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Copenhagen

SHOP
The Danes have the upper hand 
when it comes to high-end design. 
The problem is, those wares almost 
always come with a price tag to 
match the quality. Help is at hand. 
The Royal Copenhagen and Georg 
Jensen factory outlets resemble no 
other seconds shop you’re likely 
to see. You’ll still have to part with 
some serious Kronor, but everything 
from intricate Royal Copenhagen 
Christmas decorations and classic 
hand-painted crockery to Georg 
Jensen’s cutlery and inimitable 
silver rings and cufflinks are up 
for seriously discounted grabs. 
The knowledgeable staff are also 
expert at packing purchases for 
international travel. For a range 
of more affordable Danish design 
objects, the Designmuseum 
Danmark’s shop is a must-visit,  
with a range of homewares, textiles 
and books. It’s free but don’t miss 
the museum itself or the great 
courtyard cafe.  

 royalcopenhagen.com/ 
 ourstores/denmark     

 
designmuseum.dk

Copenhagen is an intoxicating mix of the 
clean and industrial, curious and precise, 
quirky and regimented. It’s a city in which 
bicycles rule the streets, tinnies and tourist 
boats ply the canals, and where perfectly 
kept palaces are just a stone’s throw from 
the hippie enclave of Christiania. The most 
relaxed, multicultural and vibrant of the 
Scandinavian capitals, Copenhagen has 
become a mecca for foodies, design nuts 
and travellers hankering for a more compact, 
intimate European escape. DOMINIC ROLFE 
takes you for a spin.

EXPERIENCE
The only way to truly live like 
a Copenhagen local is to get 
pedalling. Even the most cycle-
shy will fall in love with the ease, 
serenity and full-body experience 
that the city’s 350 kilometres of 
dedicated bike lanes – often with 
their own traffic lights – give you. 
Riding around Copenhagen is often 
not only quicker and cheaper than 
many public transport options, the 
simplicity of being able to glide into 
the heart of heaving city squares 
or through serene cemeteries 
is priceless. Bike shops such as 
Pedalatleten dot the city and renting 
two wheels starts at about 75 DKK 
a day. Copenhagen City Bikes has 
stands across the capital for 25DKK 
an hour, including a GPS. The 
hardest part is finding a place to 
park your bike.

     

 
pedalatleten.dk

DRINK
When you’ve had enough of the 
clean lines and white-washed 
timber at the city’s sleek bars and 
cafes, seek out Ruby cocktail bar. 
Indoor, it’s all chestnut-coloured 
Chesterfields, dark wood panelling 
and plush rugs. But the place to be 
is on one of the coveted outdoor 
tables with a view of the canal and 
the passing foot traffic. Later in 
the week and at the weekends, the 
place bustles with a good mix of 
locals and visitors, so arrive early. 
The whip-smart, friendly bartenders 
mix up impressive favourites as 
well as drinks from their seasonal 
cocktail menu that can include 
mind-bending but delicious 
flavours such as peach brandy, 
Amaro, ginger, lime and a dash of 
Champagne. If you’re feeling truly 
adventurous, ask them to create 
something from their list of locally-
sourced ingredients. Just be ready 
for the taste of sorrel or rhubarb.

     

 
rby.dk/
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EAT
In a city boasting Noma, the 2014 
and 2010-12 best restaurant in 
the world, and 15 Michelin-starred 
restaurants, the fine dining options 
are impressive. Among the best is 
Amass, a soaring-ceilinged, modern 
space set in one of Copenhagen’s 
more industrial precincts. The 
food is artfully crafted from local, 
seasonal produce (the gin comes 
from an island between Sweden 
and Denmark, the pigs from a 
farm without fences) as well as 
the surrounding kitchen garden. 
Dishes can run from a spectacular 
beetroot, sour curd, mugwort and 
pickled elderberries creation to a 
perfectly weighted pork fillet with 
orpin, hazelnut milk and green 
plums. It’s precise, smart and 
refined – a lot like the city itself. If 
you’re after something a little more 
street-level, tuck into a divine and 
impressively authentic taco by an 
ex-Noma staffer at Hija de Sanchez 
in the bustling market Torvehallerne. 
Now for a tip – if you can’t get to 
Copenhagen but want to sample 
Noma, the restaurant is opening in 
Sydney at Barangaroo for 10 weeks 
in early 2016. 

     

 

noma.dk 
 amassrestaurant.com 
 hijadesanchez.dk

The picturesque 
waterfront of 

Nyhavn

Copenhagen’s Design Museum is well 
worth a visit. 
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STAY
Just outside the inner city, the 
Avenue Hotel is perfectly placed for 
visiting all the city’s top attractions 
as well as zipping into less touristed 
precincts such as Nørrebro and the 
back alleys of Frederiksberg. Skilfully 
running the line between boutique 
and business, the 68 rooms in a 
converted 19th century building 
are draped with Danish design and 
contemporary photography, and 
under-pinned by wifi, meeting 
facilities and efficient, affable 
concierges. Families are especially 
welcome – there’s even a sandpit 
– while adults can enjoy the open 
fire and relaxed cocktail bar. The 
filling buffet breakfast, that includes 
freshly baked Danish breads, is 
perfect fuel before you grab a hotel 
bike and ride off to explore. The 
staff can point you to some fantastic 
local cafes and restaurants, such as 
Baest and Mirabelle, as well as local 
parks and lesser-known sights.   

     

 
avenuehotel.dk

VISIT
Yes, there’s the Little Mermaid, the 
nearby Amalienborg Palace (one 
of the main residences of our own 
Princess Mary), the Copenhagen Zoo 
and countless museums, but the 
Louisiana Museum of Modern Art 
trumps all with a stunning offering 
of modern art set on the shores of 
Øresund with views across to Sweden. 
A 40-minute train ride followed 
by a 15-minute walk out of central 
Copenhagen is rewarded with more 
than 3,000 permanent pieces in 
the collection, as well as the special 
exhibitions. Giacommetti meets Henry 
Moore, Roy Lichtenstein, Picasso 
and avant garde Dane Asger Jorn in 
light-filled wings with views out to 
the surrounding forests and beaches. 
Check the calendar for concerts and 
lectures and, if it’s a warm summer’s 
day, pack some swimmers and dive 
into the sound before heading home. 

     

 
en.louisiana.dk

60  LSJ  I  NOVEMBER 2015 

Amalienborg 
Palace

Travel & lifestyle    CITY GUIDE


