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GALLE

Food & 
Drink

Strengths

Wi-Fi

Weaknesses

Price

Contact

Rooms

There are only four rooms in the hotel so 
service is exceptionally personalised with 
six staff on call to look after your every need

One of the chefs worked in 
the Caribbean and Bahrain 
and can whip up a mean 
shepherd’s pie – but don’t miss his 
rendition of the Lamprais, a traditional 
Sri Lankan Dutch Burgher invention 

Wi-Fi signal on the top floor is weak once 
you’re inside your room

Free Free

Doubles from AED 745 

42 Lighthouse Street, Galle Fort; 0094-11-
234 0033, taruvillas.com

The four rooms come with four-poster beds, 
Dutch tea chests and colonial knick-knacks, 
and storm showers in the bathrooms

Simple menus but well-cooked dishes 
in a range of cuisines, from Lebanese 

and Japanese to the usual fare of burgers, 
pasta and sandwiches

Wi-Fi reach is weak in the cabanas, which 
means you have to sit in the main house 
to receive a signal

Doubles from AED 1,160

Eight airy and whitewashed rooms with 
tasteful soft furnishings in playful stripes 
to give them an English seaside feel

Décor

Location

Clientele

In the middle of atmospheric 
Galle Fort, near the Maritime 
Archaeological Museum

Originally built in the 1800s for a 
Dutch merchant, the hotel is a 
four-bedroom house with brilliant 
white interiors, Ceylonese antiques 
and most modern conveniences

A 20-minute drive from Galle Fort through 
paddy fields and local hamlets

Aside from diplomats and film stars, 
couples and families looking to unwind 
over a good book and a cocktail

A British colonial-style main house 
with outlying cabanas and a garden 
villa appointed with antiques and 
blonde polished cement fixtures

TARU VILLAS – 42 
LIGHTHOUSE STREET WHY HOUSE

BOUTIQUE BOHEMIAN

Couples and holidaymakers looking to relax 
or meet other stylish travellers

Mihiripenna-Meegeehawaththa Road, Talpe; 
0094-91-222 7599, whyhousesrilanka.com

Perched on a 
hill overlooking 

Unawatuna 
Beach, 

Cantaloupe 
Levels is a 
Miami-style 

property with 
bright white 
backdrops 

offsetting hot 
pink statement 
furniture, and 
a rooftop ba r. 

The stylish 
hotel group 

has two more 
properties 

in the works 
further south in 
Midigama and 
Mirissa, due to 
open in 2016.
cantaloupe
hotels.com

A vivacious caretaker in the form of 
Henrietta Cottam – a traveller and 
raconteur of great stories and anecdotes 

ANOTHER 
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Charming properties combining understated luxury with                     
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ROOM SERVICE

Free Free Free

Doubles from AED 955 Doubles from AED 3,560 Doubles from AED 900

An Indonesian therapist with such 
formidable upper body strength, aches and 
pains will cower before her. Try the 
Balinese massage on for size

There are no televisions in the rooms, 
forcing you to consider outdoor activity, 
conversation and imagination. Failing which 
you can request a TV with a DVD player 

The menu is essentially a greatest hits of 
continental, Indonesian, Thai and standard 
hotel grub, but winners will opt for the 
Sri Lankan food every time

An Italian chef who has worked 
across Europe, at some Michelin-appended 
places, too. Try the seer fish with masala 
potatoes if the decadent cream tea 
hasn’t done you in at 3pm

The restaurant has a limited number of 
tables in an air-conditioned closure, so 
you may have to sit outside under a fan

The spa is situated below a floor of suites, 
which means you may hear footsteps on 
the ceiling during your treatment

There’s a large pool in the new wing, 
which means you can actually burn some 
of those holiday indulgences off

One of the country’s 
leading culinary masters 
Nihal Senanayake curates 
degustation menus alongside 
signature dishes like his 
pan-fried jumbo prawns

Being on the beach means the rooms and 
furniture can seem a little worn – although 
that can be considered part of the charm

A five-minute drive from Galle Fort, 
secreted off a road away from the 
city’s hustle and bustle

In a corner within Galle Fort, a 
short walk from the rampart’s 
cafés and boutiques 

Couples on vacation who 
top up their tan by the pool

Spa fans, couples and families

Housed in a stately 250-year-old, two-storey 
Portuguese home with an air-conditioned 
restaurant, a courtyard lawn and a pool. The 
gargantuan suites transport you back to 
a time of maritime grandeur

Built in 1684 as the 
headquarters of the Dutch 
military, the hotel has centuries-
old teak floors in tall white buildings 
and stepped terraces lush with foliage

A five-minute drive from Galle Fort, on 
the beachfront with waves crashing on 
to rocks at the edge of the hotel

Couples, large groups and families

Designed by renowned Sri Lankan 
architect Geoffrey Bawa, the hotel 

boasts his signature cement floors, large 
sculptures and trellised frontages that let 
in air, light and the roar of the ocean

TAMARIND HILL AMANGALLA JETWING LIGHTHOUSE

GRAND COLONIAL TROPICAL

Eighty-five rooms of understated luxury. 
Wooden floors, cement table tops and 
a smattering of turquoise-blue doors 
and windows. Bathrooms and 
Jacuzzis are concealed behind 
sliding wooden doors

Ten rooms and two suites with 
four-poster beds, heavy wooden 
Dutch almirahs (closets) and wrought-iron 
accessories and patina-coated brass. 
Plus, tidy modern conveniences

Thirty bedrooms, chambers and suites with 
pool and sea views, and a beautiful 
duplex Garden House for 
families. Minimalist colonial chic 
with duck egg screen windows 
and Victorian-style baths

Dadella, Galle 80000; 0094-91-222 3744, 
jetwinghotels.com/jetwinglighthouse 

288 Dadella, Galle; 0094-11-576 9500, 
tamarindhill.lk

10 Church St, Galle Fort; 0094-91-223 3388, 
aman.com/resorts/amangalla
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              personalised service on the south-west coast of Sri Lanka


