
96    JetWings    July 2016

S o u t h e r n

T
he huge fiery sun tames to a 
crimson glow and sinks as the 
curtain falls for the day, leaving 
bystanders awestruck. For one 
last time the Chinese fishing nets 
are hoisted into the sea at dusk. 

The regular bustle of foreigners around Fort 
Kochi and Mattancherry continues through the 
daily humdrum. This is Kochi like on any other 
day, offering its visitors Dutch, English and 
Portuguese culture interspersed with arts from 
the state—a must-visit for anybody travelling to 
this tropical region on the Malabar Coast. 

But close to Kochi are lesser-known hidden 
spots which receive fewer footfalls ensuring the 
serenity and beauty of the place is intact.

TExT & PhoTograPhs 
Rathina SankaRi

Offbeat

Take the road less travelled and go beyond the touristy city of Kochi 
in Kerala to explore some fascinating locations.

above: A Malabar gliding frog sits on a floating leaf.
Right: The Thattekkad Bird sanctuary has a rich and  
varied birdlife.
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ThaTTekad—FlighTs oF FanCy

WhErE: around 64 km from Kochi.

Thattekad is a paradise for the birding 
aficionados in an evergreen forest with 
dense canopies of long eeta reeds, teak, 
mahogany and bamboo. The ‘birdman of 
india’, Dr salim ali, accidentally stumbled 
upon Thattekad in 1933, when he was 
conducting a survey on the orders of 
the then Maharaja of Travancore. The 
expedition led to the discovery of 164 
species of birds in this forest. The sanctuary, 
a compact area of 25 sq km, is a habitat to 
55 species of indigenous fish, 23 species 
of amphibians, 42 species of mammals, 
322 species of birds, 32 species of snakes 
and a wide variety of other reptiles! The 
Ceylon Frogmouth, a nightjar, finds a special 
mention as its numbers have gone up after 
careful conservation of the habitat. one 
can spend a week walking in Thattekad 
Bird sanctuary; listening to bird calls and 
watching the winged beauties take flight. 
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Offbeat

VellaramkuThu—  
harMony in ThE ForEsT

WhErE: about 88 km from Kochi.

Vellaramkuthu is a village populated by 
the Muduvan (also known as Muthuvan), 
Malai arayan and Ulladan indigenous 
tribes. a clean and beautiful village with 
ample greenery, gurgling streams and 
thatched huts made of eeta (bamboo reed), 
Vellaramkuthu is picture-perfect. The 
houses are clean and cleverly partitioned 
for the different daily activities. The tribals 
practice sustainable living, ensuring they 
do not harm the forest. Vana Durga is 
the primary deity who is revered on every 
festive occasion. a walk around the village 
and you will find ladies in a sari tied across 
their shoulder making eeta mats and 
carrying the finished product to the market. 
some are seen working in the fields that 
produce banana, rice, yam, cocoa, rubber, 
tapioca and pineapple. They also collect 
honey, herbs and flowers from the forest. 
The tribals speak a language which has 
strains of Tamil and Malayalam. Marriage is 
a peculiar affair here—the girl hides in the 
forest and is searched by the groom and his 
accomplices (close friends and relatives). 
once she is found, one end of her sari is 
tied to the cloth hung on his shoulders and 
they are pronounced man and wife.

Clockwise from top: a 
woman of the Muduvan 
tribe wearing the 
traditional sari; Cocoa 
plantations flourish in 
these rainforests; Purling 
water of the streams add to 
the picturesque image of 
Vellaramkuthu.
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Offbeat

kalady—a DaTE WiTh hisTory

WhErE: about 45 km from Kochi.

a visit to Kalady, situated on the banks of 
river Periyar, is said to purify man’s thoughts, 
deeds and words. such is the divine power 
of the birthplace of adi shankaracharya, an 
indian philosopher and theologian. legend 
states that river Periyar changed its course 
when shankaracharya prayed to lord Krishna 
after his mother fainted from the long walk to 
her daily bath at the river. lord Krishna is said 
to have blessed shankaracharya by having the 
river flow from under his feet, giving it the 
name Kalady, which means ‘under the feet’. it 
is said that until the early twentieth century 
the birthplace of shankaracharya was 
unknown. it was in 1910 that Kalady 
was located and temples for goddess 
sharadamba and shankaracharya were 
built. another popular tale is that 
shankaracharya was keen to resort to 
sanyasa early in his life. But his mother 
aryamba didn’t agree to his wishes. 
one day while bathing in the river, a 
crocodile caught hold of his leg. he 
cried out to his mother that if she 
allowed him to take up sanyasa, the crocodile 
would leave him, thus compelling her to agree 
to his wish. The Mudala Kadavu or Crocodile 
ghat is located within the temple premises. 
a short stop at adi shankara Keerti stamba 
Mandapam in Kalady gives you an insight into 
shankaracharya's life.

above: adi 
shankaracharya stucco 
figures at the temple.
Below: The Mudala 
Kadavu (Crocodile 
ghat) by river Periyar 
has numerous stories 
associated to it.
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Offbeat

gETTing ThErE

Jet airways operates daily flights 
from Mumbai and Bengaluru to 
Kochi. 

aCCoMMoDaTion

While small, budget hotels 
are available in some of these 
destinations, your best bet when it 
comes to hotels are the multiple and 
varied options in Kochi which is a 
short distance away.

For MorE inForMaTion
log on to www.keralatourism.org

 QUiCK FaCTs

old BhooThaThankeTTu—WhErE FanTasy MEETs 
rEaliTy

WhErE: about 60 km from Kochi.

a walk through the forest near Pindimana, about 60 km from 
Kochi, would lead you to old Bhoothathankettu. The fable 
is that the demons wanted to submerge the shiva Temple at 
Thrikkariyoor. They hurled huge boulders into river Periyar 
to build a dam-like structure, thus flooding the area. Thus, 
lord shiva took the form of a rooster and started to crow. The 
demons mistook it as a signal for the approaching dawn and 
fled leaving their work unfinished. This tale is attributed to 
the two floods that resulted in boulders being entrenched at 
Bhoothathankettu. This place is close to Thattekad and is a 
perfect spot for outdoor activities, especially boating. 

There are numerous such fascinating destinations around Kochi 
which do not feature in the regular tourist books. such is the 
beauty of the Queen of arabian sea—there is so much more to 
this region than what meets the eye—that lures an intrepid to 
stay for long in its bosom. go ahead and  
explore it! 

Built over river 
Periyar, the 
unfinished Old 
Bhoothathankettu 
Dam stands a 
testimony of  
the legend.


