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A few years ago, Destiny Frasqueri juggled two lives that were as stark as night and day, both
figuratively and literally. By night, she was Wavy Spice, an underground rap sensation, beloved by
Tumblr bloggers and heralded as the next big thing. By day, she was Destiny, an awkward, struggling
high school student in New York City. And though Destiny’s success brought her many opportunities,
she didn’t have a manager or a major label to set up meetings or take calls for her. All she had was
one small prepaid phone where she could write 140 characters per text and call 350 minutes a month.

It was scanty, but she thought it was brilliant; how she could accomplish so much on one little phone.
She considered it powerful: taking what limited resources she had and using them to achieve
greatness. That’s how Princess Nokia was born, the collective duo Destiny formed last year with
producer OWWWLS. Their first album, Metallic Butterfly and its accompanying music videos received
much praise from critics and fans alike. Destiny’s new project was more in tune with who she was at
that time as an artist and a woman.

At the All My FriendsFestival in Rosarito, Mexico, Destiny took a moment during her performance to
reveal major news: Princess Nokia would be no more. Just as its predecessor Wavy Spice, the project
known as Princess Nokia had run its course. Now going by her first name, Destiny, the artist is now
ready to open a new chapter in her career and artistry. After she sang a few favorites like “Young
Girls,” “YAYA,” and “Bikini Weather/Corazon en Afrika,” she delighted the crowd to new material, such
as disco and Motown extravaganzas “Sugar Plum” and “Soul Train.”

Destiny is no longer the anime-like hacker girl in “Cybiko,” or oppressed and abused as in “Biohazard
Butterfly,” or in love with the same dude she serenades in “Dragons.” And although they are still a part
of her, she’s also so much more now. Just like the transition from Wavy Spice to Princess Nokia, she
has transformed once more into “Destiny,” an independent, 21st century goddess. She’s the same
Pokémon, only in an evolved form. The first glimpse at her new project will come with the release of the
music video for the single “Soul Train,” out today on Dazed. The video was directed by her best
friend Milah Libin, who also directed “Dragons,” “Cybiko,” and “Young Girls”. We spoke at this year’s

Destiny performs at All My Friends Festival in Mexico, 2015. Photo by Alejandro Abarca.
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Photo by Alejandro Abarca.

All My Friends festival.

I was completely caught off guard at your performance, once you said that you were playing
the new album and the old one. As I started listening to the songs, I realized this was new
music!

This is my new project. I don’t have a title for
my album just yet but it’s coming out in
August. It’s pretty much almost done. I got
inspired for it for the last 3-4 months. I’ve got
two videos coming out for it in July… They’re
both like R&B and disco. And the album is
going to be about a 12 song album, just like
Metallic Butterfly. It’s all disco, funk, rock ‘n’
roll, Motown, R&B, neo soul, a lot great of
radicalist samples, a lot of inspiration from
New York culture in the ‘70s and ‘80s. And as
a very rock ‘n’ roll, soul, Caribbean social
activist woman from New York, it’s just a time I
really identify with. It’s a spirit [that] lives in
me. It’s the most fun thing I’ve done so far
musically in my life because it really comes
from a beautiful place of happiness,
resilience, self growth, and challenging
myself to try different things and really do
something different for my next album.

I remember listening to you talk about
your Soul Train and Motown influences
in your radio show Smart Girls Club, that
you grew up with your parents liking
that. Did that have any influence in the
new album?

My dad raised me and he’s like a total
Nuyorican, disco, hustle guy. He’s old school,
and I wrote the song “Soul Train” for him.
[He] showed me all these wonderful styles of music and dancing that I incorporate in my life that most
people my age or generation don’t really relate to nor really embody. And I know that the ‘70s and
grooviness is kind of “in” right now, but that’s something I’ve lived all my life.

So would you say that this new album is a bit more personal than Metallic Butterfly?

It’s not more personal—Metallic Butterfly is extremely personal because it was an autobiographical
detail of all these different aspects and kind of chronological chapters in my life. As a child, I was in
foster care. I always had oppressive men in my life that always wanted to change me and cage me. I
identified as a butterfly and I sprung free of those chains—so that’s personal. The new album is
personal in the sense that it talks about all these light-hearted, beautiful, artistic neighborhood and
community values I have and where I am as a woman. It really is a womanly album; it’s about [being a]
strong, courageous woman. She’s a rockstar… She’s got her suitcase, she’s got her stage, she’s got
her mic, she cries at night because she may be lonely, but music is what feeds her soul. It’s about my
soul as a grown woman. I’m growing into this woman that I’m really proud of. And she’s a wicked
woman, she’s a wild woman. She rips as she goes, she don’t need no man, she got money in the bank
that could buy a small house. She’s a vivacious, beautiful woman.

I think it’s really interesting that you’re taking your feminism narrative to the ‘70s, when the
black feminist movement gained momentum and strong black female figures were more
popular in pop culture than in the ‘80s when it all went to shit. So it’s an interesting
transition from “Young Girls.”

[My new] song “Sugar Plum” goes: “Refuse to walk around looking petty, looking sad/you want to run
around/ I’ll show you what I do/you can’t handle me/you can’t handle me/a whole lotta woman and you
just can’t handle me.” that’s like a more evolved version of [my] feminism, and as a black feminist—an
Afro Latina feminist—cause that is what I identify as. I took Indigenous feminism and I made it into
super black proud feminism, which is important, because our young women, we’re so misrepresented in
the media, honestly. And as black women, as Latin women, we’ve been overtly sexualized and
demonized. We’re “thots” and we’re “whores” and we’re all these different things but strong, but
queens. And there is a big resurgence in the reclaiming of the queen, of the powerful, strong,
independent woman. I’m not at the forefront of it, that would be redundant and silly to say. I just want to
encourage it and to be a part of it and to participate in that push for strong, brown women.

Why are you releasing the new album as “Destiny”? How do you go from this alter ego
Princess Nokia project to your first name?

Destiny is my first name; it’s just what I want to be called [now], and I don’t want to be a –I hate when
people say “persona” because there’s not so much of a focus on that for me. It’s just who I am and the
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more I get into music, the more I take it seriously, the more I explore so many ideas of who I am. And I
am Destiny, I love my name and I wanted to honor my mom for giving me that. I think it’s a very powerful
name and it really matches the style of music I’m doing; what I embody. I’m just Destiny; I’m a strong
woman, I’m a rockstar. That’s how I feel. I’m just like Mick Jagger. I’m just like Jimi Hendrix. I’m just like
Janis. I’m just like all those people and those were their names, and this is who I am.

So is the name change something that you’re taking on as a concept throughout your
career?

Yeah, that’s [how it’s] going to be for now, and forever, unless I come up with some other conceptual
side projects. Everything is fluid and I take one thing at a time. That’s what’s great about being an
independent artist and not being signed. I don’t have to answer to anyone, I don’t have a manager, I
don’t have money to make for someone, I make money for myself. All my visuals, I created them myself.
That’s what strong power in the industry is; self-sufficiency, resource, female building through
community. And I think that if anything that I could say I make a light of in music or what I’m doing now,
that’s what it is. Destiny is just me, and I didn’t need to ask anybody if I could change my name. I didn’t
ask anybody if I could be Princess Nokia. I started as what I am, that’s what I am, and the world will
follow.

Did you change producers for the new project?

OWWWLS, Chris, did two or three songs in the new album. But I mostly used samples from my favorite
rock ‘n’ roll and disco songs, because I was so inspired in such a short span of time that I had no time
to meet with producers and make new content. I just used what resources I could, looked for all my
samples and my loops online, bought them, did them in one take, two takes, and that was it. It’s such
breakthrough music. I’ve never felt more inspired, I’ve never felt more like “Oh my god, wow, this is
really happening, this is it.” It was all happening so fast and it was such a beautiful growth of music and
of personal self, so that’s where it comes from.

And as for your radio show, when is Smart Girl Club coming back?

I’m going to [revive] Smart Girl Club in two weeks. Life goes by so fast, I almost forgot I was leading a
feminist radio show for almost a year now. So I’m ready to [start it up] again and it’s going to be
awesome. The podcasts are going to be even more amazing, I’ll have even more elements of live music
and journalism because I really love doing that. There will be more poetry, more multimedia aspects,
art. I really want to focus on other female musicians and artists, and bring other female artists from the
community. I love connecting with women. It’s a bit overwhelming, just because being a musician is a lot
in itself, so giving yourself so much is heavy, but that’s my passion in life.

Watch her new video for “Soul Train” here. 
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