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S H O P P I N G

Three hidden shops on Paris’s Place Vendôme— 
and three idiosyncratic takes on fine jewelry

LORENZ BÄUMER
A trained engineer who fell in love  
with fine jewelry, Bäumer has gained  
a loyal following that includes  
notables such as Princess Charlene  
of Monaco, who wore the designer’s 
sea-spray-inspired tiara to her  
wedding in 2011. Bäumer creates 
statement pieces that draw on the 
natural world, such as a sun-shaped 
yellow-diamond ring ($245,000)  
and a gold-and-diamond spider 
brooch ($15,100). The designs remain 
exclusive to the understated boutique 
next to the Ritz Paris, where clients 
shop while sipping Bäumer’s favorite 
Japanese whiskeys. 19 Place Vendôme; 
33-1/42-86-99-33. —Elena Berton

MAISON AUCLERT
Marc Auclert’s jewelry is actually  
a collection of antiquities posing as  
bold contemporary baubles. Five years 
ago, Auclert left a career that included 
Chanel Joaillerie and Sotheby’s  
to create one-of-a-kind pieces using 
museum-quality artifacts such  
as Greek coins and Roman cameos. 
Current standouts include a 
Roman-era blue chalcedony intaglio 
set in a white-gold and sapphire ring 
($9,900) and a 5,000-year-old 
Mesopotamian stone bear head fixed 
upon a rhodium brooch and dusted 
with diamonds ($42,000). 10 Rue de 
Castiglione; 33-1/42-61-81-81. 

White-gold and diamond 
ring, $10,500

Diamond and pink-
sapphire ring, $59,700 

DAUPHIN
The scion of a prominent French 
family, Charlotte Dauphin de La 
Rochefoucauld is the newest entry 
among the fine-jewelry stalwarts of 
Place Vendôme. Best sellers include 
her white-gold parallel-bar rings 
covered in delicate pavé diamonds 
($13,090), the structured gold cuffs 
(from $9,000), and anything in her 
signature (and mysteriously created) 
blue gold. Stateside, Dauphin’s pieces 
are available only at New York City’s 
Dover Street Market, but Americans 
in the know regularly scour the website 
of Paris’s Colette. By appointment only; 
16 Place Vendôme; 33-1/42-36-51-48.

Ring Bearers

Second-century a.d. 
smoky-quartz and  

yellow-diamond ring, 
$7,500
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ERThe Pursuit of Happiness.

1200 16th Street NW Washington D.C. 20036 ~ 202.448.2300 ~ JeffersonDC.com

All men are created equal.  
All hotels are not.

 For a full guide to jewelry shopping in Paris, visit departures.com/parisianjewels


