
The Marinette and
Menominee fire depart-
ments collaborated last
week to train for that sce-
nario — and others — using
Rapid Intervention Teams
(RIT).

“The training entails
going in and searching for a
downed or missing firefight-
er, doing whatever needs to
be done to get him out,” said
Marinette assistant fire
chief Jay Heckel. “It’s just
something we don’t train a
whole lot on.”

According to Mike
Powers, also assistant fire
chief for the Marinette Fire
Department, the
Menominee and Marinette
fire fepartments collaborate
on many projects and fires.

“They’re always helping
us and we’re always there to
help them so its a great
chance for us all to train
together,” he said.

The first day of RIT train-
ing took place at the
Marinette Fire station on
Nov. 12. The training
included ways to help fire-
fighters who became
trapped or injured while
fighting fires.

“Basically RIT training is
about rescuing the res-

cuers. It’s firefighters saving
firefighters when they’re in
trouble,” Powers said.

The second day of train-
ing took place Nov. 13 in the
old Walmart building at the
Pine Tree Mall on Roosevelt
Road. Firefighters in full
gear took turns teaming up
to save one of their own
from various possible sce-
narios.

“We’ve learned some new
things and found some
places we’re a little deficient
in, so this is a good place for
it (training),” Powers said.
“We’re learning a lot and,
actually, everybody’s been
doing really well.”

In one such practice sce-
nario, a firefighter was
trapped in an old storeroom
in a far off corner of the

building. A team of four
made their way across the
main floor, took precautions
to open the doors and
searched for their fallen
comrade. 

“We have also taught
them how to get themselves
out of these situations
whenever possible, so you
know something is wrong
because he can’t get himself
out,” Powers explained.

The entire operation was
completed with blacked out
masks to simulate heavy
smoke and the fallen fire-
fighter’s alarm going off, sig-
naling he needed help. A
second alarm went off as
well, alerting the rescue
team that their partner was
running low on air in his
tank.

“Now, imagine this in
real life with everybody’s
stress and blood pressure
going up and hearts pound-
ing,” Powers said. “This man
is one of them and some-
times, when one of your
own is in danger, people are
willing to do dangerous
things and take risks for
that person. That is why we
do this training, to give
them ways to safely rescue
that person.”
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Gauges on a Marinette fire truck. Top: Marinette firefight-
er Clint Stewart works with trainer engineer Scott Allen,
Green Bay Metro, on Rapid Intervention Training to get pre-
tend unconscious victim and Menominee firefighter Steve
Floriano out of an enclosed area using the ladder first as a
wedge and then as a stretcher Nov. 12 in Marinette. (Color
reprints: www.ehextra.com)

Training through
the smoke

By ALISA FOX
EagleHerald staff writer
afox@eagleherald.com

M ARINETTE — Imagine you and a team of your close colleagues are working
to control a fire, when the unthinkable happens. One of them becomes
trapped. The fire rages, you can’t see through the smoke, but you know he

or she doesn’t have much time left before his or her air runs out. What do you do?

By JAMIE STENGLE
and NOMAAN MERCHANT
Associated Press

DALLAS — It was the
same time, 12:30 p.m.,
Friday, Nov. 22. It was the
same place, downtown
Dallas.

But 50 years later, the
thousands of people who
filled Dealey Plaza weren’t
there to cheer but to
remember in quiet sadness
the young, handsome presi-
dent with whom Dallas will
always be “linked in
tragedy.”

The solemn ceremony
presided over by Mayor
Mike Rawlings was the first
time the city had organized
an official Kennedy anniver-
sary event, issuing 5,000
free tickets and erecting a
stage with video screens.

Somber remembrances
extended from Dallas to the
shores of Cape Cod, with
moments of silence, speech-
es by historians and, above
all, simple reverence for a
time and a leader long gone.

“We watched the night-

marish reality in our front
yard,” Rawlings told the
crowd, which assembled
just steps from the Texas
School Book Depository

50 years
gone

Americans remember
the day JFK died

By MIKE DESOTELL
EagleHerald staff writer
mdesotell@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE — Twin
Cities residents got their
first glimpse of snow Friday
morning, albeit just a dust-
ing. Cold weather is starting
to dig in and while it means
dressing in layers and turn-
ing up the furnace, it’s also
a time when gas station
clerks have to be on height-
ened alert.

Believe it or not, there
are rules motorists are sup-
pose to follow when gassing
up their vehicles. Granted,
most of them are common-
sense things like no smok-
ing while fueling, shutting
your engine off and report-

ing gas spills. 
But the truth is, when

the cold weather comes,
other rules are often broken
and scoffing at those rules
could result in injury or
death.

Brandi Saylor is the
manager of the Grand

Safety first
■ It pays to follow the
rules when pumping gas

The Associated Press

Joseph Poggi, a security
guard at the John F.
Kennedy Presidential
Library and Museum, sits at
the information desk before
the doors open to the public
Friday in Boston. 

See JFK, A3

MENOMINEE — The
Menominee County Sheriff’s
Department reports that the
body of a man found Nov.
15 in Cedarville Township
has been identified as Gerod
F. Prince, 44, of Milwaukee.

Prince’s body was discov-
ered on the first day of gun-
deer season in Michigan by
hunters, who called authori-
ties. The sheriff’s department
was assisted by Department
of Natural Resources conser-
vation officers in removing
the remains.

The sheriff’s department
worked with the Milwaukee
Police Department in deter-
mining that the remains
were Prince’s, who had been

reported in September as a
voluntary/missing person.

The sheriff’s department
reported Friday that there is
no evidence of foul play and
the Menominee County
Medical Examiner’s Office
determined exposure to be
the cause of death.

Prince’s body was han-
dled by Anderson Diehm
Funeral Home and will be
released to his immediate
family in Milwaukee.

The Marinette Police
Department also assisted
the Menominee County
Sheriff’s Department and
the Milwaukee Police
Department in the investi-
gation.

Body identified as
Milwaukee man

““Our No. 1 job
is to attend the
pumps.”

Brandi Saylor
manager of Grand Central
Shell Station, Menominee

See GAS, A3


