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After Scandi Noir, Hennes and 
Abba, Swedení s latest export of 

note is the new Volvo XC90

W o r d s  C r a i g  T h o M a s
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Y
ou probably know 
the last XC90: it was 
certainly around for long 
enough. Car companies 
usually stick fairly 
rigidly to a product 
lifecycle of around seven 
years for their models 

but, for various reasons, the large SUV 
was around for 13. It remained popular, 
though, being one of Volvoí s best selling 
cars in the UK. 

This secondg eneration XC90 will no 
doubt be even more soughta fter, thanks 
to its mix of minimalist Scandi design, 
high quality materials and practicality. 
This is a school run family taxi and 
weekend getaway car with a large side 
helping of luxury.

Letí s start with its most obvious 
feature: its exterior design. Volvo tested 
the waters with a number of concept 
cars at international motor shows, cars 
that were met with critical acclaim and a 
host of awards. On the XC90, the smooth, 
unfussy surfaces, large glazed areas and 
features such as distinctively stylish LED 

 ● VOLVO XC90
Available now, from £45,750

 RELAXATION is 
also the watchword 

for the XC90í S 
PERFORMANCE on 

the road 

 Ad a p t i v e  C r u i s i n g
¾  Adaptive Cruise Control ensures your car 

keeps the distance to the car in front. It also 
makes driving a lot more relaxing, especially 
in slow moving city traffi  c.

 36 0°  Ca m e ra
¾  Get a birdí s eye view of your car, so you can 

see obstacles at any angle. It makes parking 
and manoeuvring in tight spaces a breeze.

 B l i n d  S p o t  I n fo r m a t i o n
¾  Change lanes knowing you have total 

awareness of the cars around you with 
radar sensors that alert you.

 Pe d es t r i a n  Ai rb a g
¾  The Pedestrian Airbag ñ  a Volvo fi  rst 

technology ñ  automatically releases to 
cover the windscreen and lessen the impact. 
Because a safe car should protect those 
inside and outside the vehicle.

 P ro te c t i n g  C y c l i s ts
¾ If a cyclist swerves in front of your car, 

Volvoí s cyclist detection will warn you with 
a light on your windscreen and brake for you 
if quick action is necessary.

I NNOVAT ION

lights all combine to create what is an 
undoubtedly elegant car ñ  not easy for a 
large SUV.

The cabin follows suit, the soft leathers, 
Scandinavian wood and stainless steel 
accents combining with a real sense 
of craftsmanship to create a relaxed 
ambiance. Plus thereí s all the latest tech, 
including a large iPad like screen in the 
centre console for the navigation, and 
controlling the infotainment functions.

Relaxation is also the watchword for 
the XC90í s performance on the road. 
Supremely comfortable ñ  it will take 
speed humps and potholes in its stride 
ñ and endowed with excellent handling, 
plus a choice of effi  cient petrol or diesel 
engines (with a plug in hybrid due in 
2016), it is a real pleasure to drive.

And it wouldní t be a Volvo without 
arguably the most comprehensive array 
of safety features in any car currently on 
the road.

All of which surely makes the XC90 a 
car for all seasons.
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