
By JOHN SEEWER
Associated Press

TOLEDO, Ohio — The
toxins that contaminated
the drinking water supply of
400,000 people in north-
west Ohio didn’t just sud-
denly appear. 

Water plant operators
along western Lake Erie
have long been worried
about this very scenario as
a growing number of algae
blooms have turned the
water into a pea soup color
in recent summers, leaving
behind toxins that can sick-
en people and kill pets. 

In fact, the problems on
the shallowest of the five
Great Lakes brought on by
farm runoff and sludge from
sewage treatment plants
have been building for more
than a decade.

While residents around

Ohio’s fourth-largest city
were being told to avoid
drinking tap water for a sec-
ond day, discussion began
to center around how to
stop the pollutants fouling
the lake that supplies drink-
ing water for 11 million peo-
ple.

“People are finally wak-
ing up to the fact that this is
not acceptable,” Toledo
Mayor D. Michael Collins
said Sunday.

Toledo officials warned
residents not to use city
water early Saturday after
tests at one treatment plant
showed readings for micro-
cystin above the standard
for consumption, most like-
ly because of the algae. 

Drinking the water could
cause vomiting, cramps and
rashes. Health officials
advised children and those
with weak immune systems

to avoid showering or
bathing in the water. 

Worried residents told
not to drink, brush their
teeth or wash dishes with
the water descended on
truckloads of bottled water
delivered from across the
state as the governor
declared a state of emer-
gency. The Ohio National
Guard was using water
purification systems to pro-
duce drinkable water. 

Oliver Arnold, of Toledo,
loaded up on bottled water
Sunday so that he could
give baths to his six chil-
dren, including 4-month-
old twins. “We’re going
through a lot. I know by
tomorrow, we’re going to be
looking for water again,” he
said.

Some hospitals canceled
elective surgeries and were
sending surgical equipment
that needed sterilized to
facilities outside the water
emergency, said Bryan
Biggie, disaster coordinator
for ProMedica hospitals in

Toledo. 
In southeastern

Michigan, authorities were
operating water stations for

the 30,000 customers who
were affected by the warn-
ing. 

The National Oceanic

and Atmospheric

Administration released a
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1st and 2nd shift positions available with 
competitive pay and excellent benefits.

Aug. 7 1pm-6pm Island Resort Casino
Aug. 11 1pm-6pm Anchor Coupling, 5520 13th St. Menominee
Aug. 14 1pm-6pm MSU Extension Office, S904 US 41, Stephenson

Apply online beginning Aug. 7
www.caterpillar.com/careers
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Debbie Davis, Marinette, enjoys the Marinette Area Recreational Skatepark
Thursday in Marinette. (Color reprints: www.ehextra.com)

■ Contractor injured
while loading
equipment at Tyco
By ALISA FOX
EagleHerald staff writer
afox@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE — A Stephenson
area man, who died Friday after a
work incident at Tyco in

Marinette, has been identified as
Scott Eckert, 49.

Eckert was injured while load-
ing equipment onto a flatbed trail-
er at Tyco in Marinette. He was an
employee of Plutchak Cranes and
Fabricating in Menominee.

A 911 call was received at
1:55 p.m. Friday and Eckert
was brought to Bay Area
Medical Center by the Rescue
Squad. He died at the hospital
from his injuries at 4:26 the

same day.
“We are deeply saddened by

this incident and our thoughts
and prayers are with his family,”
a press release from Tyco said.

According to Marinette County
Coroner George Smith, an autop-
sy was performed Saturday at St.
Vincent Hospital in Green Bay.
Smith said he has ruled the death
as accidental. He is still waiting for
toxicology results.

Eckert died from trauma

resulting from several internal
injuries to his chest which were
an effect of being crushed, accord-
ing to Smith.

He added that the incident will
likely lead to an OSHA
(Occupational Safety and Health
Administration) investigation,
however he still needs more infor-
mation about the incident and
photos of the site to make a full
report. 

Smith said he plans to meet

with the lead investigator today
and look into the equipment
being used at the time of the
incident leading to Eckert’s
injuries.

The Marinette Police
Department is leading the investi-
gation into the incident.

Anderson Diehm Funeral
Home, Stephenson, is in charge of
funeral arrangements. Eckert’s
obituary appears on A5 in today’s
EagleHerald.

Area man dies in work accident

The Associated Press

A sample glass of Lake Erie water is photographed near the City of Toledo water intake
crib Sunday in Lake Erie, about 2.5 miles off the shore of Curtice, Ohio. More tests are
needed to ensure that toxins are out of Toledo’s water supply, the mayor said Sunday,
instructing the 400,000 people in the region to avoid drinking tap water for a second day. 

Woman with
handicap finds
way to interact

with skaters
By ALISA FOX
EagleHerald staff writer
afox@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE — As the saying goes,
“girls just want to have fun,” and
that’s what Marinette resident Debbie
Davis wants, too.

Davis was diagnosed with cerebral
palsy as a young girl and now needs
the help of a power chair to get
around. She is also legally blind, but
he doesn’t let that keep her away from
the Marinette Area Recreational
Skatepark.

“I know that sometimes people
laugh at me,” she said while demon-
strating how she gets the skateboard
to do tricks. “You know what, I don’t
care. I’m here to have fun.” 

In 2012, Davis decided she had
enough of watching skateboarders
perform tricks on the television. She
said she wanted to see “the real
McCoy.”

“I came here (to the skate park) and
I was just watching them,” Davis said.
“It was real cool to see them zipping
around — better than TV.”

Soon, she devised a way to lead a
skateboard on a leash around the
park and she started working on
tricks, including one she calls “the vic-
tory,” which includes a retractable
leash so she can recall the board back
to her.

Davis didn’t stop with learning
tricks, she also learned many of the
terms for the equipment in the skate
park, the different parts of the skate
board and several tricks that she sees
people attempting at the park.

She added that she hopes the chil-
dren and young adults who see her
and interact with her at the park have
learned how to act around handi-
capped people.

“When I started coming here, they

Boarding outside the box

Seeing green
Lake Erie’s algae woes began

building a decade ago

By ALISA FOX
EagleHerald staff writer
afox@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE — Even
when the first sign of
spring appears, Nancy
Douglas and the rest of the
committee have already
been working on organiz-
ing the annual Waterfront
Festival for many months.

“We are a group that
has worked together for 31
years who care about this
celebration and that it
maintains a level of excel-
lence and we work hard for
that,” Douglas said.

All the fun and games
come at a price, however.
She said the festival’s bud-
get is approximately
$125,000 this year, and it
receives a lot of help from
area businesses, who
donate money and ser-
vices.

“The festival has grown
in its 31 years and prices
have gone up, but we don’t
want to do a lesser festi-
val,” Douglas said. “So,
we’re trying to keep it fund-
ed and keep it going.”

According to Douglas,
at least $20,000 raised for
the festival is a direct
result of business’ generos-
ity, and other organiza-
tions have pitched in in
other ways.

She credits fireworks
captain Don Bourgeois and
his crew of about 17 other
local men for fascinating
crowds with the annual
fireworks show. Two
women from Stephenson
National Bank, Angie
Uecke and Laura Rowe,
are responsible for creating
the festival’s brochure,

along with organizing the
wristband and ticket sales.
Plutchak Cranes and
Fabricating are offering
barge services. On top of
that, close to 300 volun-
teers come together to
make the festival a yearly
success.

“This is good for our
economy,” Douglas said.
“... Forgotten Fire has said
this is their busiest week of
the year.”

She added that while
the festival may not be
much of a tourist attrac-
tion, people with families
in the area and those who
have grown up in
Menominee often schedule
to visit during the
Waterfront Festival, flood-
ing area hotels with rev-
enue and filling seats in
local restaurants. 

“We really see this festi-
val as a giant homecoming
block party,” Douglas said.
“We know people choose to
get married on this week-
end and they choose to
have family reunions on
this weekend. We’re
delighted to know we bring
them back. It’s a busy,
busy weekend in town.”

Area police and fire
departments as well as the
Menominee Department of
Public Works also con-
tribute to the festival’s suc-
cess by keeping things
running evenly and dealing
with problems as they
arise.

The 31st Annual
Waterfront Festival will

It’s Waterfront
Festival time!
■ Planning, people, are key
to annual event’s success

A schedule of festival
events is listed on A3

See GREEN, A3

See DAVIS, A3 See WATERFRONT, A3


