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Eurostar takes big leap forward with its 
new e320 high-speed trains 
LONDON — Eurostar trains have pro-
vided comfortable travel between Eu-
ropean cities for the last 20 years. Last 
year they took a gigantic leap forward, 
upping their speed with the launch of 
the ‘e320’ series.    

These high-speed trains whiz 
through the Channel tunnel at 
320km/h – enabling clients to travel 
from London to Paris in just over two 
hours, and under two hours between 
London and Brussels. 

The ‘e320’ fleet cushions passengers 
from the stress and expense of check-
in lines, transfer fees, crowding and 
cancellations associated with air travel. 
Passengers travel more economically 
and with less stress, as we found out 
on a recent Rail Europe press trip to 
Brussels, Paris and London.  

my), Standard Premier (comfort) and 
Business Premier (inspired by airlines’ 
business class). Each allows the travel-
ler two pieces of luggage and a small 
carry-on with no weight restrictions. 
Rail Europe, a strategic partner of Eu-
rostar, allows travellers to extend their 
journey to other destinations. 

These sleek new trains provide cli-
ents with everything they need for 
a smooth, efficien journey through 
Europe. The seats are ergonomically 
designed and recline and offer USB 
ports, power outlets, free WiFi, on-
board entertainment and individual 
reading lights.

The Standard and Standard Pre-
miere ticket holders require check-
in just 30 minutes before boarding. 
There’s a sleek bar-buffet on board 
where you can purchase hot or cold 
snacks and drinks, including beer, wine 
and spirits.  Standard Premiere ticket 
holders are delivered a light meal with 
hot or cold drinks to their seat.

Business Premier, the swanky way 
to travel, has a pre-boarding check-in 
time of 10 minutes. Exclusive business 
lounges cater to travellers’ needs with 
cocktails, TVs, magazines, gourmet 
food and dedicated coaches with spa-

cious seats, with all the upgraded con-
veniences mentioned above.  

One of the highlights of booking 
Business Premiere is the three-course 
gourmet meal served with matching 
wines – excellently crafted by Miche-
lin-starred chef Raymond Blanc and de-
livered to your seat. The menu changes 
on a weekly basis ensuring travellers 
have the option of new meals on just 
about every trip.  

Eurostar service to Brussels and Par-
is is accessed via departure lounges in 
London’s beautiful and historic St Pan-
cras Station. 

Built in 1868, London’s St Pancras 
is a remarkable Victorian station, 
which underwent massive renovations  
completed in 2007, making it a mod-
ern world-class terminal for Eurostar 
as well as domestic trains servicing 
the rest of Britain. The station is quick-
ly becoming a destination in itself;  
it’s home to Europe’s longest cham-
pagne bar, a great selection of retailers 
– independents, boutiques, well known 
High Street shops – and a healthy  
collection of eateries. St Pancras is 
easily accessed from local hotels  
and the airport plus six tube lines  
and the Thameslink. 

St Pancras station in 
London, a destination 
in itself, vies for the 
traveller’s attention with 
eateries, cocktail bars, 
shopping and hotels.

The new generation of Eurostar 
trains were built by Siemens Germany 
and designed by the Italian design firm
of Pininfarina. At a meeting in Euro-
star’s Brussels Business Lounge, Alfre-
do Palma, Pininfarina’s lead designer, 
stated trains need a longer lifespan 
than cars, so design must plan for the 
longevity without sacrificing ‘Elegance, 
Purity and Innovation’: Pininifarina’s 
design mantra.  

Pininfarina, aside from high-speed 
trains and buses, is a well-known de-
signer of top-of-the-line cars like Fer-
rari, Alfa Romeo, Lancia and Maserati.   

Eurostar’s increased capacity, now 
close to 900 seats, is more than two 
Boeing 747s; and the trains offer three 
choices of service: Standard (econo-
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Not to be overlooked is the St Pan-
cras Renaissance Hotel (circa 1873), 
where they serve a wonderful after-
noon tea. This romantic building with 
Gothic Revival metalwork, gold leaf 
ceilings and a jaw-dropping grand 
staircase is a popular spot for destina-
tion weddings.  Travellers can also vis-
it the stunning British Library housed 
next door with exhibits and rare books. 

Another incentive for booking tickets 
with Eurostar is the offer of two-for-
one entry into some of Europe’s finest
museums and galleries.

In Brussels, these include The Cen-
tre for Fine Arts, Musical Instruments 
Museum and the Royal Museum  
of Fine Arts. In London, there’s The 
Wallace Collection and The Tate Mod-
ern. And in Paris, The Galerie Na-
tional Jeu de Paume and Les Caves  
des Louvres. In addition to the Eu-
ropean rail product line, Rail Europe 
also offers many satellite products 
such as the Brussels Card, the Oys-
ter card, or the Paris Viste and Paris  
Museum passes. For a full list of part-

Travellers heading to Europe this 
summer can save big with Rail Eu-
rope, the largest distributor of Euro-
pean rail products worldwide. 

Customers can enjoy a variety 
of discounts, from a sale on Eurail 
Passes and city passes in Europe’s 
top cities, to deals on international 
high-speed trains. Included among 
those is a sale with up to 70% off to 
celebrate the 20th anniversary of the 
Thalys train, whose most popular 
route connects Paris and Amster-
dam. The full list of offers includes

l $50 off the booking of a city pass 
or tour with a 1st Class Eurail Global 
or Eurail Select Pass

l Up to 70% off 1st Class Thalys 
Tickets

l Up to 55% off 1st Class TGV Lyria 
Tickets

Travellers can also take advantage 
of current ongoing sales from Rail 
Europe, including:

l $50 off the booking of a city pass 
or tour with a 1st Class Eurail Global 
or Eurail Select Pass

l $25 CAD off a 1st class France-
Spain High Speed rail ticket with 
coupon code 25FRANCESPAIN (now 
through June 15)

l Up to 30% off Eurostar Standard 
Premier tickets (now through June 22).

Rail Europe deals this summer include 
discounts on train tickets, Eurail passes

ners visit Rail Europe’s website.
The Standard ticket is priced from 

London to Paris starting at US$70 one 
way. A Business Premiere ticket from 

London to Paris starts at $400.
Agents can check out the Travel 

Agent link at raileurope.ca, to link to 
Rail Europe’s travel agent portal. 
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