assault added to his glorious reputation by winning five 
major stakes in 1947 and was retired to King Ranch with 
high expectations as a stallion, but he proved to be mostly 
infertile and was put back in training. Against the odds, he 
achieved success in his comeback, winning the prestigious 
Brooklyn Handicap at Aqueduct in 1949 before being re-
tired for good the following year.

Bold Venture 
(1933, *St. Germans—Possible, by Ultimus)

Bold Venture wasn’t bred by King Ranch, nor did he 
race in the King Ranch colors, but he would eventually 
become the foundation stallion of King Ranch’s breed-
ing operation. Owned during his racing years by Morton 
Schwartz, Bold Venture was an unremarkable 2-year-old 
in 1935 but improved dramatically the following year to 
upset the Kentucky Derby at odds of 20-1. He proved his 
win was no fluke by winning the Preakness as well, but an 
injury derailed his chance at winning the Triple Crown 
and he was retired to stud with a record of six wins from 
11 starts.

A few years later, Kleberg arranged to purchase Bold 
Venture and move the stallion to King Ranch, and over the 
next few years Bold Venture would have an incredible im-
pact on King Ranch’s breeding program. Three members of 
Bold Venture’s 1943 crop would win stakes races for King 
Ranch, with the most notable being Assault, and Bold Ven-
ture would later sire 1950 Kentucky Derby and Belmont 
Stakes winner Middleground as well. In an interesting bit 
of trivia, Bold Venture remains the only Kentucky Derby 
winner to sire two Kentucky Derby winners, and they were 
both Texas-breds.

But Why Not  
(1944, Blue Larkspur—Be Like Mom, by *Sickle)

But Why Now wasn’t bred by King Ranch, but she was 
purchased by King Ranch from the Bradley dispersal in 
1946 following her 2-year-old season and went on to be-
come a champion for her new owner. Racing against the 
best colts and fillies in the country, But Why Not proved 
to be superior to almost all of them, winning the Pimlico 
Oaks, Acorn Stakes, Arlington Matron Handicap, Alabama 
Stakes, Beldame Stakes and even the Arlington Classic 
against colts. She failed to replicate that strong form later 
on, winning only three of her final 32 races, but she went 
on to be a successful broodmare. 

Her best foal was How Now, a tough-as-nails veteran 
that made 86 starts from 1955 to 1961 while winning 11 
stakes races, including two renewals each of the Del Mar, 
San Francisco and Bing Crosby handicaps in California.

Chicaro  
(1923, *Chicle—Wendy, by Peter Pan)

The horse that started it all for King Ranch turned out 
to be fairly unremarkable as a sire of Thoroughbreds, as 
only two of his foals won stakes races, but Chicaro would 
eventually prove his worth by siring Verguenza. Born in 
1940, Verguenza didn’t race and—like her sire—didn’t 
produce many notable runners, but she struck gold as 
the dam of Middleground, who won the 1949 Hopeful 
Stakes and later added the Kentucky Derby and Belmont 
Stakes to his résumé.

Chicaro also helped Kleberg achieve his goal of improv-
ing the King Ranch Quarter Horses. Chicaro proved to be 
a highly influential sire of Quarter Horses, and to this day, 
he is remembered as one of the foundation stallions of the 
modern American Quarter Horse breed.
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Club American Oaks and the Delaware Oaks. In the latter 
race, Resaca won by two lengths over Silver Spoon (who 
would end up being co-champion 3-year-old filly) as well 
as defeating Indian Maid, who had finished second in the 
Kentucky Oaks.

Resaca’s career would prove to be relatively short by the 
standards of the era, as she retired after making just 11 
starts, but she had proven without a doubt that she was 
among the best fillies of her generation. As Bowen notes in 
Legacies of the Turf, Vol. 2, Kleberg would eventually consid-
er Resaca to be the second-best filly raced by King Ranch, 
behind only Dawn Play and ahead of Gallant Bloom.

Too Timely 
(1940, Discovery—On Hand, by On Watch)

The filly Too Timely was bred for success right from the 
start, as her sire was the legendary weight-carrying cham-
pion Discovery and her dam was On Hand, who also 
produced the 1943 co-champion handicap horse Market 
Wise, a winner of 11 stakes races in 1941–43.

The same year that Market Wise won his championship, 

Too Timely achieved her biggest success with an upset win 
in the Coaching Club American Oaks at Belmont Park. 
Earlier in the season, Too Timely had been beaten a length 
by champion Askmenow in the Pimlico Oaks, but in the 
CCA Oaks, Too Timely rallied to turn the tables on Ask-
menow by a decisive 3 ½ lengths. That would mark her 
only win from 11 starts in 1943, and she would retire with 
just two victories from 22 races, but Too Timely had re-
spectable success as a broodmare. Three of her foals—High 
Dive, On the Mark and Safe Arrival—would place in stakes 
races, and On the Mark was talented enough to warrant a 
start in the 1950 Kentucky Derby, where he finished eighth 
behind stablemate Middleground.

After Kleberg passed away in 1974, King Ranch gradu-
ally faded from prominence in the world of Thoroughbred 
horse racing. During its heyday, the Thoroughbred portion 
of the ranch had grown to include a farm in Kentucky as 
well, and this division of the ranch thrived for a time un-
der the management of Kleberg’s granddaughter, Helen 
Alexander. King Ranch was prominent at the major year-

More than 100 stakes-winning Thoroughbreds were produced by the  
King Ranch breeding program, including two Kentucky Derby winners.

and securing victory in the prestigious Hopeful Stakes. In 
1950, he opened his 3-year-old season with runner-up ef-
forts in the Wood Memorial and Derby Trial, then secured 
victory in the Kentucky Derby when he rallied to win at 
odds of 8-1. A runner-up effort in the Preakness denied 
him a shot at emulating Assault with a Triple Crown sweep, 
but Middleground did come back to win the Belmont 
Stakes to stamp himself as among the best colts of his gen-
eration. Similar to Assault, he had some fertility issues as a 
stallion, but he eventually sired well over 100 foals, includ-
ing the King Ranch-bred stakes winners Resaca and Here 
and There, who won the 1957 Alabama Stakes.

Prove Out 
(1969, Graustark—Equal Venture, by Bold Venture)

Through the years, King Ranch raced the majority of the 
best horses they bred, but one notable horse that achieved 
success for a different owner was Prove Out. He achieved 
little success in his first 27 starts while racing for King 
Ranch, but when sold to Hobeau Farm and transferred to 

the barn of trainer Allen Jerkens, Prove Out blossomed.
In his first six races for Jerkens, Prove Out was almost 

unstoppable, breaking two track records before handing the 
great Secretariat a defeat in the Woodward Stakes, which 
Prove Out won by 4 1⁄2 lengths in the terrific time of 2:25 4⁄5 
for 12 furlongs. A month later, he was arguably even better 
in the two-mile Jockey Club Gold Cup, romping to victory 
in the near-record time of 3:20 flat.

Prove Out returned in 1974 and failed to regain his best 
form, with his lone win coming in the Grey Lag Handicap 
(G2) at Aqueduct. But, for a brief time at the end of 1973, 
Prove Out was arguably as good as any horse in the coun-
try—even Secretariat.

Resaca
(1956, Middleground—Retama, by Brazado)

Perhaps the best of Middleground’s foals was Resaca, a 
half sister to the King Ranch-bred stakes winners Sandusky 
and Tamarona. As a 2-year-old, Resaca went winless in four 
starts, but hinted at promise by finishing second in the rich 
Gardenia Stakes, just a half-length behind that year’s cham-
pion 2-year-old filly, Quill.

As with many of the King Ranch-bred horses, Resaca 
showed great improvement as a 3-year-old in 1959, the 
year she handed Quill consecutive defeats in the Coaching 

Robert J. Kleberg Jr., shown with his wife, Helen, expanded 
King Ranch’s operations into the world of Thoroughbred 
racing with great success.

The connections of 1946 Triple Crown winner Assault after 
winning the Belmont Stakes, from left: Robert J. Kleberg 
Jr., New York City Mayor William O’Dwyer, jockey War-
ren Mehrtens, trainer Max Hirsch, Helen Kleberg, Admiral 
Marc Mitscher and Helenita Kleberg.
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Club American Oaks and the Delaware Oaks. In the latter 
race, Resaca won by two lengths over Silver Spoon (who 
would end up being co-champion 3-year-old filly) as well 
as defeating Indian Maid, who had finished second in the 
Kentucky Oaks.

Resaca’s career would prove to be relatively short by the 
standards of the era, as she retired after making just 11 
starts, but she had proven without a doubt that she was 
among the best fillies of her generation. As Bowen notes in 
Legacies of the Turf, Vol. 2, Kleberg would eventually consid-
er Resaca to be the second-best filly raced by King Ranch, 
behind only Dawn Play and ahead of Gallant Bloom.

Too Timely 
(1940, Discovery—On Hand, by On Watch)

The filly Too Timely was bred for success right from the 
start, as her sire was the legendary weight-carrying cham-
pion Discovery and her dam was On Hand, who also 
produced the 1943 co-champion handicap horse Market 
Wise, a winner of 11 stakes races in 1941–43.

The same year that Market Wise won his championship, 

Too Timely achieved her biggest success with an upset win 
in the Coaching Club American Oaks at Belmont Park. 
Earlier in the season, Too Timely had been beaten a length 
by champion Askmenow in the Pimlico Oaks, but in the 
CCA Oaks, Too Timely rallied to turn the tables on Ask-
menow by a decisive 3 ½ lengths. That would mark her 
only win from 11 starts in 1943, and she would retire with 
just two victories from 22 races, but Too Timely had re-
spectable success as a broodmare. Three of her foals—High 
Dive, On the Mark and Safe Arrival—would place in stakes 
races, and On the Mark was talented enough to warrant a 
start in the 1950 Kentucky Derby, where he finished eighth 
behind stablemate Middleground.

After Kleberg passed away in 1974, King Ranch gradu-
ally faded from prominence in the world of Thoroughbred 
horse racing. During its heyday, the Thoroughbred portion 
of the ranch had grown to include a farm in Kentucky as 
well, and this division of the ranch thrived for a time un-
der the management of Kleberg’s granddaughter, Helen 
Alexander. King Ranch was prominent at the major year-

More than 100 stakes-winning Thoroughbreds were produced by the  
King Ranch breeding program, including two Kentucky Derby winners.

and securing victory in the prestigious Hopeful Stakes. In 
1950, he opened his 3-year-old season with runner-up ef-
forts in the Wood Memorial and Derby Trial, then secured 
victory in the Kentucky Derby when he rallied to win at 
odds of 8-1. A runner-up effort in the Preakness denied 
him a shot at emulating Assault with a Triple Crown sweep, 
but Middleground did come back to win the Belmont 
Stakes to stamp himself as among the best colts of his gen-
eration. Similar to Assault, he had some fertility issues as a 
stallion, but he eventually sired well over 100 foals, includ-
ing the King Ranch-bred stakes winners Resaca and Here 
and There, who won the 1957 Alabama Stakes.

Prove Out 
(1969, Graustark—Equal Venture, by Bold Venture)

Through the years, King Ranch raced the majority of the 
best horses they bred, but one notable horse that achieved 
success for a different owner was Prove Out. He achieved 
little success in his first 27 starts while racing for King 
Ranch, but when sold to Hobeau Farm and transferred to 

the barn of trainer Allen Jerkens, Prove Out blossomed.
In his first six races for Jerkens, Prove Out was almost 

unstoppable, breaking two track records before handing the 
great Secretariat a defeat in the Woodward Stakes, which 
Prove Out won by 4 1⁄2 lengths in the terrific time of 2:25 4⁄5 
for 12 furlongs. A month later, he was arguably even better 
in the two-mile Jockey Club Gold Cup, romping to victory 
in the near-record time of 3:20 flat.

Prove Out returned in 1974 and failed to regain his best 
form, with his lone win coming in the Grey Lag Handicap 
(G2) at Aqueduct. But, for a brief time at the end of 1973, 
Prove Out was arguably as good as any horse in the coun-
try—even Secretariat.

Resaca
(1956, Middleground—Retama, by Brazado)

Perhaps the best of Middleground’s foals was Resaca, a 
half sister to the King Ranch-bred stakes winners Sandusky 
and Tamarona. As a 2-year-old, Resaca went winless in four 
starts, but hinted at promise by finishing second in the rich 
Gardenia Stakes, just a half-length behind that year’s cham-
pion 2-year-old filly, Quill.

As with many of the King Ranch-bred horses, Resaca 
showed great improvement as a 3-year-old in 1959, the 
year she handed Quill consecutive defeats in the Coaching 

Robert J. Kleberg Jr., shown with his wife, Helen, expanded 
King Ranch’s operations into the world of Thoroughbred 
racing with great success.

The connections of 1946 Triple Crown winner Assault after 
winning the Belmont Stakes, from left: Robert J. Kleberg 
Jr., New York City Mayor William O’Dwyer, jockey War-
ren Mehrtens, trainer Max Hirsch, Helen Kleberg, Admiral 
Marc Mitscher and Helenita Kleberg.
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ling sales through the 1990s, and under Alexander’s 
guidance, the ranch bred many more stakes winners. 
One of them—a filly named Too Chic—would win 
the Maskette Stakes (G1) in 1982 and later produce 
Queena, the three-time Grade 1 winner and champion 
older mare of 1991.

King Ranch continued to make racing headlines 
as late as 1998, when the ranch was the consigner 
of two yearlings that sold for more than $1 million 
(they would become the graded stakes winners Ex-
change Rate and Brahms), but that same year, the 
Kentucky division was sold. As a result, the name 
King Ranch officially exited the sport of Thorough-
bred horse racing…but its legacy from the glory 
days will live on forever.

J. Keeler Johnson (also known as “Keelerman”) is a writer, 

blogger, videographer, handicapper and all-around horse  

racing enthusiast who was drawn to the sport by Curlin’s 

quest to become North America’s richest racehorse. Johnson 

writes for the Bloodhorse.com blog Unlocking Winners 

and is a frequent contributor to America’s Best Racing  

(americasbestracing.net). He is also the founder of the horse 

racing website theturfboard.com.

King Ranch, which is home to approximately 35,000 cattle today, covers some 825,000 acres— 
larger than the state of Rhode Island.
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