
WHLLFIGHTON
SAYRESI DENTS
ilNSWIMMINGII

E(,
UJI
Ul

ul
I
F BATHS PROT

ByMirhaelAllen
NEWS REPORTER

RESIDENTS fighting to keep
historic swimming baths in
Foleshill open say they are
determined to keep up their
campaign.

The council wants to close
Foleshill Sports Centre, Liv-
ingstone Road, under plans
to invest €Smillion in new
swimming pools at the AT7
Centre, in Bell Greeir, a mile
away.
But people living in the

area say the closure would
be a huge loss to the commu-
nity arguing the centre has
been used well by genera-
tions of families since the
1930s.
Councillors Philip Town-

shend, Abdul Khan and Mal-
kiat Singh Auluck met with
residents on Friday to dis-
cuss their concerns.
William Bromwich, 46, a

fuli-time carer, said: "We'll
siill carnpaign all the way
through, and even ifthey de-
cide they'll close it we'll stay
here till the bulldozers turn
up.

"The council is pulling this
community apart. It's
wrong."

Mr Bromwich added he be-
lieves community break-
down resulting from the clo-
sure could iead to higher
crime rates. "It will cost more
money for taxpayers to keep
more police on the streets,"
he said. "Keep this open and
the crime rate stays down."

Tony McGreogor, 73, re-
tired, added: "I've been using
the centre since 1954. There's
such a family atmosphere in
here and it's. the most multi-
cultured gym in ihe city."
.Both Mr McGreogor and Mr

Bromwich are opposed to the
plan to invest in the AT7
Centre rather than keep
Foleshill Centre open.

N
o
c{
l--.
N
I
O
t

o
a
LJ])
F

lE!
i:jlj;

i
' iili'

"They're saying it's a mile
away," said Mr. Bromwich.
"But if you iive in Radford
and 5rou've got to get two bus-
es, it works out at six iniies
away."
The pair highlighted the

difficulties in access to the
AT7 Centre lor disabled resi-
dents and children.

They have collected a peti-
tion of 7,000 signatures op-
posing the closure. On April
14 they are holding a protest
march from Edgwick Park to
the Council House and are
asking.for people to support
them.
Coun Townshend said a

public consultation is about
to get underway before a fi-
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made in the summer. He
said: "I'm a Foleshill lad, I
was born in Foleshili, so I
understand, but we've got to
make the righl decision in
the community's interest. It's
a difficult decision to make
and we'll listen.very careful-
ly and hopefully we'll make
the right decision," he said.

He added: "We're going to
have to make sure that there
are proper public transport
arrangements in place which
are not iust notional but real,
so,people can access an alter-
native facility.

"If that can't be done, then
ihat will weigh things more
favourably towards the re-
tention of Foleshill Leisure


