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Prince William Symphony Orchestra began it's 28th season on the final day of September with a barrage
f violins, flutes and clarinets.

And although it didn't add directly to their sound – a new executive director.

Introducing Dorothy Elliot.

Elliot's entrance comes as Chris Hite, former director, steps out of the role to dedicate more time to 
p[laying clarinet for the orchestra. Elliot's humbled perspective comes through as she takes on her new 
task.
.
“My main purpose is to promote the symphony, not myself,” she said. Elliot, an Occoquan resident for 
the past 11 years, runs a 10-year-0old word processing business out of her home, which she will 
continue to do.

“It had always been a dream of mine to have my own business,” she said.

Originally from Bennington, Vt., Elliot has traveled extensively and taken man jobs, including a stint 
as a political appointee under the Reagan and Bush administrations. She feels too well-traveled to truly 
call any place home.

“I decided a long time ago, I belong wherever I say,” she said.

Taking over the position from Hite was right up her alley. Carl Long, conductor for the PWSO, express 
to Elliot the orchestra's need for a new executive director. What was most important to the symphony's 
administrative needs was organization. That when Elliot considered the position, confident of her 
ability to fulfill it.

“Organization is my strength,” she said. “I interviewed with the board of directors and got the 
position.” Heading the administrative unit of a musical entourage was an added bonus for Elliot.

“I love all kinds of music,” she said.

Within the realm of her appreciation for music is also an appreciation of the man she is replacing. 
When speaking of Hite, Elliott is gracious.

“He has been extremely helpful,” she said. “He took an entire day just to give me a rundown of 
everything...how it works. He's always accessible.”

Hite, 48, has been with the PWSO for three years. He decided to devote more time to the clarinet he 
has been playing since he was a child. Hite credits his father for his own musicianship.

“M;y father was a clarinet player,” he said. “I began playing many years ago, at 10 or 11.”



He also found his place with the symphony with Carl Long, who was station with him in the Air Force 
and played with him in the Air Force Band.

“That was my job in the Air Force, being a clarinetist,” he said. “Carl Long and I were stationed 
together. For 10 years, we worked together.”

After serving 23 years, Hite retired from the military in 1998. Since then, he has taken on numerous 
projects that feed his artistic spirit, including playing professionally on a freelance basis, giving private 
lessons and working with the Manassas Dance Company.

Hite is the musical director for the dance company and has been for the past four years. Despite 
stepping down from the executive director position with PWSO, he plans to continue his association 
with the orchestra.

“I'll continue to play in the orchestra,” he said. “A lot of knowledge that I've gained will continue to be,
I think, a value. I guess you call it a consulting thing.”

Not that he thinks his replacement will need too much help.

“I think it's going to be wonderful. It's already working out very smoothly,” he said.

Elliot is quick to point out she's not a musician, except for a spot in her church's bell choir.

“I really love it, but it's tricky,” she said. She said her enjoyment of the bell chorus was more 
enthusiastic because “they're patient with me.”

To Elliot, patience is a virtue as is dedication to the community.

“It's always nice to meet new people and be useful in the community,” she said. And unlike violins, she 
will do so with no strings attached. 


