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Good morning,
Nina Strokos!

Thank you for subscribing
to the EagleHerald

TODAY: Partly sunny. SE wind
10-15 mph.

HIGH: 50  LOW: 40
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Vanessa Smith decorates cupcakes Friday at the Night Owl Bakery in Marinette.
Goodies from Night Owl will be among the food featured at this year’s DAR Boys & Girls
Club Taste of Marinette and Menominee Counties. It will be held at Riverside Golf Club
April 24 from 6 to 9 p.m. (Color reprints: www.ehextra.com)

By TIM GREENWOOD
EagleHerald staff writer
tgreenwood@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE — The
Marinette County Drug Court
could be in operation by this
August, the judge who will
preside over it told fellow
members of the Criminal
Justice Coordinating
Committee on Friday.

“Our goal
is to try and
get the first
participants
about the
first of
A u g u s t , ”
said Circuit
C o u r t
Branch 2
Judge James

Morrison. “People might say
‘why is it taking so long?’

“We need agreements, we
need manuals. All of this
stuff is available online and
there is a lot of  information.
All of it has to be tailored to
what we want to do.”

“Everybody tells us this
takes a year (from planning)
to seeing the first person. So
we’re right on track as far as
that goes.”

The county was awarded
a $124,502 grant from the
state earlier this year to
fund Drug Court and
Treatment Alternative
Diversion (TAD) programs to
help fight the escalating
heroin and opiate problems

By MIKE DESOTELL
EagleHerald staff writer
mdesotell@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE — The DAR Boys and Girls Club is gear-
ing up for what it hopes is another record-breaking year for
its Taste of Marinette and Menominee Counties event. This
is the 12th year for the fine food and beverage sampling
and it will take place Thursday from 6-9 p.m. at Riverside
Golf Club. 

“Last year, we raised a little over $45,000,” said Rich
Crevier, DAR executive director/CPO. “It’s very important.
It’s the biggest fundraiser we do as far as a special event.
Without doing that kind of activity there are fewer scholar-
ships to give out to the kids and there are fewer program
dollars to go around to keep our doors open.”

The club currently has 304 registered members, but
has serviced some 1,200 kids so far this year through other
activities and programs. The DAR has been part of
Menominee for generations. It was originally set up to help
keep boys out of trouble and off the streets. Next year will
mark the club’s centennial celebration and plans are
already in the works for special events. Right now, the
focus is on food and fundraising.

“If we didn’t do a tasting event and we had to knock
$45,000 from our budget, we wouldn’t be able to stay open
five days a week,” said Crevier. In order to keep the event
fresh, each year new vendors come in, different menu
items are added and auction items get more enticing.

Among the items on the auction block this year are four
one-week passes to the Porterfield Country Music Festival
with a VIP campsite and four reserved front row seats,
Lloyd Flanders furniture, a date night featuring gift certifi-
cates from all participating vendors, four indoor club seats
to a Green Bay Packers game, NASCAR fantasy weekend
and more.

Guests will be treated to a variety of delicious samples
such as pulled pork sliders, sausage corn chowder, smoky
applewood salmon and meatballs. On the sweeter side
there will be mousse puffs, truffles, cheesecake and more.
As for beverages, the menu includes an assortment of
wines, beers and even a heath rum.

In addition to the auction and eating, there will also be
raffles and live entertainment. Ticket are $30 per person
and can be purchased at the DAR, Angeli Foods and
Schloegel’s restaurant.

By ALISA FOX
EagleHerald staff writer
afox@eagleherald.com

PESHTIGO — For local
communities who rely on
manufacturing businesses
as much as Marinette
County does, the fact that
fewer and fewer students
are looking at manufactur-
ing as a career choice
should be worrisome,
according to Jim
Koronkiewicz, general man-
ager at BPM Inc. in
Peshtigo.

In an attempt to remedy
the future shortage of work-
ers, BPM partnered with the
Peshtigo, Oconto and
Marinette school districts
and GPS Education
Partners to bring a nontra-
ditional learning approach
to select students and also
expose them to manufac-
turing jobs through appren-
ticeships through the BPM
Education Center in
Peshtigo.

“It is not a traditional
classroom setting, they are
part of a business,” said
Julie King-Mann, GPS pro-
gram coordinator. “They are
working for their businesses
when they are at school.
Believe me, they catch on to
that in the beginning and
they begin to see, we all
interact, we’re all reinforc-
ing.”

The BPM Education
Center in Peshtigo is one of

16 education centers oper-
ated by GPS Education
Partners throughout the
state and a total of 200 stu-
dents are currently enrolled
in Wisconsin. The program
has a historical graduation
rate of 90 percent and a his-
torical attendance rate of 95
percent, according to
www.GPSed.org. Of the stu-
dents who complete the pro-
gram, 60 percent continue
work with a partner busi-
ness, 35 percent continue
on to post-secondary educa-
tion and five percent enlist
in the military.

There are currently six
students in the BPM
Education Center — four
from Marinette and two
from Peshtigo. The students
are handpicked by their
school district and are then
put through an interview
process by the participating
businesses. 

“They go through the
interviews and the drug
screenings. They have to
meet the criteria of the busi-
nesses in the community. It
is very important that they
know that up front,” King-
Mann said.

Students who complete
the program are given a
high school diploma from
their school district and a
Youth Apprenticeship
Certificate from the
Wisconsin Department of

Education meets manufacturing
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Student Austin Chaplin works at KS Kolbenschmidt in Marinette April 11 setting up pistons on a pre-washing machine.
His apprenticeship is part of the GPS Education Partners program.  (Color reprints: www.ehextra.com)  

Businesses partner
with schools to train
student apprentices

By ALISA FOX
EagleHerald staff writer
afox@eagleherald.com

PESHTIGO — BPM Inc. General
Manager Jim Koronkiewicz said he
became concerned about the shrink-
ing workforce when the company
joined the NEW Manufacturing
Alliance, a group working to promote
manufacturing in the Northeast
Wisconsin region. 

“In the alliance, we find out that
we’re going to be short of workers in

the not-too-distant future, with the
baby boomers leaving,” he said.
“Currently, we have over 35 percent of
our workforce over 59 (years old).”

The alliance aims to, among other
objectives, create a positive view of
manufacturing careers and promote
workforce development.

In line with those objectives, BPM
created the BPM Education Center in
Peshtigo through a partnership with
the Peshtigo and Marinette school dis-
tricts and GPS Education Partners.
The center gives students a nontradi-

tional alternative to normal teaching
methods and also exposes them to
manufacturing jobs through appren-
ticeships with local businesses. The
students spend two hours a day in a
classroom environment and the
remaining six hours in an apprentice-
ship with various businesses.
Students will rotate to three different
businesses during the 21-month pro-
gram.

“Finding the talent pool that is out
there is becoming more and more dif-

School is in session on the job

Tickle your
taste buds 
DAR fundraising event
pleasing to the palate

Drug
Court

aims for
August
startup

Morrison
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