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 Sclerotinia stem rot, likewise, 
has not significantly affected faba 
bean crops yet, but Risula says the 
potential is there. 
 In some cases, a small amount of 
disease in faba bean is not necessarily 
a bad thing. “If disease hits at the 
end of the growing season, and it 
does not affect the yield of the crop, 
it could actually be a benefit because 
the disease may speed up maturity in 
the crop,” Risula says. 
 Most fungicide applications are 
recommended for early-to- mid-
flowering in faba bean crops. If 
disease occurs late in the season, 
Risula says growers need to ask 
themselves whether the crop is worth 
protecting.
 “If the cost of the spray overrides 
the value of the crop you are trying 
to protect, it is not worth spraying,” 
Risula says. 

Western Canada is catching on 
to the benefits of growing faba 

beans. With expanding markets in 
Egypt, China, the Middle East, and North 
African countries, and an increasing 
interest from the growing protein 
market, demand for the bean continues 
to build. 
 Add to that the crop’s preference 
for wet conditions that have plagued 
fields in Western Canada in recent 
years, and tolerance to spring 
frost, and it is no wonder industry 
sources predict farmers in Alberta, 
Saskatchewan, and Manitoba could 
plant over 100,000 acres of the crop 
in 2015. 
 There are still a number of 
diseases and pests that could present 
challenges to the crop. By knowing 
what to scout for, and when to 
address emerging problems, there 
could be a promising future for faba 
beans in the years to come.

 “Crop diseases such as Aphanomyces 
have been particularly prevalent in 
Saskatchewan because of all the wet 
years we have had. It has affected a 
number of crops, mostly pea, but faba 
bean is more resistant,” says Dale 
Risula, Provincial Specialist – Special 
Crops with the Saskatchewan Ministry 
of Agriculture. 

Disease on the radar
Risula says some challenges that 
faba beans could face are not 
necessarily issues at present, but 
they are still worth monitoring. For 
example, chocolate spot is a disease 
identifiable by the chocolate brown 
spots that initially give the plant a 
peppered appearance. The disease is 
being closely monitored across the 
prairies as acres increase. To date 
infection levels have been fairly low 
except for a few localized incidents. 
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 One insect of major concern 
is the lygus bug. Lygus damage 
appears in the form of a black spot 
on the seed itself, which cannot be 
separated out. With Canadian seed 
standards allowing for only one to 
two per cent lygus damage, growers 
will have problems with the quality 
and marketability of damaged faba 
beans in the food market. 
 Faba beans are also vulnerable 
to the pea leaf weevil. Adult weevils 
chew on leaves, while their larvae in 
the soil eat at plant nodules. Seed 
treatment is an important tool to 
combat pests in the next growing 
season, particularly when used with 
crop rotations.
 Risula notes faba beans are also 
susceptible to aphids, which usually 
travel on wind currents from the 

United States later in the growing 
season. “If it is late in the season then 
aphids are probably not an issue,” 
Risula says. “But if it is early and the 
plants are quite succulent, and have 
a long way to go until maturity, it is 
probably worthwhile spraying them.”
 Other pests are on the radar, 
but researchers are still working on 
the best approach to deal with them. 
For example, blister beetles can be 
a problem, but they are sporadic in 
nature, and there is no good way to 
manage them just yet. 
 “Similarly, leaf-hoppers can be a 
concern as they can carry the aster 
yellow virus,” Risula says. “There is 

no easy way to deal with them, and 
thresholds on faba beans are not yet 
established.” 
 As interest continues to grow 
in faba beans, Saskatchewan Pulse 
Growers and the Saskatchewan 
Ministry of Agriculture offer 
many extension resources and 
presentations on the topic. To learn 
more, visit agriculture.gov.sk.ca, and 
saskpulse.com.

Industry sources predict farmers in Alberta, 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba could plant over 100,000 
acres of faba beans in 2015.
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