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Aaron Hall, of 
Borrego Solar, took 
his college plan 
and turned it into a 
successful business. 
He discusses his 
company’s past and 
solar energy’s future 
in a Q&A.
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Orange Is New Green:
Alternative Arrives 
For Pharmacy Bottles
MEDICINE: Company Targets
Big Market With New Container
■ By  BRITTANY MEILING

Each year, the medical industry dispenses 
billions of prescriptions, most of them in those 
ubiquitous orange plastic bottles, many of 
which fi nd their way into landfi lls.

A San Diego physician who was disturbed 
by the massive accumulation of that medical 
waste, and his role in contributing to the 
problem, came up with a way to minimize its 
impact. 

Driven by the desire to help his patients 
without hurting the environment, Dr. Shantu 
Patel  used his experience as a bioengineer to 
engineer an eco-friendly alternative to the 
traditional plastic pill bottles.

His invention is 99 percent plant-based; its 
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Lauree Sahba, 
of the San Diego 
Regional Economic 
Development Corp., 
says regional officials 
are working to create 
more tech-oriented 
jobs to keep college 
graduates here.
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GA Handles a
Tall Order for
Fusion Experiment
ENERGY: Huge Electromagnet
To Play Key Role in Program
■ By  BRAD GRAVES

In the world of specialty manufacturing, 
this is about as specialized as you get.

In Poway, a short distance from a business 
that produces gym equipment, General Atom-
ics  is putting together a 60-foot-tall electro-
magnet that will be the center of the world’s 
most advanced nuclear reactor, called ITER.
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Builders, Regulators 
Look to Cooperate on 
Runoff Compliance
BUILDING: Permit Update 
Will Add to the Complexities
■ By  EMMET PIERCE

Although they often have been at odds over 
how to prevent stormwater pollution from 
construction site runoff, local builders and 
the San Diego Regional Water Quality Control 
Board  say they are building a closer working 
relationship.

David Gibson , executive offi cer of the re-
gional board, said the building industry has 
been pushing the board to take a regional 
approach, rather than attempting to stop 
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Blackstone Acquiring
Excel Trust Inc. in
$2 Billion Purchase
REAL ESTATE: Deal
Is All-Cash Transaction,
Should Close In 2015
■ By  LOU HIRSH

Excel Trust Inc. , a San Diego-based real 
estate investment company, has entered into 
an agreement to be acquired by Blackstone 
Property Partners LP  in an all-cash transac-
tion valued at approximately $2 billion, the 
companies announced.

Company offi cials said the deal calls for 
New York-based Blackstone to acquire all 
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ECONOMY: Sea Lion
Waste Wreaks Havoc on
La Jolla Cove Businesses
■ By BRAD GRAVES

The Goldfi sh Point Café  enjoys a unique 
location with foot traffi c that most business-
es would envy: The world-famous La Jolla 
Cove draws in tourists every day. Pushing 
back, however, is a certain odor.

On particular days, aromas from the 
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Danen Butler, CEO of Innovative Bottles Inc., 
with board member Joyce Grosvenor.

main component is polylactic acid. Patel 
founded a company called Innovative Bottles 
Inc. , and patented his blend of bio-based 
resins, calling it InnovPLA.

The eco-friendly material has been used 
to create prescription containers called 
ECOVials, making Innovative Bottles the 
fi rst company to market an alternative 
to plastic for the prescription pharmacy 

coastline can get so bad they give custom-
ers the dry heaves, said business owner 
Claude-Anthony Marengo. 

Marengo, who has owned the café since 
1991 and has frequented La Jolla Cove since 
childhood, said the overpowering, ammoni-
alike smell is a relatively recent occurrence. 
He estimates he has lost 38 percent to 40 
percent of his business because of it.

The smell varies with the wind and 
warmth, said Terry Underwood , general 
manager of the nearby Grande Colonial La 

Stephen Whalen

Sea lions sun on the rocks overlooking La Jolla Cove. Merchants say the mammals’ scat is 
contributing to strong odors that are driving away business. 
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Melissa Jacobs

Construction workers lay the foundation for a new bridge at the Civita mixed-use development in Mission Valley.

Melissa Jacobs

Mark Radelow, vice president and senior project manager of Sudberry Properties Inc., oversees the Civita residential development in Mission 
Valley. Here, he stands above an undeveloped portion that will be home to apartments, retail, and parks.

stormwater pollution by regulating indi-
vidual projects. 

“We recognize and concur with the 
BIA (Building Industry Association) that 
we can’t undo 100 years of development 
one development at a time,” Gibson said. 
“If  we wait to develop every single prop-
erty, we will be at this for a century or so.”

Michael McSweeney, senior public 
policy adviser for the Building Industry 
Association of San Diego, agrees that 
progress is being made.

The board works “with environmental, 
nongovernmental organizations and 
the cities,” he said. “They have all of us 
working together to come up with plans 
that work for everybody. The rules and 
regulations are very complex. They con-
stantly are changing.”

Gibson noted that the board is devel-
oping runoff compliance alternatives for 
the San Diego region. The alternatives 
are “designed to give flexibility, espe-
cially were the BMPs (best management 
practices) are not practical, whether it 
is buying credits or investing in down-
stream treatment,” he said. 

Compliance Options a Local Matter
“It is up to each city and each wa-

tershed to identify those alternative 
compliance options,” he said. “They can 
be a wide range of things. It can be the 
installation of capture devices, capture 
and treatment, or capture and harvest. 
It can be stream restoration. It can be 
one big project or several small projects.”

The regional board is encouraging 
cities to be more flexible and to accept 
new compliance options, McSweeney 
said. “It is a collaborative effort.”

Home builders have much at stake, 
McSweeney said. The cost of controlling 
runoff from home construction sites in 
compliance with permits issued by the 
regional board varies from about $7,000 
to $25,000 per unit. The city and county 
are charged with enforcement.

“The way the penalties work is some 
staff from the regional board will inspect 
the site,” he said. “If they find something 
wrong they fine the city. The city will 
go back to the developer or the prop-
erty owner and try to pass some of that 
on to them, to make sure they do the  
corrections.”

When it comes to preventing storm-
water runoff, there are three permits, 
McSweeney said. The two that affect 
builders directly are the stormwater per-
mit and the construction general permit. 
Light industries are required to have 
their own permits. All three permits are 
enforced by local municipalities.

The regulations surrounding all of the 
permits are very complex, said Wayne 
Rosenbaum, a San Diego attorney who 
has represented developers on stormwa-
ter issues.

Low- and Middle-Income Housing Hit
Preventing runoff “has become very 

expensive,” he said. “It certainly is going 
to impair anybody’s ability to build low- 
and middle-income housing.”

Consultant Lisa Kay, president of Alta 
Environmental, said permits governing 
runoff that are enforced by municipalities 
are updated every five years. What is not 
clear in the San Diego region is how long 
the terms of permit remain in effect once 
work on a project has been started.

There is concern that builders may 
start a project under one set of regula-
tions and be required to adjust to more 
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stringent regulations before the project 
is completed, McSweeney said. “That 
already has happened.”

Kay said the practice of  allowing 
builders to continue under the original 
set of guidelines is called “grandfather-
ing.”

Mark Radelow, vice president and 
senior project manager of Sudberry Prop-
erties Inc., oversees the Civita residential 
development in Mission Valley. He said 
hundreds of thousands of dollars are 
spent each year at Civita to implement 
management practices that prevent silt 
from leaving construction sites and 
reaching storm drains. The Civita com-
munity encompasses 230 acres. 

“We have a lot of building left to do,” 
Radelow said. “We are concerned in fu-
ture phases of this project that if  there 
isn’t grandfathering that the densities 
allowed under our approval may not be 
achievable. We are an urban project. We 
have fairly high densities.”

In San Diego County, the stormwater 
system often channels excess water into 
canyons, McSweeney said.

“Every piece of trash and garbage gets 

into a canyon and eventually gets into 
streams and rivers,” McSweeney said. 
“Those empty into the ocean and San 
Diego Bay. All the different things we do 
on site (to prevent runoff) are called best 
management practices.” 

The regional board has begun working 
more closely with the people it regulates 
to make runoff regulations more reason-
able and achievable, said McSweeney.

Early Warning for Businesses
Kay said that when new stormwater 

retention regulations are implemented, 
it can create confusion among builders 
and developers. An example is the gen-
eral industrial stormwater permit, which 
will be updated on July 1 of this year. 
Kay said the permit, which has not been 
updated for about 15 years, will affect 
some 130,000 businesses statewide. 

“A lot of businesses do not realize they 
will be subject to this permit,” Kay said. 
“The state is trying to get the word out.” 

This permit will affect businesses with 
trucks that deliver materials or products 
to construction sites, said McSweeney. 
The businesses it delivers to also will be 

affected.
Kay said affected businesses may not 

need to do anything different if  they can 
demonstrate their operations have no 
industrial runoff. However, if  they do 
conduct industrial activities that may 
result in runoff, they may be required to 
conduct water sampling and report the 
results to the state online.

“The permit requirements are really 
quite complicated,” she said.

Here Come the Lawsuit Threats
Kay said there also is concern that 

businesses that fail to comply will be 
sued by individuals under terms of the 
federal Clean Water Act, even though 
they may not be aware of more stringent 
requirements. 

“There are attorneys who specialize in 
that,” she said. “A lot of them never go to 
court. Someone just settles up.”

Gibson said he is optimistic the region-
al board and the building community can 
reach solutions to remaining problems. 
While there may continue to be disagree-
ments, “we are definitely rowing in the 
same direction,” he said.


