
Resources Solutions. The
award was co-sponsored by
the U.S. EPA Green Power
Partnership.

“We want people to learn
about solar energy from a
scientific standpoint,”
Moore said. “This is a great
opportunity for hands-on
learning of the system, the
benefits, the drawbacks,
everything.”

In addition to the educa-
tional prospects, Moore esti-
mated the school will save
about $4,000 in energy
costs a year with the solar-

electric system. He said the
panels will contribute
approximately 10 percent of
the school’s energy and that
they have a 25-year lifespan
on average.

“We will benefit by saving
money and dedicated those
resources to more beneficial
areas,” Walters said. “There
is also the educational
aspect. We’ll use the soft-
ware to track what the
usage is and what changes
there are. We’ll get to see it
all in action.”

According to Walters, the
Coleman School District is
still looking for more ways

to advocate sustainability
and demonstrates its will-
ingness to help the environ-
ment by considering energy
efficient options to their pro-
jects.

“We’re replacing lighting
in the buildings right now,”
he said. “It’s more energy
efficient and we’re also
making sure the students
receive the proper amount
of lighting in their class-
rooms. We just finished
putting in an LED lighting
system in the parking lots
that stays on but gets dim
when there is no activity
and a motion detector

makes them brighter when

a car comes in.”

A dedication for the

solar-electric system is

planned for Oct. 1 at the

school for students and the

public. The SolarWise pro-

gram will also be hosting an

Energy Fair for the students

at the same time.

COLEMAN:
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A scheduled night out each week!
Keep Fit and Active!
Mingle with Friends!

Meet New People!
And Have FUN while doing it all!

Leagues start right after Labor Day

Mon. & Wed. Nights
Tues. at 12:30 p.m.

Whether you want to bowl every week with your friends or just to have a 
night out meeting new people We can do it all!
Stop by the Dome Lanes TODAY and sign up or just give a call at 
715.735.3650.

Watch for youth sign ups in mid 
September!

www.domelanes.com

Sun. & Fri. Nights Tues. at 12;30 p.m.

Individual on Tues. & Thurs. Nights
4-Man Teams on Wed. at 4:25 p.m

Thurs. at 9:00 p.m.
Just to have a good time.

Eligible low-income residential customers of Upper Peninsula 

Telephone Company are encouraged to take advantage of available 

discounts on their telephone bills through the government assistance

program, . The  provides people on 

limited incomes with an $8.00 - $11.25 discount (up to $12.35 for 

customers age 65 or older) on their monthly telephone charges.

Additionally, under the , low income consumers 

living on tribal lands may receive a 50 percent reduction (up to 

$30.00) on the line connection charges (if approved within 60 days 

of initial installation), and are eligible for an additional discount of up 

to $70.00 to cover 100% of the charges between $60.00 and $130.00.

You may qualify for if your household income is at or 

below 150% of the federal poverty level. You may also qualify if you 

participate in one of the following assistance programs: Medicaid, 

Food Stamps, Federal Public Housing Assistance, Supplemental 

Security Income (SSI), Low-Income Home Energy Assistance 

(LIHEAP), National School Lunch Program, Temporary Assistance 

for Needy Families (TANF).

 support allows eligible consumers 

who wish to avoid incurring large long distance fees to choose toll 

blocking at no cost.

A resident of tribal lands qualifies for  and  if he 

or she meets the above criteria, or by participating in one of the 

following programs: Bureau of Indian Affairs General Assistance 

Program, Head Start (income-qualified customer only), or National 

School Lunch Program (free lunch program).

For further information on  and , visit 

www.lifeline.gov.

If you or someone you know may be eligible for this Lifeline-

supported service, please call Upper Peninsula Telephone Company 

for an application. If you are not a customer of Upper Peninsula 

Telephone Company, please contact your local telephone service 

provider for an application.

Regulations established by the Federal Communications Commission 

prohibit any household from receiving more than one Lifeline discount, 

and Lifeline customers will be asked to verify their continued eligibility for 

the program on a regular basis.

Upper Peninsula Telephone Company is an equal opportunity 

employer and provider.

THE INSURANCE WORKS
2515 Roosevelt Rd., Marinette • 715-735-9501

In The Old Ta-Da Clothing Building
(inside Jim’s All Care Auto, across from Shopko)

2515 Roosevelt Rd., Marinette

By ALISA FOX
EagleHerald staff writer
afox@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE — The
Finance and Insurance
Committee approved recom-
mending to the Marinette
City Council adding another
vehicle to Taxi, Inc.’s
Shared Ride Taxi program
during their meeting
Thursday afternoon. 

The program currently
tries to keep at least three
vehicles on the road during
peak times of the day, but,
according to Tom Westlund
owner of Taxi, Inc., the pro-
gram still turns away an
average of 25 people each
day because of unavailabili-
ty.

“We feel bad because its
people that we usually take
at other times,” he said. “I
think that under the pro-
gram we’d be able to service
more people.”

“If you’re saying that
you’re turning away 25 peo-
ple and that you could give
rides to at least three of
those people with another
vehicle, that’s huge,” com-
mittee member Dennis

Colburn said. “It would
practically pay for itself.”

According to Westlund,
the estimated cost to the
city to add a vehicle to the
Shared Ride Taxi program
would be $14,909.78. 

While the committee has
agreed to recommend the
extra vehicle, Westlund
added that there are more
hoops for the program to
jump through.

“There is one little flip
side to this yet,” he said.
“The state has to take and
put their blessing on it, too.
I think if the city decides to
approve this, it will be a lit-
tle easier for the state to
approve it, too.”

If Taxi, Inc. receives the
approvals it needs, the new
vehicle will be put on the
road by January 2014.

In other business: 
■ Finance Director Kathy

Cleven received permission
from the committee to look
for alternative copiers to
rent for office use.

■ The committee decided
to delay acquiring a new PA
system for the city council
chambers until the 2014
budget.

Taxi Inc. looks
to add vehicle
to program 
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Workers chip off old masonry work at the Lloyd House One Monday in Menominee. (Color reprints: www.ehextra.com)
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“Michael does not seem
to be able to keep many
departments from ignoring
the budget,” wrote
Stegeman. “The finance
committee does an excellent
job in cutting all of the
nonessentials Michael
includes in the budget and
CIP (Capital Improvement
Projects). He does (not) keep
the largest departments
(police and fire) within their
budgets nor does he hold
the department heads
accountable.”

Council Member Leon
Felch was critical of
Cramer’s handling of city
workers and protocol.

“I have observed and
pointed out a number of
deficiencies in various
departments in the city. You
and I have discussed some
of those issues and you bla-
tantly told me you had no
intent to address them,”
wrote Felch. “We have peo-
ple using city assets and

time for personal gain, con-
stituting theft, yet you see
no problem with those
cases.”

On the up side, Plemel
pointed to the way Cramer
was able to navigate the city
through the death of City
Clerk/Treasurer Tom
DeNike.

“Michael worked with
department heads, staff and
council to present a bal-
anced budget, and with the
economy as it is, that was
not an easy task,” he said.

The observation was
shared by fellow Council
Member Frank Pohlmann.

“The annual budget
process and the formulation
of the capital plan were
thorough and thoughtful.
Mr. Cramer facilitated well
in the absence of a
clerk/treasurer,” said
Pohlmann. “The adminis-
tration throughout the past
fiscal year was OK, but
could have focused more on
the avoidance of overspend-
ing in some areas.”

Felch had a different
take on Cramer’s handling
of the city’s purse strings.

“In reviewing the budget
process this year it has
become obvious to me that
you (Cramer) do very little to
weed out extravagances
requested by your depart-
ments and that responsibil-
ity rests with the Finance
Committee,” he said.
“Additionally, you do pre-
pare and submit the budget
to the Finance Committee
but the committee has to
expend a substantial
amount of time making
those budgets more reason-
able before being submitted
to the full council for
approval.”

As far as the day-to-day
operation, Pohlmann said
he’d like to see Cramer
bring more cohesiveness to
the departments at city hall,
including conducting mean-
ingful staff meetings and
developing better internal
cooperation and communi-
cation.

The perceptions of
Cramer and how he per-
forms his job depend great-
ly on who you ask. In her
overall analysis, Stegeman
indicated her dissatisfaction
with Cramer’s second year
on the job saying she would
like excuses such as “learn-
ing curve,” “miscommunica-
tion,” “assumption,” and
“staff error” to cease.

“Michael has not imple-
mented one suggestion the
council has recommended,”
she said.

Plemel meanwhile wrote
in his review that Cramer is,
“intelligent, a fast learner
and a hard worker. He also
seems to get a lot of back-
ground information before
suggesting courses of
action. He seems to be
learning the desires and
restrictions that are expect-
ed by the mayor and coun-
cil, and for the most part,
tries to comply with their
wishes.”

CRAMER:

Testimony against
mine proposal

HURLEY, Wis. — Most of
the testimony at a public
hearing is running against a
plan to develop an iron ore
mine in the Penokee Range
of northern Wisconsin.

Gogebic Taconite is ask-
ing the state Department of
Natural Resources for per-
mission to remove 4,000
tons of rock from the site for
testing. The company plans
to use excavation equip-
ment or explosives. 

As of just before 4 p.m.
Thursday, 76 people had
testified at the hearing in
the Hurley High School gym
— and only about a half-
dozen spoke in favor.

Capitol in search
of Christmas tree

MADISON, Wis. (AP) —
Wanted: a balsam fir
between 35 feet and 45 feet
tall to be displayed in the
Wisconsin Capitol rotunda
over the Christmas season.

If possible, it should have
full branches.

And it should be accessi-
ble to the necessary logging
and loading equipment for
removing it from the property.

Oh, and all of the cut-
ting, loading and hauling
expenses need to be donat-
ed to the state of Wisconsin.

The Wisconsin
Department of Administration
staff put out the call for trees
this week. Staff from DOA will
meet with potential donors to
inspect the tree prior to
accepting the donation. 
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