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BY KATIE BIELAMOWICZ 
The News

The New Mexico Trade and High-
er Education Center was inaugurat-
ed at the World Trade Center in Mex-
ico City by U.S. Ambassador to Mexico 
Earl Anthony Wayne and Foreign Re-
lations Secretary José Antonio Meade 
on Tuesday.

Resulting from a collaboration by 
the University of New Mexico (UNM), 
the city of Albuquerque and the state of 
New Mexico, the center will offer ed-
ucational opportunities to Mexicans 

hoping to study at UNM and facili-
tate trade between Mexico and New 
Mexico. 

The New Mexico Trade and High-
er Education Center will also serve as 
an intermediary between the two en-
tities, forging new businesses and aca-
demic relationships.

“The inauguration of this center 
represents an important step in ex-
panding the economic opportunities 
between both countries,” said Wayne 
during the opening ceremony.

“It will also strengthen the academic 
exchange between the countries, which 

both President Enrique Peña Nieto and 
President Barack Obama have high-
lighted as priorities.”

The university is looking to increase 
Mexican enrollment with this initia-
tive, as well as revive the rich trade his-
tory between Mexico and New Mexi-
co dating from the colonial days of both 
republics.

Meade specifically referenced the 
400-year-old Camino Real trade route 
that connected Mexico City to Santa Fe 
during that period. 

“We are rekindling the oldest part-
nerships in the country and creating 

Wayne, Meade 
open new center

Mayor to rescue protected area

Both sides hope to boost trade opportunities

Foreign Relations Secretary José Antonio Meade (L) with U.S. Ambassador to Mexico Earl Anthony Wayne at the New Mexico Trade and Higher Education Center opening. 

Xochimilco is a UNESCO heritage site.

TH
E 

NE
W

S P
HO

TO
/ K

AT
IE

 BI
EL

AM
O

W
IC

Z

CU
AR

TO
SC

UR
O

 /M
AR

ÍA
 JO

SÉ
 M

AR
TÍ

NE
Z 

Officials 
defend 
fracking

BY LILLIAN REYES
The News

The Mexico City government allo-
cated 14.4 million pesos ($1 million) 
to restore and preserve the natural 
and cultural heritage of Xochimilco, 
Milpa Alta and Tláhuac. 

Mexico City Mayor Miguel Án-
gel Mancera identified 89.7 square 
kilometers of the zone as histori-
cal, and UNESCO has classified Xo-
chimilco and Tláhuac chinampas, a 

mesoamerican agricultural area, as 
a cultural and natural world heritage 
site. 

The chinampas, lakes and histori-
cal landmarks in Xochimilco, Tláhuac 
and Milpa Alta have faced serious de-
terioration in the second half of the 
20th Century. 

Urban expansion from 1960 to 
1980 devastated many natural and cul-
tural heritage zones. The severe deg-
radation of the canals and chinampas 
system has threatened to disqualify 

Xochimilco as a world heritage site. 
The rescue plan will allot 27.7 per-

cent of the budget to rehabilitation 
and improvement of water channels 
and 21.3 percent to the recuperation 
of the wetlands. 

The preservation program aims to 
regenerate the historical significance 
of these cultural monuments. 

The 6.9 percent of the budget is 
for preservation of cultural, tangible 
and intangible heritage in the area, 
and 6.8 percent for the conservation 

and management of the habitat and 
biodiversity in the area.

The rescue plan will conserve 
the canals and chinampas that orig-
inally allowed Tenochtitlán to devel-
op and sustain a densely populated 
community. 

Today, most chinampas have 
been used as the foundation for ur-
ban sprawl. 

The formally independent city of 
Xochimilco is now one of the 16 dis-
tricts of Mexico City. 

a trade corridor worthy of our history 
as trade partners,” added Albuquerque 
Mayor Richard J. Berry.

Currently, New Mexico ranks eighth 
in U.S. exports to Mexico, with total 
sales already amounting to more than 
$500 million this year alone. 

According to U.S. figures, exports 
from the state have more than doubled 
since 2009, from $385 million to $800 
million in 2013. 

These numbers reflect a surge in 
trade resulting from the opening of 
the Union Pacific Railroad’s new hub in 
Santa Teresa, New Mexico, which also 
facilitates business in the area. 

About 60 percent of the region’s 
business comes from the internation-
al sector, helping to make New Mexico 
the fastest-growing economy along the 
U.S.-Mexican border. 

Meade said the center will cre-
ate opportunities outside of trade and 
education. 

 “The health of the relationship be-
tween two countries can be measured 
by the amount of talking points that 
they share,” he said adding “Now, we 
have the ability to increase those talk-
ing points. We have the ability to talk 
about the issues that our countries face.”

THE NEWS 

Water used for the extraction of 
natural gas, through fracking, does 
not contaminate water that is des-
ignated for other uses, said Nation-
al Water Commission (Conagua) 
General Director David Korenfeld 
Federman on Tuesday. 

In a statement Korenfeld said 
that Conagua wants to assure the 
public that not one liter of water 
distributed to the population, or 
used for any other purpose, is em-
ployed for fracking. 

The Conagua director said that 
the water used for the process 
comes exclusively from deep wells, 
from the sea or is recycled and pos-
ses no risk to human health. 

Fracking does not involve shal-
low water that is reserved for hu-
man consumption and other activ-
ities, he said. 

He added that the water used 
for human production and con-
sumption is found at around 500 
meters below ground and the wa-
ter used for fracking is located 
much deeper. 

Furthermore, any projects in-
volving studying, exploration 
or drilling for natural gas must 
be approved by Conagua, said 
Korenfeld.  

The extraction of natural gas 
is regulated by industrial norms 
of water work and every compa-
ny must comply with the orders, 
said Korenfeld. 

So far, natural gas experts have 
identified three areas with hydro-
carbon concentrations and six ap-
plications have been submitted to 
begin exploiting the area under 
public authority, he said. 

The areas that are ideal for nat-
ural gas extraction are located in 
the Northern Gulf, the Río Bravo 
and the Central Gulf. Korenfeld 
said that soil is being studied and 
tested for exploratory wells.


