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With just two sights to see in 
the compact area around Street 
240 and Street 178, at the heart 
of Cambodia’s capital, there are 
few distractions to lure you from 
the retail therapy for which this 
downtown area is renowned. At the 
start of Street 240 near riverside 
Sisowath Quay, the Royal Palace, 
dating to 1866, is worth a visit to 
see the resplendent Silver Pagoda 
and diamond-embellished Emerald 
Buddha. Then, begin browsing at 
the intersection of Streets 240 and 
19, identifiable by popular wine bar 
Rubies and lounge bar Red Apron, 
which doubles as a wine shop. 

At rustic restaurant Sugar 
Palm next door, Cambodian-New 
Zealander Kethana Dunnet does 
delicious Khmer food, such as a 
tangy pomelo salad with shrimp 
and pork, and a sweet pungent 

chicken curry. Next door, the 
recently rebranded Binky Higgins, 
formerly known as Wanderlust, was 
established by New Yorker Elizabeth 
Kiester and remains one of the 
best boutiques for women’s clothes 
designed for Cambodia’s sultry heat, 
from retro-inspired smocks to cool 
cotton shirt dresses in pastels and 
candy colours.

Australian Cassandra 
McMillan’s Bliss has more feminine 
fashion, including cotton frocks and 
linen caftans, and adorable kids’ 
wear and home décor in floral prints. 
There’s also a superb spa offering 
body wraps, scrubs and massages. 
Book a post-shopping Oriental Foot 
Massage – you may need it. At Water 
Lily, French designer Christine 
Gauthier sells her eco-friendly 
handmade jewellery and accessories 
created from recycled materials 

such as electrical cables, buttons, 
resin and beads. McMillan and 
New Zealander Kellianne Karatau’s 
boutique Jasmine has rack after 
rack of sophisticated handwoven 
Cambodian silk dresses, skirts, 
pantsuits and accessories in  
vibrant colours.

Stop for coffee at organic café 
Naturae, which has a light airy feel 
and minimalist design. Next, admire 
the art on the walls of the adjoining 
gallery of The 240, recently 
transformed into an intimate 
boutique hotel. Diagonally opposite, 
Elsewhere specialises in colourful 
resort wear, from turquoise shirts to 
peppermint sundresses and bright 
swimsuits, bags and hats for the pool 
and beach.
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With its frequent 
openings of stylish 
boutiques, speciality 
shops and chic new 
hotels, Phnom Penh 
has become one of 
Southeast Asia’s most 
dynamic cities. Hit 
Streets 240 and 178 
for shopping, eating 
and sipping

PHNOM 
PENH Cross Norodom Boulevard and 

amble to the end of the block for 
fashion emporium Ambre, where 
Cambodian designer Romyda Keth 
and French-born Thomas Jaffre fill 
the splendid two-storey villa with  
their heavenly Old Hollywood-
inspired gowns, dresses, skirts, shoes 
and accessories.

Take a tuk-tuk to Street 174  
for lunch at Romdeng to savour 
the city’s finest Cambodian cuisine 
in the leafy garden or art-filled 
dining rooms of the French-colonial 
mansion. The eager waiters are 
young hospitality trainees rescued 
from the streets by NGO Mith 
Samlanh (mithsamlanh.org). Try the 
banana flower salad and Khmer beef  
peanut curry. 
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NGON 
Restaurant
ngonpnh.com

Fresh spring rolls 
US$3

Sugar Palm
Pomelo Salad

 US$5

Romdeng
Khmer Beef & 
Peanut Curry 

US$7

MUST-TRY EATS
It’s a challenge to find 

good Cambodian cuisine 
outside the country, so 

stick to Khmer specialties 
in Phnom Penh.

A two-block stroll brings you to
Street 178, known as “Art Street” as 
it hosts the area’s other key sight, the 
National Museum, which has a first-
rate collection of Khmer art, the 
University of Fine Arts and dozens 
of commercial galleries selling 
paintings of Apsara dancers and 
sunsets. Tucked among them are a 
handful of worthwhile stops. 

At Cambodian designer Pisith 
Ly’s Garden of Desire you’ll find 
striking jewellery packed with 
symbolic meaning and crafted 

from precious gems, stones, metals 
and wood. A branch of Siem Reap 
store Smateria stocks recycled, 
eco-friendly bags, clutch purses 
and wallets, while boho-chic Spicy 
Green Mango has flirty skirts 
and hippy-style tops decorated 
with buttons and appliqués that 
are perfect for Phnom Penh’s 
laidback vibe. Beneath the Foreign 
Correspondent’s Club on the corner, 
Orange River has baskets crammed 
with vibrant silk scarves and screen-
printed silk bags and purses. 

 If you’re still up for more, head to 
The Quay Hotel nearby on Sisowath 
Quay to sip something cold in a stylish 
Arne Jacobsen Egg Chair at Chow, 
the groovy ground-floor café, then 
grab a tuk-tuk for the five-minute 
ride to Central Market, where the 
best buys are krama – Khmer checked 
cotton cloths – and rice baskets. 
Celebrate your shopping success with 
cocktails at Lime, the sleek café-bar 
at nearby Lebiz Hotel, which typifies 
the new breed of stylish spaces 
flourishing in Cambodia’s capital. 

Sugar Palm
19 Street 240

Binky Higgins
binkyhiggins.com

Bliss
blissspacambodia.
com

Water Lily 
waterlilycreation.com

Jasmine 
Boutique
jasmineboutique.net

Naturae 
asiabio.asia

The 240 
the240.asia

Elsewhere 
elsewhere2.asia/en/
fashion-shop.html

Ambre
romydaketh.net

Romdeng
74 Street 174

Garden of Desire
gardenofdesire- 
asia.com

Smateria
smateria.com

Spicy Green 
Mango 
spicygreenmango.com

Orange River 
363 Sisowath Quay, 
FCC Building (end of  
Street 178)

The Quay Hotel  
& Chow 
thequayhotel.com

Lebiz Hotel  
& Lime
lebizhotel.com
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