
SEND US YOUR IDEAS

How do you make family life more fun? E-mail your great ideas and photos to 
ideas.familyfun@meredith.com. If we use your submission, we’ll pay you $100.

IDEAS FOR GETAWAYS BIG AND SMALL

 c i t y  g u i d e 
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Sure, this California 
desert oasis spread 
out at the base of the 
San Jacinto Mountains 
is known for golf and 
glamour , but it’s also a 
family vacation magnet. 
With guaranteed sun
all winter, pools galore, 
and a ton of cool outdoor 
activities, Palm Springs 
(an easy two-hour drive 
from Los Angeles) is 
just plain fun. Kids love 
seeing the thousands 
of windmills  that fl ank 
San Gorgonio Pass, 
and the awe-inspiring 
landscape of nearby 
Joshua Tree National 
Park. Parents appreciate 
the slew of budget dining 
options and a� ordable 
attractions. And you’ll all 
have a blast downtown, 
which has a retro vibe.

5 THINGS 
TO DO IN 
PALM 
SPRINGS

HERE’S HOW TO MAKE THE MOST 
OF THIS DESERT GEM.

Indian Canyons 
offers a shady 
escape just ten 
minutes from 
downtown. 



Zip through 
the climates
You will cover
as many climate 
zones in the 
rotating  trip up 
the Palm Springs 
Aerial Tramway 
as you would if 
you were to drive 
from Mexico to 
Canada! The tram 
rises to 8,500 feet 
in just ten 
minutes.  And 
bring jackets:  It 
can be up to 
30 degrees cooler 
near the top  of 
the San Jacinto 
Mountains’ rocky 
cli� s, where you’ll 
fi nd a  restaurant 
and café, views
of the valley, and 
even  snow. $25 
adults, $17 ages 
3-12, free for ages
2 and under; 
pstramway.com

1.

MUST 
SEE

4

Feed a gira� e
More than just a 
zoo, the 1,200-
acre Living 
Desert Zoo 
and Gardens 
is an expansive 
conservation and 
education center, 
where you’ll fi nd  
desert plants 
and animals from 
around the world 
in natural exhibits. 
The 450 animal 
species on-site 
include such kid 
pleasers as Asian 
leopards and 
African meerkats 
and cheetahs. 
And you can feed 
a gira� e (kids tell 
us their tongues 
feel like wet 
sandpaper). Don’t 
miss the petting 
zoo, carousel, and 
outdoor model 
train exhibit. 
$20 adults, $10 
ages 3-12, free 
ages 2 and under; 
livingdesert.org

4.

Stomp divots
Catch a free 
match on the 
lush grounds of 
the Eldorado 
Polo Club . Bring 
a picnic lunch, 
spread out a 
big blanket, and 
watch as players 
battle over the 
ball in this game of 
speed and agility. 
Kids and parents 
are invited onto 
the fi eld between 
the matches to 
stomp divots 
(chunks of earth 
kicked up by the 
horses). On the 
way home, stop 
at Shields Date 
Garden for a date 
shake, a classic for 
nearly a century. 
Sundays at 12 and 
2 p.m., January 
through April; 
eldoradopoloclub 
.com
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Clockwise from left: the view from 
the top of the Aerial Tramway; 
giraffes at The Living Desert Zoo 
and Gardens; Eldorado Polo Club; 
playing pilot at the Air Museum

with computer 
fl ight simulators. 
Be sure to chat 
up the docents—
many are former 
pilots who have 
fabulous stories. 
$16 adults, $14 
ages 13-17, $9 
ages 6-12, free for 
ages 5 and under;  
palmsprings 
airmuseum.com 

2.
Man the cockpit
Hangars  full of 
WWII fl ying 
machines capture 
kids’ imaginations 
at the Palm 
Springs Air 
Museum. They’ll 
get an up-close 
look at jets and 
brightly painted 
dive-bombers 
in more than 
65,000 square 
feet of indoor and 
outdoor space. 
On special-event 
days, visitors can 
climb into a Huey 
helicopter, a MiG   
fi ghter jet, and 
more. Smaller kids 
rule the air from 
a mock control 
tower, and big 
kids do the same 



ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Award-winning travel writer Melissa Klurman and her family 
take a trip to Palm Springs every winter. 
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Splash and stroll 
Just ten minutes 
from downtown, 
Indian Canyons 
is home to the 
nation’s largest 
fan-palm oasis. 
For an easy walk 
beside a cool 
creek, try the 
2-mile Andreas 
Canyon Loop trail. 
Or take a 1-mile, 
ranger-led hike ($3 
adults, $2 kids) 
and learn how the 
Agua Caliente 
band of Cahuilla  
Indians has used 
the shaggy trees 
for food, fi ber, and 
medicine. Don’t 
have a car? Desert 
Adventures o� ers 
a Jeep and hiking 
tour ($125 adults, 
$100 ages 12 and 
under; red-jeep
.com), with free 
pickup from some 
hotels. $9 adults, 
$5 ages 5-12, free 
ages 4 and under; 
indian-canyons.com

5.

GREAT EATS AND SLEEPS 
Tyler’s Burgers A local icon set in the heart of downtown serving al fresco 
shakes, burgers, fries, and hot dogs. 760-325-2990; tylersburgers.com 

Wilma & Frieda  A homey hangout in Palm Desert that features made-from-
scratch comfort food, including banana-caramel French toast and throwback 
favorites like melts and burgers. 760-773-2807; wilmafrieda.com

Cheeky’s Local farm-to-table sandwiches, salads, and breakfast treats, 
right on Palm Canyon Drive. 760-327-7595; cheekysps.com

Ace Hotel A retro spot in the center of the city updated with two large 
swimming pools, fi re pits, and its own roadside diner, King’s  Highway. 
760-325-9900; acehotel.com/palmsprings

La Quinta Resort An expansive resort just a short drive from downtown
that has 41 swimming pools (really, what more do we need to we say?). 
855-884-9315; laquintaresort.com

Omni Rancho Las Palmas A water-fi lled oasis with its own Splashtopia 
water park (and its own beach!); it’s a quick 20-minute trip from the city. 
760-568-2727; omnirancholaspalmas.com

The streams that 
run through Indian 
Canyons provide a 

natural playground 
in any season.
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