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Chief Secretary to the UK Treasury, Danny Alexander, 
arrived in Stornoway on August 19th for what he 

described as a “whistle-stop tour” of Lewis, taking in 
visits to local businesses, meetings with Better Together 
campaigners, and even a stint on location at the set of BBC 
series Katie Morag

“I’ve really enjoyed it, there’s so much going on here,” the Liberal 
Democrat MP for Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch, and Strathspey 
said of his time in Lewis.  “I’m trying to get a perspective on the 
economy as much as anything else, in a sense of what’s driving the 
economy, how is the recovery benefi ting people up here, and what 
more can we be doing as a government.”

In doing that, he fi rst paid a visit to the Hi-Scot Credit Union on 
James Street, where he praised the Stornoway-based organisation 
for its ongoing success.  “The government is a very strong supporter 
of Credit Unions.  

"I think Credit Unions offer a service that is vitally important in 
communities across the United Kingdom, offers access to fi nancial 
services rooted in the community for anyone in the community, and 
that’s something that can help people and businesses to manage 
their fi nances and get access to fi nance in a way that the banking 
sector doesn’t always facilitate.”

As a member of the Hi-Scot Credit Union himself, Mr Alexander 
was there not only in his capacity as Chief Secretary to the Treasury, 
but also to check on his savings as a member of the Credit Union.  
Since 2006, the self-suffi cient Hi-Scot Credit Union, run by a team 
of four and a voluntary board, has grown signifi cantly: it holds £2.5 
million in savings; has given out £5 million in loans; and has 2500 
members across the region.

“To see the progress that you’ve made in terms of opening up 
accounts and getting members across the Highlands and Islands 
is absolutely superb,” Mr Alexander said of their success.  He also 
added that the Coalition is currently holding an online consultation 
on Credit Unions across the country, and urged people to put 
forward their views.  “From a Treasury point of view we’re keen 
to see what more needs to be done to support and empower and 
enlarge the formation and expansion of Credit Unions.”

The MP also spent some time at Harris Tweed Hebrides in 
Shawbost, learning about the local textile industry and hearing 
about how the business is growing and developing.  

The day’s headline news, however, came at the MG ALBA 
campus on Seaforth Road, where he offi cially announced an 
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additional £1 million in funding for MG ALBA, which is responsible 
for the provision of Gaelic broadcasting, and runs BBC ALBA in 
conjunction with the BBC.  

This follows on from the £1 million already provided to MG ALBA 
by the UK government, doubling their sustained support for minority 
language broadcast services.  As a Highlander, and as someone 
who grew up in the islands, Mr Alexander said he was “keen to 
make sure that as a government we listen to what the islands need, 
and that’s why I’ve been keen to support Gaelic broadcasting.”

He enjoyed an in-depth guided tour of the MG ALBA campus, 

taking in everything from the editing suites to voiceover rooms, 
easily chatting with staff from the various organisations that call the 
campus home, including Proiseact nan Ealan, Greenspace, and 
Corran Media.  Mr Alexander was even gifted a preview DVD of 
Bannan, the new Gaelic drama series set to hit TV screens this 
month.

“I think that what you’re doing here in Gaelic broadcasting is hugely 
important,” he told the staff.  “It’s clearly making a big difference to 
the language, and the Highlands, and also as I’ve been learning 
today, to the economy of this area.”  Impressed by the presence of 
not only MG ALBA staff, but the variety of freelancers and smaller 
companies, he said that the “creative cluster that you’re building up 
here is hugely important to the economy.”

Support from both the UK and Scottish Governments, he pointed 
out, meant that the Gaelic broadcasting industry enjoyed “the 
best of both worlds, in a sense.”  It was a subtle reference to the 
referendum.  Sporting a yellow ‘No Thanks’ badge pinned to his 
lapel, and Union Jack cuffl inks by his wrists, Mr Alexander wasn’t 
afraid to address the issue, indirectly or otherwise.  

He told EVENTS that the topic of the looming referendum had 
already “come up in conversation quite a lot” during the day, and 
that he would be meeting with local Better Together campaigners 
to “get a bit of feedback from them and also just thank them for all 
their work.”

“To me, nothing is more important than this independence 
referendum, I know that I will never cast a more important vote 
in my lifetime.  It’s not like an election where if you don’t like the 
result you can always try and change it fi ve years later – this is it.  
This is forever, and my perception is that here, like in other parts of 
Scotland, though there is a very noisy and vocal ‘Yes’ campaign, 
actually there is a silent majority to keep the UK together.”

But it wasn’t all work and no play for the Minister, who according 
to one Treasury Press Offi cer, had two jealous children at home, 
because of his visit to the set of Katie Morag, being fi lmed on 
location on Point that day.  

“They’re great fans of Katie Morag,” said Mr Alexander, adding 
that yes, his children were for once jealous of his job.  “I’ve read 
the books hundreds of times, and they love the TV programmes 
and think that they’re very faithful to the stories.  As someone who 
grew up on a small island – we lived on Colonsay until I was eight 
years old – it’s lovely to see that island lifestyle brought to life for 
children.”
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