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Brixton’s resident magician and card sharp 
Drummond Money-Coutts on the supernatural and 

finding your Zen in the city
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The talented illusionist has his own 
show on the National Geographic 
channel, Beyond Magic with DMC

As the saying goes, ‘blowing up overnight takes 
at least three years’ and this is something that 
British magician and card sharp extraordinaire,    
Drummond Money-Coutts – nicknamed DMC, 

and also the heir apparent to the Latymer Barony – knows 
all too well. ‘Anyone close to me knows how long it has 
taken and what it has involved to get to where I am now,’ 
he reflects. ‘Many baby steps have built up to bring me to 
this point.’

Dubbed as a major new figure on the global magic 
scene, with his praises sung by the likes of Her Majesty 
The Queen and having just partnered with the world’s 
largest card manufacturer, Cartamundi, it’s surprising 
that Money-Coutts even finds the time to relax. Yet, he 
stresses that relaxation and ‘Zen time’ is important to 
keep the flow of everyday life in check. ‘I actually 
started having facials to relax recently,’ he smiles. ‘It 
becomes a necessity once you reach 30. I just love 
having that hour of Zen time.’

Speaking of tranquil outdoor spaces in London, he 
adds: ‘I love Green Park, I go there and I sit and read. 
It’s extraordinary to experience somewhere outside that 
is so quiet and calm in the middle of the city. Brixton 

also has Brockwell Park where I 
run and it’s so peaceful, yet you 
wouldn’t expect it to be as it’s so 
close to the hustle and bustle of 
everything going on.’

A new resident of Brixton, 
having recently bought a property 
there that he is busy renovating, 

Money-Coutts is fascinated by the area, describing the 
regeneration as ‘a stylistic renaissance with a very fresh 
and current energy’. Discovering Brixton’s cool new 
offerings, such as Pop Brixton, leaves the world 
renowned magician more and more in awe of the up and 
coming district. ‘I have been very lucky to experience 
many places all over the world, but nowhere has quite 
the same open and energetic appetite for magic as here,’ 
he says. ‘There is a great history of magic in London.  
It is one of the greatest cities in the world, with such a 
cultural blend.’

The concept of magic has existed for centuries as far 
as human history is concerned; Money-Coutts refers to 
the series of witch burnings that occurred all over 
Europe more than 200 years ago as a case in point. 
‘People ask about my definition of magic and if it 
exists,’ he considers. ‘The magic that I know for sure 
exists is woven into the world around us and the earth’s 
history. Real magic is much closer to nature and life 
than human superpowers and magical feats.’

The Brixton resident regards childbirth as one of the 
most powerful forms of magic. ‘We have become very 

The magic I know for 
sure exists is woven into 
the world around us and 

the earth’s history
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immune and desensitised 
to just how magical the 
creation of a child is. We 
can’t even fathom the 
enormity of it; science 
isn’t even close to 

recreating that yet,’ he explains. 
For Money-Coutts, magic is simply suspended 

realism. It is up to the audience to relax and take it 
in. Thinking back to his childhood, Money-Coutts 
says: ‘I always had this need to distinguish between 
the unremarkable and the magical. I have learnt to 
see magic in everyday things, like looking at 
nature’s majestic creatures and how the universe has 
carried us to this very moment.’ He name-checks the 
Imperial War, the V&A and the Natural History 
Museums as places he feels showcase life’s real 
magic in commanding and colossal forms. The 
jewellery section of the V&A is a particular 
favourite of his because of the ‘mystical, dark and 
sparkly’ nature of everything on show. ‘These pieces 

were created thousands of years ago, yet here they 
are, intricate, gleaming and polished.’

He feels that most people make the mistake of 
constantly searching for something that is other 
worldly. ‘There is this desperate search and lust 
within humans for evidence of magic,’ he explains. 
‘But if one just reflects on the elements of life, those 
things that are so close to us like birth and death, 
there is a profound mystery in those things.’

‘Belief in things outside of the human realm has 
given us great comfort, for a long time,’ he 
continues. ‘It has allowed us to explain away good 
things and bad things, and in that sense it has 
become a spiritual life raft. Even with the explosion 
of technology and scientific advancement, we still 
can’t let something that has been so pertinent to 
human existence go.’

Money-Coutts admits that there is a huge amount 
of deception within the magic industry. He gives the 
tarot deck as an example, which has come to be 
associated with Egypt and the esoteric, but in fact 
originates from Italy as an ordinary card game. He 
lists palm readers as another example, pointing out 
that many often use a range of generic tricks to infer 
personal information.

He leaves me on a reflective note, saying: ‘I have 
always remembered this quote, which I think is 
from the beginning of a Robert Harris novel. It 
reads: “We often look with condescension upon 
previous civilisations, as if they paved the way for 
us, but what if we are simply an after glow of 
them?”’ Perhaps the pinnacle of magic was reached 
many empires and dynasties ago, and we are simply 
left with stardust like ashes of what once ruled.  
But with Money-Coutts in town, I’d wager that 
magic is in for a reawakening. 

Keep up with Drummond Money-Coutts at dmcmagic.com

He recently discovered Pop 
Brixton, which has become a 
new favourite spot of his

Money-Coutts 
travels the world 
in search of new 

magic forms
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Wowing and 
perplexing a crowd 
with his tricks


